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jobs and private health insurance. Daughter
Kathleen is 10 years old, has cerebral palsy,
mental retardation, and uses a wheelchair.
Medicaid provides the Biel family with $87,000
worth of physical and occupational therapies,
hospital and other medical care. Without this
support the Biel’s would be forced to place
Kathleen in an institution, which would cost
$240,000 annually.

The Carter family includes parents Greg and
Meri-Ellyn, two sons, and Lauren, age 7, who
has cerebral palsy, mental retardation, and
blindness. Greg has a full-time job and Meri-
Ellyn stays home with the children. Until re-
cently, the family received $45,000 from Med-
icaid in the form of home nursing care and
physical therapies, which allowed Lauren to
live at home despite the fact that Lauren can-
not be left alone, her needs were determined
to be nonemergency in nature and her Medic-
aid benefits were terminated. Lauren now lives
apart from her family in an institution that
costs $55,000 annually.

The Sapp’s, Biel’s, and Carters are among
the millions of families across America that
rely on Medicaid support to meet the extraor-
dinary health and developmental needs of
their children with significant disabilities.
Thanks to Medicaid, these children lead more
independent and successful lives at home,
with family. Most often, assistance at an early
age enhances the ability of these children to
develop physical, emotional, and social skills,
advances their capacity to learn, and enables
them to participate more skillfully in family and
community life. Similarly, adults with disabil-
ities rely on Medicaid to achieve health, em-
ployment, and personal goals that directly re-
late to their ability to lead independent and
productive lives.

Two of the three families profiled in these
articles received services from the Easter
Seals Society, which is dedicated to assisting
children and adults to live with equality, dig-
nity, and independence. Since its founding in
Ohio in 1919, Easter Seals has helped mil-
lions of people with disabilities nationwide
through home and community services that
are overseen by volunteers and paid for by
charitable donations, corporate contributions,
and the investment of government funds. Ac-
cording to Easter Seals, the compelling stories
told by the Biels, Sapps, and Carters are not
unique but are typical of the experiences of
countless families that need Medicaid and
Easter Seals to get by.

For the 4.9 million children and adults with
disabilities who depend on Medicaid and asso-
ciated programs, such as early intervention
and assistive technology, there are few, if any,
alternative sources of support. Medicaid is the
linchpin that fosters individual development,
learning, and independence, and enables fam-
ilies to stay together, most often as primary
care givers for persons with disabilities.

To date, Medicaid has operated as Federal-
State partnership. Some of the country’s most
innovative, cost-efficient approaches to home
and community-based service delivery and
EPSDT early detection and intervention have
originated under Medicaid. Although many le-
gitimate needs have not been met by Medic-
aid and related programs, the current array of
services and support are crucial to the health
and quality of life for millions of individuals and
families, and represent a wise cost-effective
commitment to public funds.

The Columbus Dispatch stories clearly show
the direct relationship between investing in

services to support families and the alter-
native, which is most often higher cost institu-
tional care. According to the newspaper, in
many of these families, either one or both par-
ents work. Most struggle to keep their children
at home, and willingly assume the disruption
and expense. But their ability to keep their
families intact directly depends on continued
Medicaid support.

As we evaluate the pros and cons of mak-
ing significant reforms to the Medicaid Pro-
gram, I urge my colleagues to read these arti-
cles and be mindful of the daily confronting
families affected by disability and the critical
role that Medicaid plays in their lives. Copies
of the Columbus Dispatch articles are avail-
able from the National Seal Society in Wash-
ington, DC.
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, today

I introduced the Postal Service Debt Reduc-
tion and Truth in Budgeting Act, which will
commit the Postal Service to a 7-year-debt re-
duction plan.

Mr. Speaker, for far too long, Congress and
the American people have been kept in the
dark regarding the finances of the U.S. Postal
Service. Very few Americans know that the
Postal Service is servicing a debt of more than
$7 billion. What they do know is that their mail
is not delivered on time and that the cost of
a first class stamp jumped by 3 cents last
year. This situation needs to be changed.

Even before I was elected to Congress, I
was critical of the Postal Service’s lack of
budgetary integrity and its overall service.
Their unwillingness to tackle their multibillion
dollar debt has convinced me that real, fun-
damental reform is needed.

Since last year, Postmaster General Runyon
has taken some encouraging steps toward fis-
cal responsibility. Much to everyone’s surprise,
the Postal Service ran a surplus this year of
$1.8 billion; only the seventh time in 25 years
it has managed to operate in the black. How-
ever, the Postal Service still lacks a serious
plan that holds it fiscally accountable to Con-
gress and our Nation’s taxpayers.

Despite their $7.3 billion debt and the rare
opportunity to reduce it with their $1.8 billion
surplus, Postmaster General Runyon, recently
gave bonuses to 1,000 senior postal execu-
tives for a year when customers faced a 10
percent hike in the price of a first class stamp.
It is these actions that require me to introduce
this bill.

Mr. Runyon seems to be doing little more
than introducing short-term gimmicks and rate
hikes to absorb the escalating costs of running
an increasingly inefficient monopoly. The Post-
al Service is utilizing a good portion of its ad-
ministrative, labor and capital resources on
projects that have nothing to do with the agen-
cy’s primary responsibility: delivering the mail
on time. Recently, the Postal Service an-
nounced that it was entering into a joint ven-
ture with a private company to offer prepaid
telephone calling cards, a service already pro-
vided by the private sector. Mr. Runyon should
have the agency concentrating on delivering
the mail.

The legislation I am introducing will require
the Postmaster General to follow a fiscally re-
sponsible course that the American people
have demanded from their Government led by
the 104th Congress. Specifically, it would re-
quire the Postmaster General to submit a 7-
year plan to put the Postal Service’s fiscal
house in order. It would also require an an-
nual, in-depth accounting of its budget to show
which postal programs and practices are work-
ing and which ones need to be reformed or
eliminated.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my colleagues to
cosponsor the Postal Service Debt Reduction
and Truth in Budgeting Act. Let us include the
U.S. Postal Service in our efforts to create a
smaller, smarter Government that is account-
able to the American taxpayers.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, there are a
number of myths about the Republican bal-
anced budget my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle seem bent on perpetuating. For in-
stance, part of their mantra states that our tax
cuts benefit the rich.

Mr. Speaker, that is just patently wrong. Ac-
cording to the Joint Committee on Taxation,
80 percent of the GOP tax cuts go to those
making less than $100,000 and 61 percent go
to those making between $30,000 and
$75,000. These are hard working, middle-
class Americans, not the rich.

The Heritage Foundation found that 80 per-
cent of the $500 per-child tax credit benefit
goes to families with incomes less than
$75,000. Some 3.5 million families, at the low-
est income levels, will no longer pay taxes. Fi-
nally, our budget erases 51 percent of taxes
for families of four earning less than $30,000.

Throughout the budget negotiations, the
White House has clearly demonstrated that it
is not serious about reaching a balanced
budget in 7 years. Rather than respond di-
rectly to the budget negotiators about the bal-
anced budget plan, the White House has cho-
sen instead to release a document that simply
reiterates the same old, worn-out myths about
the Republican efforts to harm senior citizens,
children, working families, the poor, students,
veterans, and just any other group you can
think of.

Tax cuts benefit America’s families, not the
rich. Mr. Speaker, the time has come to peel
away the rhetoric and distortions and begin to
focus on the facts. America’s future depends
on it.

TRIBUTE TO EMILY KUMPEL

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
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Thursday, December 7, 1995

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and applaud Emily Kumpel of
Wakefield, MA, for her outstanding dedication
and service to others in need. Although she is
only 11 years old, this sixth grader has done
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more to help those less fortunate than herself
than most people do in their entire lives.

When Emily was a third grader and only 8
years old, she and her older sister Amy
helped organize a charity auction to benefit a
Boston area homeless shelter. Working with
other children their age, they wrote to celeb-
rities and asked them to autograph squares of
material which were later made into patchwork
pillows and auctioned. Together with their
friends, Emily and Amy raised over $4,000 for
homeless children and their families.

Eighteen months ago while researching
South Africa, Emily learned about the effects
of apartheid on the citizens of South Africa.
Anxious to help improve their quality of life,
Emily became a key organizer of the South
African book drive. As the youth chairperson,
Emily collected over 10,000 books for an ele-
mentary school in the Capetown area and re-
ceived an award of $3,000 to be used toward
the cost of shipping.

Emily Kumpel should serve as a role model
for all of us, both young and old. Her work on
behalf of the homeless and the children of
South Africa illustrates her deep commitment
to the advancement of humanitarian goals.
Emily truly is an amazing individual, and she
deserves our respect and admiration.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity, before Congress re-
cesses for the holidays, to bring to the atten-
tion of my colleagues a very significant anni-
versary coming up next month in my home
State of Texas.

On December 29, 1995, the people of
Texas will celebrate our sesquicentennial of
statehood. Entering the Union as its 28th
State, Texas has consistently played a pivotal
role in all facets of American history. Texas
has supplied to this Nation a wealth of human
talent in every field of endeavor—from science
and technology to business and commerce;
from academics to government; and from en-
tertainment to agriculture; to name only a few.

Mr. Speaker, on April 21, 1995, the regular
session of the 74th Texas Legislature adopted
House Concurrent Resolution No. 118, com-
memorating the sesquicentennial of Texas
statehood. I ask that the full text of House
Concurrent Resolution No. 118 be published
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at the conclu-
sion of my remarks. The resolution follows:

THE STATE OF TEXAS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Whereas, The year 1995 will mark 150 years
since the United States of America admitted
Texas as the 28th state in the union; and

Whereas, The sesquicentennial of Texas
statehood is a truly momentous occasion
that allows all Texans to reflect on their
state’s proud heritage and bright future; and

Whereas, Acting on the advice of President
John Tyler, the United States Congress
adopted a joint resolution on February 28,
1845, inviting Texas to enter the union as a
state with full retention of its public lands;
today, a century and a half later, Texas en-
joys the distinction of being the only state
admitted with such extensive rights; and

Whereas, The citizens of the Republic of
Texas were deeply committed to the goals
and ideals embodied in the United States
Constitution, and, on June 16, 1845, the Con-
gress of the Republic of Texas was convened
by President Anson Jones to consider the
proposal of statehood; and

Whereas, Texas took advantage of the
offer, choosing to unite with a large and
prosperous nation that could more effec-
tively defend the borders of Texas and ex-
pand its flourishing trade with European
countries; by October 1845, the Congress of
the Republic of Texas had approved a state
constitution, charting a bold new destiny for
the Lone Star State; and

Whereas, The proposed state constitution
was sent to Washington, D.C., and on Decem-
ber 29, 1845, the United States of America
formally welcomed Texas as a new state; the
transfer of governmental authority, how-
ever, was not complete until February of
1846, when Anson Jones lowered the flag that
had flown above the Capitol for nearly 10
years and stepped down from his position as
president of the Republic of Texas; and

Whereas, With the poignant retirement of
the flag of the Republic, Texas emerged as a
blazing Lone Star in the American fir-
mament, taking its place as the 28th state
admitted into the union; Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the 74th Legislature of the
State of Texas, Regular Session, 1995, hereby
commemorate the sesquicentennial of Texas
statehood and encourage all Texans to take
note of this historic occasion.
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Mrs. FOWLER. Mr. Speaker, due to a death
in the family, I was not present for rollcall vote
No. 839. Had I been present I would have
voted ‘‘yes.’’

INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER
SUPPLY INFRASTRUCTURE AS-
SISTANCE ACT OF 1995

HON. BUD SHUSTER
OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing the Water Supply Infrastructure As-
sistance Act of 1995, a bipartisan bill that will
protect human health and the environment
and promote jobs. In the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee the term ‘‘infrastruc-
ture’’ means more than just highways, bridges,
dams, airports, and other transportation and
infrastructure related facilities. It includes envi-
ronmental infrastructure such as drinking
water and wastewater treatment and distribu-
tion systems. Because of that, this committee
expects to play a major role in debate and
passage of legislation to protect and improve
our Nation’s water supplies.

I am delighted to be joined by JIM OBER-
STAR, the ranking Democrat of the committee,
the chairman of the Water Resources and En-
vironment Subcommittee, SHERRY BOEHLERT
and the ranking Democrat of the subcommit-
tee, BOB BORSKI. In addition, over 30 of my

committee colleagues are joining me as origi-
nal cosponsors.

Today’s bill is similar to the bipartisan drink-
ing water bill the Public Works and Transpor-
tation Committee approved last Congress. Un-
fortunately, that bill did not become law. The
unfunded Federal mandates and the environ-
mental infrastructure needs remain, however.
Today, the need is just as compelling, if not
more compelling, to have a reasonable bill
that provides funding and flexibility to State
and local officials and that builds upon the ex-
isting programs and mechanisms of the Clean
Water Act.

For example, EPA estimates over $8.6 bil-
lion in capital needs to meet current Safe
Drinking Water Act requirements. The Con-
gressional Budget Office also estimates an-
nual costs between $1.4 billion and $2.3 billion
per year for compliance with current require-
ments.

The bill continues the committee’s commit-
ment to our Nation’s environment infrastruc-
ture needs in two basic ways:

First, it authorizes new 3-year, $2.25 billion
accounts for improvements to drinking water
systems within the existing State revolving
funds [SRF’s] under the Clean Water Act—
specifically, $500 million for fiscal year 1996,
$750 million for fiscal year 1997, and $1 billion
for fiscal year 1998. The bill would make avail-
able the $500 million in the fiscal year 1996
EPA appropriations bill that is contingent on
authorization of a drinking water SRF.

This aspect of the bill is modeled on the ex-
isting, successful SRF established under the
Clean Water Act. It authorizes grants to States
for the establishment of new accounts within
the SRF’s for funding water supply infrastruc-
ture needs. Loans from the accounts would be
repaid to the States by operators of water sup-
ply systems and the repaid funds would be
made available to meet additional needs.

Second, it authorizes the use of a portion of
the funds—up to 10 percent—within the new
accounts for source water quality protection
programs consistent with nonpoint source
management programs under the Clean Water
Act. This will help prevent pollution and reduce
treatment costs downstream, but without the
use of any Federal, command-and-control reg-
ulations.

Over the coming weeks, we will be working
with various stakeholders to further update
and improve the bill. We intend to move this
important legislation forward while working
closely with the Commerce Committee as the
House considers Safe Drinking Water Act leg-
islation.

TRIBUTE TO STEWART
GREENEBAUM

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN
OF MARYLAND
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Stewart Greenebaum. On December
10, 1995, Stewart Greenebaum will receive
the Humanitarian Award from the Baltimore Zi-
onist District.

Stewart Greenebaum deserves this award
because of his strong commitment to his com-
munity and to the State of Israel. Stewart has
donated his time, effort, and energy to worthy
causes.
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