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solution lies not in withdrawal but in reach-
ing out.

But that view is in danger of becoming ir-
relevant in the wake of a successful march
expressly limited to Black men.

So we need to look at why it happened, and
why it was so successful. I do not fully un-
derstand it. But I do know that the march
reflects something deep and profound that is
going on in America today.

An analogue to the march is the growth of
the predominantly white promise keepers
movement, which fills stadiums with masses
of men affirming their faith and responsibil-
ities.

There seems to be a yearning for spiritual
renewal in America that crosses the racial
divide and finds expression movements like
the million man march, the promise keepers,
and others.

Are these male-oriented movements reac-
tion to the new role of women in our eco-
nomic life and the change in family struc-
tures?

Do they derive from economic insecurity
driven by vast technological changes that
have shattered old certainties and economic
relationships?

When people are caught in the throes of
sweeping economic changes beyond their
control, and when income inequality shakes
their self-image, they often turn to spiritual
pursuits and traditional values.

And where will such movements go from
here? Will a withdrawal to spiritual concerns
mean abandonment of such public concerns
as economic justice and social integration?

One might understand the march’s stress
on atonement in that light. What is atone-
ment? Does it presume that it is wrong to
pursue the American dream of a little white
house with green shutters and a white picket
fence. A car in the garage. A TV in the den,
beer in the cooler, tuition for the children.
Two weeks at the beach and a debt-free es-
tate?

That question is relevant because most of
the marchers were middle class—they were
younger, better educated, and more affluent
than most Black people.

Did the march have a political component?
The polls found that four out of five march-
ers were registered to vote. Will they retain
their commitment to the political process
and intensify it by getting others to register
and vote?

Finally, I have to ask whether the march
was just another one of those ‘‘feel-good’’
events, where people let off steam and
marching substitutes for concrete action to
change the root causes of their dilemma.

Words are no substitute for action. But the
march was a form of action—people traveled
to the Capital, disrupted their daily lives,
pledged to act differently, and behaved with
great dignity.

And yet, the march remains shrouded in
ambiguity.

If I am right in thinking that it reflects
something going on in America that tran-
scends race, then we need to figure out what
it is and how to use it positively for Black
people and the Nation.

That’s a job for the institutions in our
community equipped with the researchers
and know-how to do it—the joint center,
Howard University, and other repositories of
Black intellectual prowess. They can help us
understand this new, elusive spirit of our
times, and help us decide upon a course of
action.

But as we do, we must also understand the
roles and functions of the division of labor in
our community, especially as they have
changed since the 1960’s.

For there are now five distinct new leader-
ship classes that have arisen alongside the
traditional ones of Du Bois’ ‘‘Talented

Tenth,’’ such as the Black church, the press,
the colleges, and the civil rights groups.

These new leadership groups include:
One, Black elected officials, many of whose

constituents are White, Hispanic, and Asian.
Two, managers of predominantly white in-

stitutions, ranging from school superintend-
ents and police chiefs, to foundation heads,
college presidents and cabinet officers.

Three, indigenous community leadership,
whose local organizations represent welfare
families, public housing tenants and other
community-based entities, and whose back-
grounds are similar to those of their con-
stituents.

Four, black entrepreneurs who produce
goods and services for markets that extend
beyond the black community.

Five, blacks in corporate America, as ex-
emplified by the Executive Leadership Coun-
cil.

These new leadership groups all share the
experience of negotiating the deep and some-
times treacherous waters of majority insti-
tutions. Thus, they are well situated to bring
a wider perspective to the issue.

That perspective is necessary if we are to
make progress without being ensnared in fu-
tile arguments about self-defeating separat-
ism and blind nationalism.

The new leadership groups can help inocu-
late us against demagoguery and extremism.
They can bring powerful assets such as re-
sources, skills and knowledge of the world
beyond the confines of dysfunctional com-
munities. Hopefully they can help answer
the question asked in such pain and wonder
in the heart of the ghetto—‘‘Is there no balm
in Gilead? Is there no physician there?’’

As we assess the march, we should recall
the words written many years ago by the
great black historian. Carter G. Woodson:

‘‘The race needs workers, not leaders,’’
Woodson wrote. ‘‘If we can finally succeed in
translating the idea of leadership into that
of service, we may find it possible to lift the
negro to a higher level.

Perhaps that is the true meaning of the
march—the yearning of so many black men
to be of service to the community.

But what about those who were not invited
to the march—black women, white people,
Hispanics, Asians—all of whom must partici-
pate in America’s renewal and in bridging
the gap between the races.

They must not be ignored, for the gap can-
not be closed without them—because the
only sane course of action lies within the
context of an open, pluralistic, integrated so-
ciety.

In ‘‘The Invisible Man,’’ Ralph Ellison
wrote: ‘‘Our fate is to become one, and yet
many. This is not prophecy, but descrip-
tion.’’

We are a long way from that goal, and the
path to it is an arduous one. There will be di-
versions along the route from both white
racists and black separatists.

But it is the only route that leads to the
attainable goal—and to a goal worth attain-
ing.

From time to time, it will be tempting to
withdraw from the struggle, to seek solace in
the warmth and comfort of one’s own com-
munity. But in the long run we cannot do
the segregationists’ work for them by ex-
cluding ourselves from our fair portion of the
society we helped build. Nor can we allow
white institutions such as corporate America
to abandon the struggle. We must work to-
ward ‘‘the beloved community,’’ black and
white together.

Those are some of the thoughts that come
to mind as I’ve pondered the strange, chang-
ing state of race relations today.

I hope you—the Executive Leadership
Council—will partake in the action and the
passion of our turbulent times, dedicated to

service and to building an open, pluralistic,
integrated society.
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Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to H.R. 2586, referred to as ‘‘The Short-
term Debt Limit Extension bill.’’ The Repub-
lican bill before us today provides a temporary
increase of $67 billion—raising the debt limit
from $4.9 to $4.967 trillion. However, to force
the President’s hand in budget negotiations,
the Republicans’ bill lowers the debt limit to
$4.8 trillion on December 13. The Government
has never defaulted on its principal and inter-
est payments, so why now.

The Republicans have decided that they will
only increase the debt limit if the President
agrees to their reconciliation and appropriation
budget measures that would devastate the
well-being of children, seniors, and families.

Mr. Speaker, the President has said that he
will veto such measures. The President’s veto
is the only hope that the children of this coun-
try have against the Republicans taking away
their school lunches or their immunizations. It
is the only hope that seniors have against
having their health care premiums double, or
their heating assistance taken away. And, it is
the only hope that families have against hav-
ing to use their mortgage payment to pay for
nursing home care of their elderly parents, or
to pay for their childrens’ college tuition.

Mr. Speaker, what H.R. 2586 really is—is
the Republicans’ primary assault weapon in
their attack on children, seniors, and families.
Can the Republicans’ tax cut for the wealthy
justify the need to hold the country—the chil-
dren, seniors, and families hostage.

It’s time for the Republicans to be up front
with the American people. Just tell the Amer-
ican people that you will not increase the debt
limit unless the President agrees to gutting
Medicare, destroying Medicaid, denying col-
lege students financial aid, and reducing nutri-
tion programs for children.

There is no good faith in H.R. 2586. It in-
cludes provisions that cannot stand the scru-
tiny of hearings and real legislative debate
from balancing the budget on the backs of the
most vulnerable, to repealing habeas corpus,
to dismantling the Department of Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to stand
up for the rights of the American people, push
for a clean debt limit measure. Vote ‘‘no’’ on
H.R. 2586.
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DEBT CEILING

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 1995

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
last week on this floor I wanted the Congress
to enact a clean debt ceiling extension; we
failed to do it. We did not act responsibly.

Once again, we have a chance to enact leg-
islation. Instead, we are voting on a motion
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that is unnecessary and totally irresponsible.
We are trying to avert the normal legislative
process.

We should not delay action on this issue. It
is our responsibility to take action and we
must do it now. This motion is nothing more
than Congress ducking its responsibility and
losing its credibility.

We have to face the debt issue head on
and not hide. This motion would place the bur-
den solely on the shoulders of the administra-
tion. This motion would make Secretary Rubin
take desperate action to keep us from facing
a default.

Our credit rating has been placed on a cred-
it rating watch for the first time ever and we
can not sit idly for 30 days. Last week, on the
floor we heard over and over that trust funds
especially Social Security would be at risk.
Well this motion does the opposite. It would
require Treasury to use the trust funds.

Let’s stop this now and act responsibly.
Americans are sick and tired of this game of
chicken. It is time for us to take the high road
and send the President a clean debt ceiling
extension.

Unfortunately due to a delay in my flight, I
missed the vote on this motion. If I was
present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’
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TRIBUTE TO THE AFRICAN HERITAGE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER
g extension.

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 1995

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pleasure that I join with the people
throughout our community in recognizing the
20th anniversary of the African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center in Miami.

The African Heritage Cultural Arts Center,
formerly the Model City Cultural Arts Center,
opened its doors in 1975 in the heart of the
inner-city community. The center was con-
ceived and developed through the efforts,
ideals and commitments of a citizens task
force on which it was my honor to serve as a
member of the board of directors.

The African Heritage Cultural Arts Center
has a comprehensive, developmental multiart
program which includes an array of classes in
dance, drama, instrumental music, voice
music, and visual arts. The facility has many
elements of a full cultural center. It houses a
dance studio, a music room, arts and crafts

studio and much more. The center is a cata-
lyst for youth in the arts, and offers such out-
standing programs as the after school Arts
Academy and the Saturday Creative Arts
Workshop.

The Cultural Center has seen many of its
students go on to various levels of promi-
nence. The center’s programs provide an im-
portant service to our community and have
proven to be very beneficial. They offer an
outlet for young people to learn and enjoy the
arts through developmental, multiarts pro-
grams. The classes have boosted the morale
of our young people and have provided a
positive influence in our community.

Mr. Speaker, the African Heritage Cultural
Arts Center has dedicated the past 20 years
to developing the minds and skills of our
young people. I wholeheartedly commend this
wonderful organization for its steadfast service
to our community. I know my colleagues join
me in honoring the African Heritage Cultural
Arts Center on the occasion of this tremen-
dous milestone in its history.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 115,
FURTHER CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR
1996

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 1995

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to House Joint Resolution 115, the sec-
ond continuing resolution for fiscal year 1996.
This measure is definitely not just a continuing
resolution bill. Once you clear the smoke and
mirrors you find that over 60 percent of the bill
is devoted to provisions designed to generate
funds for the Republicans’ tax giveaway to the
rich, and to silence the voice of those who
speak out against injustices against the most
vulnerable in our society.

House Joint Resolution 115 increases the
cost of health care for seniors by requiring
Medicare beneficiaries to pay higher pre-
miums. In fact, the Medicare premiums con-
tained in the Republicans’ continuing resolu-
tion measure are even higher than those con-
tained in their reconciliation bill. Under current
law, in 1996, seniors’ Medicare premiums are
$42.50 compared to $55.10 under House Joint

Resolution 115. This is a 30-percent increase
in 1996 alone.

Mr. Speaker, the average income of Medi-
care beneficiaries is less than $18,000 per
year, this compares to an average income of
between $8,000 and $9,000 for the 11 million
widows and never-married women on Medi-
care. There is no way that these seniors can
afford a 30-percent increase in their health
care premiums. Seniors must not be forced to
choose between medicine and food, or be-
tween a doctor’s visit and heat. It is just wrong
to force seniors to suffer such hardships in
order to pay for a tax cut for the rich. This is
an insult to their dignity, and strips them of
their self-respect.

Again, House Joint Resolution 115 is not
just a continuing resolution. Contained within
the Republicans’ bill is a 22-page very con-
troversial authorization bill for the Istook prohi-
bition measure. The legislation is specifically
designed to restrict the political advocacy
rights of the American people. Keep in mind
that no hearings have been held on this ex-
treme, unprecedented, and unconstitutional
measure. House Joint Resolution 115’s restric-
tive political advocacy provisions threaten the
ability of organizations to carry out their mis-
sion including the Red Cross, American Civil
Liberties Union, National Minority Aids Coun-
cil, National Caucus and Center for the Black
Aged, Coalition for the Homeless, religious or-
ganizations—yes, the list goes on—and yes, it
even includes the Girl Scouts.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps the Republicans be-
lieve an extensive political advocacy gag law
is just what it takes to force the American peo-
ple to stomach the pain, and suffering that will
result from their life threatening cuts in healthy
start, meals for the elderly, energy assistance,
education for the disadvantaged, employment
training, safe and drug free schools, the list
goes on and on.

While the gag provisions are a blatant insult
to the rights of the American people, it will
take more than a legislative silencer to quiet
the cry of children, the elderly, and families
that would result from the Republicans’ budget
cuts in critical quality-of-life services.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans’ assault on
the rights of the American people, and their
targeted assault on seniors must be stopped.
I strongly urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ to
all measures and provisions that attempt to
gag the American people. Vote ‘‘no’’ increas-
ing the cost of health care for seniors. Vote
‘‘no’’ on House Joint Resolution 115.
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