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and carry the banner to end what he recently,
and so eloquently, referred to as bloodshed
and tears in the heart of the land of milk and
honey.

I recently had the opportunity to visit Israel
for the first time, and to meet with Prime Min-
ister Rabin. We have lost a unique and valiant
man, and our prayers and heartfelt condo-
lences go the Rabin family and the people of
Israel.

To the people of Israel, and all who dream
of peace in the Middle East, let me just say
that we in America will not forsake your cause.
We cannot and must not let the sacrifice that
Prime Minister Rabin, his family, and you have
paid this week to be in vain. We must all re-
dedicate ourselves to the long and arduous
journey begun by leaders of great vision, cour-
age, and wisdom.

We must continue to work together, in a bi-
partisan fashion, to bring Arabs, Israelis, Pal-
estinians, Muslims, Jews, and Christians to-
gether in peace.

Prime Minister Rabin is indeed a martyr to
peace. But his dream lives on. Please know
that we will continue to support Israel and the
peace process and one day, God willing, we
will celebrate with you a secure, comprehen-
sive and lasting peace in the Middle East.
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Thursday, November 9, 1995

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on Veterans
Day, Major Linda Schwartz will receive the
Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs
Commendation Medal. Linda Schwartz truly
embodies the spirit of this prestigious award,
which is given ‘‘to those select few who have
distinguished themselves through their service
to Connecticut veterans and their families.’’ I
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring this
outstanding individual who has done so much
to address the needs of our veterans not only
in Connecticut but across the country.

Linda Schwartz’ work on behalf of our veter-
ans has earned her the respect and admira-
tion of all who know her. A deeply caring and
compassionate woman, she has devoted her-
self to meeting the needs of Connecticut’s
homeless veterans. She brought the ‘‘stand
down’’ concept to Connecticut in 1992 and
has been an integral part of the success of
this yearly event which gives homeless veter-
ans access to a wide range of programs and
services. Linda also co-founded ‘‘project part-
nership’’ in which the Vietnam Veterans As-
sistance Program has renovated houses for
homeless and disabled veterans in conjunction
with rehabilitation services at the West Haven
VA Medical Center.

A skilled nurse who served with distinction
in the Air Force, Linda has applied her medi-
cal background to the many health issues fac-
ing our veterans, including the effects of agent
orange and post traumatic stress syndrome.
Indeed, she is known nationally for her leader-
ship on issues related to veterans health care
and women veterans, and has testified numer-
ous times before both Houses of Congress.
She has also been appointed to several Fed-
eral advisory committees, including, most re-

cently, the VA Advisory Committee on Women
Veterans. Linda has also served as the presi-
dent of the Vietnam Veterans Assistance Fund
since its inception in 1989, and as acting di-
rector of government affairs for Vietnam Veter-
ans of America.

It has been my great honor to work closely
with Linda on a number of issues affecting
veterans in my district. Linda’s dynamic lead-
ership and enthusiasm were instrumental in
forging a partnership between veterans groups
and Connecticut’s labor unions to help Con-
necticut veterans enter the work force through
an apprenticeship program. The West Haven
VA Center, the Painters Union and the Car-
penters Union have now joined together in a
cooperative effort that I believe should serve
as a model across the country.

Whether working with the local VA center or
testifying before Congress, Linda Schwartz
has been a tireless advocate for our veterans.
I commend her for all that she has done for
the veterans in may district, and congratulate
her on this well-deserved honor.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

commend Seabury Day Care Center, a com-
munity-based center, which today celebrates
25 years of service educating and taking care
of the children in my South Bronx congres-
sional district.

Twenty-five years ago a group of parents
organized to make a difference in our commu-
nity. They recognized that the problems facing
inner-city neighborhoods were detrimental to
the community, and decided to provide our
young ones with a sound environment in
which to live, grow and learn.

This group of parents worked diligently to
provide education programs for children. In
recognition of their accomplishments they won
a special award and were able to open on No-
vember 9, 1970 the Seabury Day Care Cen-
ter. The center would be able to serve 85 pre-
school children ages 2 to 5 and 40 after-
school children ages 6 to 12 with a staff of 33.

Under the direction of Mrs. Genevieve
Brooks, who served as president until 1990,
the center was able to expand many of its
educational programs. A special grant award-
ed by the Bronx Council on the Arts has made
possible a cultural program for 40 children
ages 9 to 13.

A separate grant also enabled many of the
staff members to continue their training and
enroll in classes at Columbia University, Leh-
man College and New York University. Even
after the funding for this purpose was no
longer available, many of the staff people con-
tinued their studies.

Mr. Speaker, I commend all of those who
have been involved in making this center a
role model for early childhood development
and education.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the efforts of the many parents
and members of our community who for 25
years have been able to provide our children
with the quality education that they deserve at
the Seabury Day Care Center.

STEPHEN R. GREGG, A GREAT
WAR VETERAN AND OUTSTAND-
ING CITIZEN

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 9, 1995

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to a great man, Stephen R.
Gregg, who distinguished himself in combat in
World War II and was awarded a Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. Today, Mr. Gregg will
be honored at a Veterans Day Ceremony to
be held at City Hall in Bayonne, NJ.

This week’s ceremony caps a host of hon-
ors bestowed on him as a result of his brave
deeds which include the naming of a Hudson
County Park in his honor. On October 22,
1995 the Bayonne County Park was renamed
the Stephen R. Gregg, Congressional Medal
of Honor Recipient Park at a ceremony in his
honor.

Mr. Gregg, a native of Bayonne, served in
our Armed Forces as a young U.S. Army lieu-
tenant. While engaged in the Italian campaign
and on the battlefields of southern France, Mr.
Gregg won the Nation’s highest military honor.

On August 27, 1944, Sergeant Gregg risked
his life to save his fellow countrymen. Near
Montelinar, France, Sergeant Gregg and his
platoon were advancing on the enemy posi-
tions when suddenly someone fired upon the
leading scout. Sergeant Gregg rushed to the
aid of his riflemen who were engaged in fire.
The Germans threw hand grenades at close
range wounding several soldiers. While dodg-
ing hand grenades, Sergeant Gregg with a
machine gun as his only shield boldly led a
group of medics up a hill to rescue the sol-
diers that had been wounded. Despite all the
crossfire and hand grenades being thrown at
him, Sergeant Gregg risked his life to help his
fellow countrymen. Sergeant Gregg stood
there firing into the enemy positions while the
wounded were removed to safety. In January,
1945, Mr. Gregg received a battlefield com-
mission as a second lieutenant. Shortly after-
wards on March 14, 1945 General Alexander
Patch presented Mr. Gregg with the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. Mr. Gregg is one of the
few soldiers to have received this great honor
while in the field. Among his military decora-
tions are the Silver Star, Purple Heart with
cluster, French Croix de Guerre with Silver
Star, Bronze Star, Combat Infantry Badge,
and many other campaign medals.

I am certain my colleagues will rise with me
and pay tribute to this gallant man. As a dedi-
cated citizen, a courageous soldier, and a true
American hero, Mr. Gregg embodies the best
of American patriotism. Mr. Gregg is a man
who has risked his life and contributed his
skills to helping maintain and fight for the free-
dom that America cherishes so much.
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HONORING THE VIRGINIA BEACH
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Thursday, November 9, 1995

Mr. PICKETT. Mr. Speaker, every year, mil-
lions of Americans give their time, talents, and
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skills, without pay, to their communities. I rise
today to salute the work of the Volunteer
Council of the city of Virginia Beach, VA,
which is in my congressional district. The vol-
unteer council is the city’s umbrella organiza-
tion of volunteers representing more than 30
city- and State-related agencies.

America’s greatest deeds come from the
basic decency and compassion of her people.
This decency and compassion is the bedrock
upon which the volunteer workers of the city of
Virginia Beach have developed innovative and
effective volunteer partnerships to take on the
most difficult challenges that we face as a so-
ciety.

Since 1985, ‘‘more than 40,000 volunteers
have contributed over 7 million hours of public
service and provided over 77 million dollars,
worth of services that would not otherwise
have been provided.’’ Volunteerism has been
increased in Virginia Beach by more than 200
percent during that period. Through its net-
work of volunteers, the volunteer council has
been instrumental in fighting poverty, drug
abuse, illiteracy, teen pregnancy, and the
alienation of young and old. Volunteers of all
ages have worked in the city’s libraries, recre-
ation centers, fire stations, rescue squads, pa-
trol cars, and neighborhoods.

By serving others, the volunteers of Virginia
Beach have enriched their community. The
success of the volunteer council is a reflection
of the personal successes of thousands of
community volunteers. The volunteer council
has been instrumental in promoting the basic
values that form the heart of voluntarism. The
council and the citizen volunteers of Virginia
Beach continue to show that success in life is
the sum not of our possessions but of how we
help our neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, at this time I insert into the
RECORD certain materials documenting the
proud accomplishments of the Volunteer
Council of the city of Virginia Beach.

VOLUNTEERS IN VIRGINIA BEACH CITY
GOVERNMENT

In 1978, the Virginia Beach City Council es-
tablished a Volunteer Council to help city
agencies develop innovative and effective
volunteer partnerships. Since that time, vol-
unteers have played a vital role in the deliv-
ery of services and community development.

Since 1985, more than 40,000 volunteers
have contributed over 7 million hours of pub-
lic service and provided over $77 million dol-
lars worth of services that would not other-
wise have been provided. Volunteerism has
been increased in local government by more
than 200%.

In 1994, nearly 7,000 volunteers (the equiva-
lent of 621 full-time employees, or 12% of the
total workforce) donated more than a mil-
lion hours to enhance the quality of life, ad-
dress human needs, increase productivity,
and improve city services. In a city of 421,000
people, such strong community spirit and
kinship are remarkable.

The Volunteer Council is the city’s um-
brella organization of volunteers and paid
staff representing more than 30 city and
state-related agencies. With an annual budg-
et of $28,000, the Council provides support in
training, recruiting, public relations, rec-
ognition and the use of technology. The
Council provides overall coordination and li-
aison with the city administration and City
Council.

Volunteers of all ages can be found in over
200 volunteer opportunities in Virginia
Beach city government . . . in libraries,
recreation centers, fire stations, ambu-
lances, museums, courts, municipal offices,

health clinics, shelters, patrol cars, environ-
mental offices, and neighborhoods. Selected
volunteer highlights from 1994 illustrate the
depth of scope:

Some 852 EMT’s and cardiac technicians,
the nations’s largest all-volunteer rescue
squad, saves lives by responding to 26,000
emergency calls annually.

Social Service volunteers help people in
crisis by providing respite care for abused
and neglected children; offering day care for
children from violent homes; aiding foster
children; helping the homeless; teaching
families to become self-sufficient; and dis-
tributing food and clothing to those in need.

Volunteers, ages 9–82, at the Marine
Science Museum help educate 400,000 visitors
annually about Virginia’s marine environ-
ment and aid injured marine animals.

CARE volunteers help empower at-risk
neighborhoods to overcome crime and social
problems through leadership development.

Reside With Pride volunteers keep people
aware of the need to maintain houses and
neighborhoods. They help needy and/or elder-
ly citizens with home improvements.

In an innovative twist, non-violent in-
mates of the Virginia Beach jail volunteer
for city services to reduce their time served
and help increase work skills.

Auxiliary police officers patrol neighbor-
hoods protecting citizens from crime. Volun-
teer firefighters work side-by-side with the
paid force to protect life and property.

Clean Community volunteers promote lit-
ter prevention, recycling, beautification and
environmental awareness through projects
like Earth Day, Adopt-A-Highway, Clean the
Bay Day, and Backyard Stewardship plant-
ings.

Juvenile court volunteers assist in court-
rooms, help victims of spouse abuse, and edu-
cate first offenders.

City volunteers help prevent drug and alco-
hol abuse. They stimulate disabled infants,
teach crafts to seniors, combat illiteracy,
register voters, teach wheelchair sports, and
help fellow citizens in a variety of programs.

As cities across the nation face the chal-
lenge of ‘‘doing more with less’’ Virginia
Beach’s volunteer program offers a beacon of
hope. Volunteer/Staff partnerships keep vital
services available for those who need them
most.

At the core of volunteerism in Virginia
Beach city government is a commitment to
community, a willingness to serve others,
and a desire to actively participate in self
governance. Most of all, Virginia Beach vol-
unteers are people helping people . . . neigh-
bors helping neighbors . . . to build a better
community.

VIRGINIA BEACH VOLUNTEER COUNCIL: 10-YEAR
SUMMARY

Year Volun-
teers 1 Hours FTE 2 Value

1985 ......................... 2,095 425,365 205 $3,223,501
1986 ......................... 2,841 515,569 248 3,818,434
1987 ......................... 3,151 542,757 261 4,420,009
1988 ......................... 3,396 663,144 319 5,893,397
1989 ......................... 3,516 723,082 348 7,478,465
1990 ......................... 3,833 772,532 371 8,263,903
1991 ......................... 4,933 835,352 402 9,201,753
1992 ......................... 5,000 1,001,213 481 10,923,339
1993 ......................... 5,500 1,066,028 513 11,335,348
1994 ......................... 6,791 1,291,024 621 13,064,851

1 Average Per Quarter.
2 FTE=Full Time Equivalent.
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Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin. It was with great sadness that I re-
ceived the news of his tragic and untimely
death on Saturday.

Prime Minister Rabin had a vision of a free
and democratic Israel living in peace with its
neighbors when lesser men could not even
imagine the existence of a Jewish State in the
Middle East. Yitzhak Rabin fought heroically in
the Israeli War of Independence in 1948. He
continued to serve and to lead as Chief of
Staff of the Israeli Defense Forces during the
victorious war of 1967. And as Defense Min-
ister, he continued to lead to contribute to Is-
rael’s security not only through preparations
for war, but also through preparations for
peace.

I had the privilege of seeing firsthand the
fruits of his leadership in Israel. Two years
ago, as a freshman Congressman, I was able
to travel to Israel and meet Yitzhak Rabin and
see the country. Not only was I impressed
with the man, I was impressed with the Israeli
people and their desire for peace and security.

The next time I saw Prime Minister Rabin as
last year at the historic ceremony which took
place at the White House in which he and
Yasser Arafat signed a historic peace accord.
Without his leadership, that ceremony would
never have occurred. With his leadership, the
almost inconceivable peace with former en-
emies of Israel came closer to fruition.

The peace process and the democratic sta-
bility of Israel must serve as a living memorial
to Yitzhak Rabin. The heinous act which
robbed the world of his presence occurred at
the end of a peace rally where he was exhort-
ing others to carry on and support his peace
efforts. Mr. Speaker, we must continue to sup-
port those efforts.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to conclude my re-
marks by reading excerpts from Prime Minister
Rabin’s last public statement, read by him just
minutes before he was brutally assassinated.

I was a military man for 27 years. I waged
war as long as there was no chance for peace.
I believe there is now a chance for peace, a
great chance, and we must take advantage of
it for those who are standing here, and for
those who are not here—and they are many.
I have always believed that the majority of
the people want peace and are ready to take
a chance for peace.

Violence erodes the basis of Israeli democ-
racy. It should be condemned and wisely ex-
punged and isolated. It is not the way of the
State of Israel. There is democracy. There
can be disputes but the outcome will be set-
tled by democratic elections. Peace is not
only in prayers—but it is the desire of the
Jewish people. This rally must broadcast to
the Israeli public, to the world Jewish public
and to many in the western and outside
worlds that the people of Israel want peace,
support peace.

Mr. Speaker, peace is the most wonderful of
goals for which a man can give his life.
Yitzhak Rabin gave his life for peace and for
his people. He will never be forgotten.
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