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In critical respects the Pro-Choice people

and the Pro-Guns people share a somewhat
naive reliance upon extremist self-help prin-
ciples grounded in uninhibited property
rights. This sort of thing is reflected as well
in such displays as the shameless advertise-
ments (as in this morning’s Parade maga-
zine) by tobacco companies which are de-
signed to trap impressionable youngsters in
a deadly addiction (See ‘‘Your Basic 3-Piece
Suit,’’ Parade Magazine, Sept. 17, 1995, p. 20.)
A self-respecting, and self-confident, commu-
nity should be able to supervise, with a view
to the common good, the uses (private as
well as public) of all of the property that it
makes possible and protects.
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Before I conclude these remarks I return,
however briefly, to a much-needed lesson in
the proper mode of constitutional interpreta-
tion. The Johnson v. Texas decision turned on
a reading of the First Amendment. Although
I continue to have reservations about that
reading, it should be acknowledged that
there was something valid in what the ma-
jority of the Supreme Court said on that oc-
casion. There is a serious First Amendment
problem whenever only a few of many in-
stances of any type of offensive action are
selected for prosecution—those few which
are accompanied by, or are understood to
convey, sentiments particularly disliked by
the local prosecutor or by his constituents.

There are lots of offensive things done with
the Flag these days, most of them much
more serious (if only they are much more
pervasive) than what results from a rare
flag-burning. We have learned to put up with
considerable routine abuse of the Flag, much
of it for commercial purposes. (The nearest
illustration for us on this campus is what
may be seen a few hundred yards away from
this hall—a Texas Stadium representation of
the Flag with the slogan ‘‘Just Do It’’ defac-
ing it.) This epidemic of flag abuse is rather
sad, especially when I remember how we used
to cheer the Flag when it appeared in movie
theatre newsreels during the Second World
War.

Be that as it may, the Congressional pro-
ponents of the contemplated Flag Desecra-
tion Amendment assure us that it is not in-
tended to repeal the First Amendment. This
means that critical freedom-of-speech chal-
lenges will be posed whenever prosecutors
can be shown to ignore almost all flag dese-
crations but those accompanied or express-
ing sentiments they find personally offen-
sive. Equal protection challenges can also be
expected to highly selective enforcement of
State laws.

Traffic laws, for example, are clearly con-
stitutional. Yet the policeman who stops
only those speeders displaying bumper stick-
ers he does not like can expect to have his
policy of selective enforcement seriously
challenged on several constitutional
grounds. The fact that there is a constitu-
tional amendment authorizing a general en-
forcement policy may not matter. We once
had a Prohibition Amendment—but if a pros-
ecutor had enforced prohibition laws only
against his political opponents substantial
constitutional challenges should have been
expected.

All this is aside from the technical prob-
lems of what ‘‘the flag of the United States’’
should be taken to mean and how ‘‘physical
desecration’’ should be understood. What, for
example, can be done with a protester who
displays a flag that is canceled like the flags
we are accustomed to seeing on postage
stamps—or with a protester who burns pub-
licly such a blow-up (but even larger) as I
have provided you this evening of canceled
flag-decorated postage stamps? Would it
matter if the burning was of uncancelled

flag-stamp blow-ups? So much then, at least
for the time being, for this lesson in con-
stitutional interpretation—and in the limits,
as well as the merits, of reliance upon con-
stitutions to cure our ills.

The perspective from which I have at-
tempted to speak on this occasion has been
that of the informed and responsible citizen.
At times, of course, the responsible citizen
can be disheartened, especially as he ob-
serves how determined all too many of his no
doubt patriotic fellow citizens can be to
plunge ahead with amendments that would
disfigure if not even derail the Constitution.
If things get bad enough, with a constitu-
tional pile-up threatened, the powerless stu-
dent of such appallingly interesting matters
can at least console himself with a story
that Lyndon Johnson used to tell:

‘‘There was a fellow in Johnson City who
wanted to be a district engineer. To test
him, the boss asked what he would do if he
saw two trains coming at each other on a
single track at 60 miles an hour. The fellow
thought about it for a while and said, ‘I’d go
home and get my brother.’

‘‘ ‘Why would you do that?’ The boss asked.
‘‘ ‘My brother ain’t even seen a train

wreck,’ he said.’’
(Liz Carpenter, ed., ‘‘LBJ: Images of a Vi-
brant Life’’ [Austin, Texas: The Friends of
the LBJ Library, 1973], p. 14) We can wonder
whether Mr. Johnson ever consoled himself
in turn with at least having had a ringside
seat for the train-wreck of a war that he
(with perhaps the most patriotic of inten-
tions) stumbled into a Southeast Asia, a
questionable war that also contributed both
to the disfigurement of the Constitution and
to the demoralization of the American peo-
ple.
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I have used the current Flag Desecration
Amendment campaign to suggest what the
Constitution should mean to us. In this way,
at least, even this misguided campaign can
be put to salutary use.

Much of what I have said this evening
about how the Constitution needs to be
treated should have long been apparent to
the more mature members of Congress. They
should know that a cheap form of patriotism
is being indulged in by some of their amend-
ments-hungry colleagues at the risk of dese-
crating the Constitution itself. All this
should remind us of how a disciplined and
sensible legislative body operates. For one
thing, it keeps certain excesses safely under
control in its committees, having learned
long ago how public opinion can be misled.

I presume to pay special tribute to one
member of the House of Representatives, a
Democrat from Indiana (Andrew Jacobs),
who tried last January to salvage something
from his colleagues’ recent stampede by of-
fering to add to the Flag Desecration
Amendment the provision that the spending
of money for the election of public officials
no longer be considered constitutionally-pro-
tected speech either. (See 141 CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD H176, January 4, 1995.) He reminded
us thereby of still another unfortunate First
Amendment reading by the Supreme Court,
its 1976 ruling in Buckley v. Valeo. That rul-
ing undermined what Congress had tried to
do, a generation ago, to control campaign fi-
nancing in this country. I continue to be-
lieve that the First Amendment should not
be understood to keep us from experimenting
with reasonable measures to prevent our
elections from being bought or from seeming
to be bought by excessive expenditures of
funds, whether by private persons, by cor-
porations, unions, and other organizations,
or by the government itself.

But even the serious mistake by the Su-
preme Court in the Buckley Case does not

warrant a constitutional amendment. Rather
Congress should try again and again—and we
in turn should all try to help the Court to
recognize what it too truly wants to recog-
nize; the true reading of the Constitution.

In this worthy enterprise in civic edu-
cation, the Politics Department of the Uni-
versity of Dallas should continue to be
among the leaders in our country today. You
are to be congratulated for celebrating Con-
stitution Day as you do, with both playful
festivities and serious talk, reminding us
thereby that the Constitution depends upon
and ministers to both the high and the low.
Such a celebration, you also know, is most
meaningful when it can include an examina-
tion of what the Constitution does and does
not say. It is to such an examination, at
least in part, that we have dedicated our-
selves on this inspiring occasion.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Centerforce which is celebrating
its 20th anniversary of service to hundreds of
thousands of families all over California. This
unique community-based organization pro-
vides both direct and indirect services to pris-
on visitors including children and families of in-
carcerated parents at 29 centers serving 34
State prisons and 1 youth facility. Over
350,000 visitors benefit from this innovative
program each year.

Centerforce is the statewide extension of
The House at San Quentin which was estab-
lished by Seamus Kilty and supported by
Catholic Social Services of Marin. It has con-
tinuously served prison visitors since 1971. In
1975 Centerforce was envisioned to create a
statewide network of visitor centers modeled
after The House. Under the leadership of
Maureen Fenlon, O.P., the first executive di-
rector, and with the cooperation of the local
communities, visitor centers were established
at each prison so that all families of prisoners
could receive basic support services nec-
essary to keep their family together. These
services include transportation, child care, re-
freshments, crisis intervention, prison visitor
advocacy, special education programs, sum-
mer camps for the children, and simply protec-
tion from inclement weather for the traveling
families.

Mr. Speaker, Centerforce is a national
model of the collaboration we need between
government, community organizations, and in-
dividuals to nurture and support the family unit
especially at times of separation when they
are more vulnerable. As we know, every pris-
on inmate is a family member who will be re-
turning to that family in the future. We all
value the family as the most essential unit in
our society. It takes just a short-term invest-
ment in these families, and especially in their
children, to keep the family ties strong and
thereby lowering the recidivism rate in the long
term. I commend Centerforce for the major
contribution it has made to the preservation of
thousands of families throughout California
and our country who have benefited from this
visionary, compassionate, yet very down-to-
earth program.
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Although Centerforce is a statewide organi-

zation, I take pride in its accomplishments be-
cause it was created and is located in the con-
gressional district I am privileged to represent.
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Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and
I rise today to pay tribute to Dr. Edward H.
Bersoff who will be honored on October 20,
1995 by the Northern Virginia Community
Foundation [NVCF] for all his contributions to
improving the quality of life in northern Vir-
ginia.

The Northern Virginia Community Founda-
tion is a community endowment that supports
the arts, education, health, community im-
provement, and youth issues. The foundation
does not duplicate efforts of existing charitable
organizations, but assists ongoing community
projects and specific programs of established
groups. Contributions are used only for local
needs and provide a reserve fund to meet un-
foreseen critical emergencies. The foundation
is managed by a board of directors represent-
ing all areas of northern Virginia.

Dr. Edward H. Bersoff, president, CEO, and
founder of BTG, Inc., is a pioneer in the tech-
nology community. He founded BTG in 1982
and reported a revenue of $156 million in its
most recent fiscal year. BTG also employs
650 people, the majority in northern Virginia.
Dr. Bersoff is well known in northern Virginia,
where he serves as chairman of the Fairfax
County Chamber of Commerce and on the in-
formation technology advisory group for the
Fairfax County government. He was the first
chairman of the Northern Virginia Technology
Council and chaired the technology work
group of the Virginia Economic Recovery
Commission. Dr. Bersoff also serves on
boards of the Washington Airports Task Force,
the Inova Health Care Services Board, and
the advisory council of the Minority Business
Association of Northern Virginia. In addition,
he is past president of the Northern Virginia
Community College Educational Foundation
and was a member of the board of directors
of Virgina’s Center for Innovative Technology.

He served on the Navy C3I Subcommittee
of the National Security Industrial Association,
chairs the Professional Services Council and
is a senior member of the Institute for Elec-
trical and Electronics Engineers. Dr. Bersoff is
also the director of the Armed Forces Commu-
nications and Electronics Association.

A longtime supporter of education, Dr.
Bersoff received his A.B., M.S., and Ph.D. de-
grees in mathematics from New York Univer-
sity and is a graduate of the Harvard Business
School Owned/President Management Pro-
gram. He taught mathematics at Kingsborough
Community College in New York, Northeastern
and Boston Universities in Massachusetts, and
the American University in Washington, DC.
He coauthored one of the first textbooks on

the technology of Software Configuration Man-
agement.

Dr. Bersoff received the 1993 Northern Vir-
ginia Technology Council Leadership in Tech-
nology Award and was named one of the
1994 Washington Area Entrepreneurs of the
Year.

His wife Marilynn is vice president of admin-
istration at BTG, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, we know our colleagues join
us in honoring Dr. Edward H. Bersoff on his
leadership in the technology community and
his outstanding accomplishments in northern
Virgina.
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a man who has been a commit-
ted defender of personal freedom and con-
stitutional rights. This dedicated individual, Mr.
Tom Kerr, has been an influential leader of the
Greater Pittsburgh Chapter of the American
Civil Liberties Union for almost 40 years.

Tom Kerr’s many years of service will be
celebrated in Pittsburgh at a dinner gala on
October 25, 1995. He will be honored for his
service to the community, for his personal sac-
rifice and commitment, and for his devotion to
civil liberties.

Mr. Kerr helped revive the Pittsburgh chap-
ter of the ACLU in 1956 and served for years
as the leader of this organization. From 1964
to 1984, he chaired the Pennsylvania ACLU
affiliate and served on the national board of
the ACLU. Mr. Kerr once gave up a partner-
ship in a promising private practice rather than
give in to pressure from his colleagues to
abandon his work with the ACLU. Since then,
he has taught at the Duquesne University
School of Law and the Graduate School of In-
dustrial Administration of Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity while working actively for the ACLU.
He has also served on the Pittsburgh Human
Relations Commission and the Pittsburgh pub-
lic employees’ Personnel Appeals Board. He
is still active today as an associate professor
at CMU and as a member of the board of the
ACLU’s Pittsburgh chapter and the ACLU’s
National Advisory Council.

Mr. Kerr’s legal activities on behalf of the
ACLU has included cases in support of the
civil rights movement, affirmative action, con-
scientious objectors resisting conscription dur-
ing the Vietnam war, and union protestors. He
has worked tirelessly to challenge the legality
of racial- and gender-based discrimination, to
guarantee the separation of church and state,
and to defend individuals’ rights to equal pro-
tection and individual privacy. In short, he has
been active in many, if not all, of the most
contentious and important constitutional issues
of our times. More importantly, he has been
on the right side of those issues.

I join the Greater Pittsburgh Chapter of the
ACLU in celebrating Tom Kerr’s commitment
to the defense of our precious civil liberties,
and in thanking him for his many years of
dedicated service to this cause and to the
ACLU.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, from October 23–
29, 1995, the city of Clawson, MI, will again
hold a red ribbon celebration in its continuing
effort to eliminate the illegal use of drugs in
schools, homes, and places of work.

This year’s theme, ‘‘Be Healthy and Drug
Free,’’ has been imprinted on the red ribbons
which will be worn by adults and children as
a symbol of their personal commitment to re-
maining drug free. At the end of the week.
Clawson participants in the celebration will
sign their ribbons and send them to Congress.
I am honored to be the intended recipient of
the Clawson ribbons again this year.

The red ribbon celebration encourages the
community to address drugs as a serious soci-
etal problem and especially to reinforce Claw-
son youth with the knowledge that their peers
are drug free. The campaign, therefore, com-
bats the pressure on school children to experi-
ment with drugs, and demonstrates that illegal
drug use is not tolerated by our society.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the action of the city
of Clawson to reduce illegal drug use in
schools and in the workplace, and lend my full
support to the red ribbon celebration.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I want to take
this opportunity to pay tribute to an outstand-
ing citizen of Ohio and a good friend. William
E. Butler, chairman of the board of Eaton
Corp., will retire from that position this year.

Bill Bulter joined Eaton in 1957 as assistant
employee relations manager of the
Dyanamatic Division. Over the years, he has
been a creative, innovative, and reliable leader
in the Cleveland business community. Direct-
ing a global corporation with over $6.1 billion
in sales is no easy task. Eaton’s reputation as
a manufacturer of quality engineered products
is due in large measure to Bill’s dedication
and professionalism.

In addition to his tremendous business ex-
pertise. Bill has also given nearly four decades
to bettering his community. Whether as a
member of the board of directors of Cleveland
Tomorrow and the Greater Cleveland, or as
the 1994 United Way general campaign chair-
man, Bill has always earned the respect of his
peers. I hope he enjoys a retirement that is as
fulfilling and rewarding as his career.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Bill Butler for his numerous
achievements over the years, and I wish him
and his family all the best in the years ahead.
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