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within our control. We can’t control what
happens on the street corner. We can’t con-
trol whether or not our child will be safe all
the time when he or she leaves our house.
But to the best of our ability, we can try to
make our child safe indoors, in our own
homes.

I also think that the work that is being
done here on the baby safety showers will
very clearly point out that there is a need
for all of us, together to cooperate to help
parents raising children.

You know I’m finishing a book that I’m
writing called ‘‘It Takes a Village to Raise a
Child’’ which is after an old african proverb.

Some people have come to me and said,
‘‘Why are you writing that book?’’ ‘‘Parents
know already what they’re supposed to do!’’
And I said, ‘‘I didn’t.’’ I didn’t get an instruc-
tion manual when my daughter was born.
And much of it was trial by error and luckily
I had family and friends and other people
who were there for me telling me what I
needed to do to keep my baby safe and
healthy.

Other people have said, ‘‘Why are you say-
ing it takes a village to raise a child? It’s the
family’s responsibility.’’ Well of course it’s
the family’s responsibility. But the family
does not exist in a vacuum today. The family
exist in the greater world. The family needs
commissions, and businesses, and child care
centers and schools, and doctors and hos-
pitals. The family needs a lot of support
from ‘‘the village’’ in order for the family to
do the best possible job it can do.

And that’s what this baby safety shower is
about. It’s about people coming together to
help parents do a good job. I’ve never met a
parent who set out not to do a good job. I’ve
met parents overwhelmed by the cir-
cumstances of their lives, facing difficult
odds that I cannot even imagine. Having
problems because of their own childhood or
their own situations. But I have never met a
parent that did not want to do the best job
he or she could do as a father or a mother.
And what we have to do is give parents and
families the tools so they can be the best
mothers and fathers. So it really does take a
village. It takes the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission and Gerber Foods and the
Mazique Child Care Center and a lot of other
people to help parents and families because
after all, we in our country give a lot of lip
service to how important we think our chil-
dren are—don’t we? You can hear it everyday
on the news. But too often we don’t translate
that into action. And some of the actions we
need to take are very small ones. Like put-
ting your baby on her back instead of on her
stomach, making sure she can’t get through
the slats of the crib.

Some of them are a little bigger. Making
sure that if you have child care needs they
are met in a good place where your child will
be stimulated and cared for while you’re at
work.

And some of them get a little bigger. Be-
lieving that the school that your child goes
to is the right place and that teachers care
about your child.

And some of them get then even bigger,
trying to keep your neighborhood safe, get-
ting rid of gangs, and drug dealers and the
drive-by shooters. All of the dangers that
exist in too many areas of communities or
too many of our children.

And sometimes what we have to do to keep
our baby safe is even bigger than that.

About the kind of values that we have as a
country. Whether we really do care about
parents and families. And that means keep-
ing the social safety need in place. Making
sure that people who need health care will
get health care by keeping medicaid avail-
able for families who need it.

One in four of our children rely on Medic-
aid. We would not as a family say that one in

four of our children didn’t deserve health
care. We would try to take care of all of
them. So when we think about all that we
can do as parents and all that everyone else
should do to help us be the best possible par-
ents, I believe we’re on the right road to
making sure all of us feel responsible not
only for our own baby but for every baby.

Any baby that dies because of a product
that did not have to cause that baby’s death
is not just a loss for that family, but it is a
loss for all of us. So any baby we save be-
cause of these products is a baby that we
save for everybody.

So I want to thank all the people who are
focusing on this issue and I hope families all
over America will have baby safety showers
and talk to each other, educate each other
about what we need to do to keep all of our
babies safe and healthy.
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, when I was a
young cadet at West Point, I read the remarks
of an officer describing an operation in Viet-
nam. He said ‘‘we had to destroy the village
to save it.’’ Looking back, that mind set left
many destroyed villages but not a lot of salva-
tion.

I fear this Republican leadership has the
same mind set. They seem eager to destroy
the Government to save it. This policy is clear-
ly destructive and will not in any way serve the
interests of the American people.

There is no need for this continued shut-
down of the Government. It has resulted from
the inability of the Congress to do its job in
passing appropriations bills in a timely fashion.
It continues because the Republican leader-
ship persists in holding hostage the operation
of the Government to its extreme budget
plans.

However, it is incumbent that all parties, in-
cluding the President, come to the table and
make the good faith effort required to resolve
the current shutdown. This situation is both
unnecessary and unwise. Getting the Govern-
ment back to work will not prejudice the Re-
publicans from considering and, over my ob-
jections, passing their current reconciliation
legislation. But, getting the Government back
to work will aid seniors seeking to apply for
Social Security, veterans needing assistance
from the Veterans Administration, Americans
needing to travel overseas on urgent business
or family emergencies; in sum, all the people
we were elected to serve.

It is time to end this gridlock.
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor that I rise today to congratulate a
very fine young man in my district. Mr. Ste-
phen Salmon received a perfect score of 1600
on his recent Scholastic Aptitude Test. Out of

208,000 students who took the April 1995 na-
tionwide exam with Stephen, only 137 stu-
dents earned this honor. Stephen’s score
places him in the 99-plus percentile, and I
think my colleagues would agree that this is a
proud achievement.

Stephen earned a perfect score as a junior
at Scripps Ranch High School which is located
in San Diego, CA. Stephen has already been
accepted to the University of California at San
Diego through the early admissions program.
During his senior year, he will be taking
courses at UCSD along with his courses at
Scripps Ranch. He will also continue to be a
member of the Academic League and the His-
tory Club at his high school.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to commend Ste-
phen on his recent achievement and wish him
the best of luck in his future collegiate career.
His SAT scores show that he possesses a lot
of talent and that he has the potential to ac-
complish many great things.
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Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today I am proud to introduce on behalf of
222 original cosponsors, legislation to honor
Ruth and Billy Graham with a Congressional
Gold Medal. William ‘‘Billy’’ Franklin Graham
has been America’s most revered evangelical
leader for the past 45 years. He has helped
the less fortunate and prescribed the need for
a moral society. Graham, 76, has been spir-
itual adviser and confidant to 10 presidents.
Over 100 million people have come to see a
Billy Graham crusade and another 2 billion
people have watched him on television. His
character and strength have made him Ameri-
ca’s most admired man. He has used his im-
mense popularity to confront major social
problems such as racism, the homeless, and
hunger. He continues trying to reverse the de-
cline in our society’s morals by emphasizing
ethical and spiritual values.

Billy Graham was raised in Charlotte, NC,
and upon finishing seminary school began
preaching his message from a street corner in
Tampa, FL. He has now preached to more
people than anyone else in history. To extend
the reach of his message he used television,
magazines, and a weekly radio broadcast for
which he was given a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. He has also spread his mes-
sage through his daily newspaper column and
14 books. The Billy Graham Training Center in
Black Mountain, NC, and the Billy Graham
Evangelical Association headquartered in Min-
neapolis, MN, have become beacons of spir-
ituality for people from around the world. Billy
Graham adheres to the principles of which he
preached. He and his wife of 52 years, Ruth,
live their lives with a commitment to their fam-
ily, each other, and God.

The other side of Billy Graham is the hu-
manitarian and champion of the disadvan-
taged. He has helped the flood victims of India
rebuild their villages. He arranged for food and
supplies to be flown to the earthquake victims
of Guatemala and has aided refugees fleeing
political oppression. Billy Graham was so
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deeply involved in the fight for racial equality
in the South. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., de-
clared, ‘‘that had it not been for the ministry of
Billy Graham that he could not have done the
work that he did.’’ People with Billy Graham’s
strength and devotion are very rare. His duty
to God led him to be the great man that he is
today. It is fitting for this Congress to honor
these great Americans with a Congressional
Gold Medal.

Most recently, the Graham’s have devoted
themselves to the establishment of the Ruth
and Billy Graham Children’s Health Center at
Memorial Mission Hospital in Asheville, NC.
They share the vision of this new center in its
effort to improve the health and well-being of
the children in southern Appalachia and the
world. Their goal is for the Ruth and Billy Gra-
ham Children’s Center to become a new re-
source for ending the pain and suffering of
children.

We hope that once this legislation is passed
by the Congress, the Congressional Gold
Medal will be presented to the Grahams at a
joint meeting of the Congress.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Greg Wyatt, the sculptor in resi-
dence at the Cathedral Church of St. John the

Divine and director of the art academy at the
Newington Cropsey Foundation. Mr. Wyatt has
sculpted a Bill of Rights Eagle which he is do-
nating to our Capitol Building. I urge my fellow
colleagues to take the opportunity to view a
replica of the Bill of Rights Eagle that is cur-
rently on display in room 2200 of the Rayburn
Building.

Sculptor Wyatt’s early training in the arts
came from instruction with his father, a paint-
ing professor at the City College of New York.
At an early age Mr. Wyatt’s father instilled in
him an appreciation for the cultural and artistic
traditions of the Hudson River Valley of New
York. Greg followed this tradition, earning a
bachelor of arts degree in art history from Co-
lumbia College and a master of arts degree in
ceramic arts from Columbia University. He
continued his studies at the National Academy
of Design focusing on classical sculpture, and
later traveled to Italy as an instructor in renais-
sance figurative sculpture.

In addition, I am honored to represent the
district that is home to the Newington Cropsey
Foundation, an organization dedicated to pre-
serving the work of the 19th century Hudson
Valley artist Jasper Francis Cropsey and the
culture of the Hudson River Valley. The exhibit
of Mr. Wyatt’s Bill of Rights Eagle was made
possible by funding from the Newington
Cropsey Foundation. The foundation has pre-
viously donated important Cropsey works to
significant collections including the White
House, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the
U.S. Department of State, and Princeton Uni-
versity.

Mr. Speaker, today I will introduce a House
resolution to accept on behalf of the American
people the Bill of Rights Eagle for display on

the Grounds of the Capitol. The distinguished
Senate majority whip, Trent Lott, will introduce
companion legislation in the Senate. This gift
by Mr. Wyatt and the Newington Cropsey
Foundation, at no cost to the United States, is
an appropriate tribute to a document that en-
sures the core of our democracy. Accordingly,
Mr. Speaker, I urge our colleagues to support
this measure to place this beautiful sculpture
on permanent display in the U.S. Capitol.

H. CON. RES. 114

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION.

The Newington-Cropsey Foundation is au-
thorized to erect on the Capitol Grounds and
present to Congress a ‘‘Bill of Rights Eagle’’
monument (in this resolution referred to as
the ‘‘monument’’) dedicated to the Bill of
Rights. The monument shall be erected and
presented without expense to the United
States.
SEC. 2. APPROVAL.

The plans for the monument shall be sub-
ject to approval by the Architect of the Cap-
itol. The monument shall be erected on a
site to be determined by the Architect of the
Capitol. Such determination shall be—

(1) subject to approval by the Committee
on House Oversight of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Rules
and Administration of the Senate; and

(2) made in consultation with the
Newington-Cropsey Foundation.
SEC. 3. ACCEPTANCE.

After completion of the monument accord-
ing to the approved plans, the monument
shall be accepted by the Congress on behalf
of the people of the United States for perma-
nent placement on the Capitol Grounds.
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