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TRIBUTE TO ST. MARY QUEEN OF
PEACE CHURCH

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 1995

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my sincere congratulations to St. Mary
Queen of Peace Church in Kingsford, Ml, as
it celebrates the golden jubilee. This is cer-
tainly an important milestone in the history of
St. Mary’s, as well as the Kingsford commu-
nity. | was pleased that | could be in Kingsford
on August 12, 1995, with Bishop Garland,
Bishop Schmitt, Father Nomellini, all clergy,
and the parish community to celebrate 50
years of honoring God and serving God’s peo-
ple.

When St. Mary Queen of Peace Church
was dedicated on August 12, 1945, amid the
splendor of a Catholic ritual, it was the cul-
mination of many years of efforts by the local
community. Prior to that time, there were two
downtown parishes in Iron Mountain, St. Mary
and St. Joseph. Local parishioners found that
the distances that had to be traveled to St.
Mary and St. Joseph were a serious impedi-
ment to attending Sunday mass. It soon be-
came clear, as the Kingsford area became
more populated, that there was a need for a
separate parish for Catholic families.

In 1940, working with the permission of his
bishop, Iron Mountain’s Reverend Pelissier es-
tablished a mission station in Kingsford
Heights and placed in charge his assistant—
your friend, my father's friend, and later the
pastor of this parish—Rev. Arnold Thompson.
As many of you know, and as | mentioned at
Father Thompson’s jubilee celebration, Father
Thompson and my father were in seminary to-
gether. | am living proof that my father did not
complete the seminary. My connection with
this parish goes back even further, because
my father taught Father Joe Gouin. Because
of these ties, the Stupak family is always wel-
comed and made to feel part of the St. Mary
Queen of Peace family.

It was Reverend Thompson who impressed
upon the people of this pioneer congregation
their obligation in laying the ground work for
the future parish. In 1941, five lots were pur-
chased, and by 1942, mass was being offered
every Sunday in a local community building by
Rev. Arnold Thompson. Soon, catechism
groups and a religious vacation school were
organized. The enthusiasm for a separate par-
ish ran high, and a fund was started for the
planning and construction of a new church.

Anxious to be declared a parish in its own
right, the community secured a residence for
a priest if the bishop would send one.
Progress being made by the people of
Kingsford so pleased the Bishop Francis
Magner, that he deemed it time to send the
resident priest and formally erect the parish.
On June 14, 1944, His Excellency, the Bishop
of Marquette, issued the decree that formed
St. Mary Queen of Peace parish in Kingsford
Heights, and Rev. Gerald Harrington was ap-
pointed as its first pastor.

The work of excavation began in August
1944 on the lots purchased in 1941, and the
decorative cornerstone, containing documents
of parish, diocesan, and national history, was
laid in October. Many distinguished clergymen
from the Midwest were present to celebrate
the occasion.
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On August 12, 1945, the beautiful church of
St. Mary Queen of Peace Church was dedi-
cated. Future pastors, including the second
resident priest, Rev. Thomas Anderson, con-
tributed to the internal decoration of the
church, such as the striking stained glass win-
dows.

Fifty years later, we are celebrating not only
the construction of this church, but more im-
portant, we are paying tribute to the profound
effect this church has had on the Kingsford
community. This church and its theological
leaders have provided spiritual guidance and
religious education to this community for 50
years, and that is truly something to celebrate.

In 1995, this Nation is faced with a variety
of problems that affect our families and our
young people. That's why it is so important to
have a center of worship. This church pro-
vides a foundation of faith that is necessary in
today’s society.

So today, | am pleased to pay tribute to the
leaders of this church and its parishioners for
the enormous contributions they have made to
the Kingsford community and Marquette dio-
cese. And | hope my family and | are invited
back to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
St. Mary Queen of Peace Church.

| know my colleagues join me in honoring
the parish community of St. Mary Queen of
Peace Church as they celebrate its golden ju-
bilee.

———

RECOGNITION OF MIAMI
UNIVERSITY IN OXFORD, OH

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY

OF OHIO

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 1995

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, we would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the signifi-
cant contributions made by Miami University in
Oxford, OH. As one of us is a proud alumnus
of this institution and the other has the privi-
lege of representing it in Congress, we know
firsthand that the rankings and honors are well
deserved. We jointly submit our appreciation
and acknowledgement of the efforts taken by
the staff, students, and administration. Their
combined work has earned them a top twenty
rating by both The Fiske Guide to Colleges
and Money magazine as one of the Nation’s
best educational values. Yet another accolade
came this week with U.S. News and World
Report ranking Miami University as the 9th
most efficient school nationally. Considering
the caliber of schools this fine institution com-
petes with, one easily sees that all of Ohio
benefits from such a productive and rewarding
partnership. We feel that the quality of higher
education is being vigorously upheld and im-
proved upon by Miami University and all the
other fine institutions recently listed among
this Nation’s best. We wholeheartedly wish
them continued success.
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PASSAGE OF TEAM ACT MAKES
SENSE

HON. ROB PORTMAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 1995

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday the
House passed H.R. 743, the Teamwork for
Employees and Managers Act of 1995. This
legislation represents a symbolic end to the
era of confrontation between worker and em-
ployer and the dawning of a new era of mutual
participation that will help secure our status as
a world leader for decades to come.

Gone are the days when management’s
greatest adversary was located on the floor of
its own company. Today, corporations, such
as IBM, Texas Instruments, and Eastman
Kodak, indicate that they could not compete
internationally if it were not for tapping the cre-
ativity and knowledge of their own labor
forces.

Unfortunately, rulings issued by National
Labor Relations Board prohibited labor-man-
agement cooperation committees under the
National Labor Relations Act. In essence, the
NLRB barred employees from participating in
the decisionmaking process for issues that af-
fect them directly. This, Mr. Speaker, is a
throwback to the 1930’s where union busting
was common place and employees were
merely cogs in the machine. It is inconsistent
with the 1990 workplace where the benefit of
employee management cooperation is widely
recognized by both sides.

The TEAM Act was created in an attempt to
clarify to the NLRB and other Federal agen-
cies the legality of these employee involve-
ment structures. It permits an employer to
interact with employees on matters of mutual
interest. This legislation does not impede the
right of employees to select their own rep-
resentatives or their own bargaining agent. In
fact, provisions were included in the act that
specifically state no labor-management co-
operation committee can engage in collective
bargaining nor act as exclusive representa-
tives of the employees.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to be a cospon-
sor of legislation that will increase communica-
tion between management and employees.
This can only enhance the working conditions
and productivity of companies and their em-
ployees. | believe the TEAM Act is a well-
crafted vehicle to usher in a new era in em-
ployee management relations and congratu-
late my colleagues for writing and passing this
legislation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 1995

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, because of
my attendance, as a member and co-chair of
the congressional delegation, at the Fourth
World Conference on Women in Beijing earlier
this month, | missed several votes. For the
benefit of my constituents, | ask that the
record reflect that | would have voted as fol-
lows:

Rollcall 636, ordering the previous
question, Yes;
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Rollcall 637, recommitting the legis-
lative appropriations conference re-
port, No;

Rollcall 638, final passage, fiscal year
1996 1legislative appropriations con-
ference report, Yes;

Rollcall 639, cutting $493 million for
Stealth bombers, Yes;

Rollcall 640, cutting $1 billion for F-
22 R&D, Yes;

Rollcall 641, supporting abortion
rights, Yes;
Rollcall 642, opposing abortion
rights, No;
Rollcall 643, cutting intelligence

spending, No;

Rollcall 644, cutting 3 percent across
the board, Yes;

Rollcall 645, regarding political advo-
cacy, No;

Rollcall 646, final passage, fiscal year
1996 Defense appropriations, No;

Rollcall 647, regarding BRAC rec-
ommendations, No; and

Rollcall 648, motion to instruct on
Treasury-Postal appropriations, Yes.

——————

THE SCHOOL BASED HEALTH
CLINIC ACT

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 1995

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to announce the introduction of leg-
islation that is long overdue. The School
Based Health Clinic Act ensures that every
child shall have access to high quality health
care services. | trust that this body will act to
ensure prompt passage of this critical bill.

Tragically, over 12 million children, and al-
most half of all elementary school students,
lack access to basic preventative health care
such as immunizations and physical exams.
The barriers that may stand in their way are
inadequate or no health insurance, few avail-
able caregivers, and lack of convenient trans-
portation.

This dilemma has caused many commu-
nities to establish school based health clinics.
These clinics have proven to be very success-
ful in their mission—bringing comprehensive
health care to children in need.

Unfortunately, many centers cannot get the
funding that they desperately need to continue
operating. The School Based Health Center
Act will provide seed money for expanding
these centers to new communities. My bill will
increase access to health services for school
kids by requiring that HMO’s and other man-
aged care plans provide assistance to school
based health centers.

Mr. Speaker, our children are in dire need of
health care services. Far too many children
are not immunized, they do not receive dental
care, and only get to see a doctor in the emer-
gency room. We now have a unique oppor-
tunity to make a positive impact on the health
and well being of our Nation’s most needy
children.

| urge my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to join me in sponsoring this historic
piece of legislation, and bring comprehensive
health care to children in dire need of care.
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THE MEDICARE DEBATE
HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 1995

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask that the
following editorial from the San Diego Union
Tribune, dated September 22, 1995, be in-
serted in the RECORD.

THE MEDICARE DEBATE
(By Brian Bilbray)

The current radio and television ad cam-
paign employed to derail Medicare reform ef-
forts reminds me of a B horror movie—a
ridculous script, unbelivable characters and
a wildly exaggerated villian. If the big-labor-
financed advertisements running against me
in San Diego weren’t so distorted and out-
rageous they would be humorous.

But there is nothing funny about the im-
pending bankruptcy of the health-care sys-
tem upon which 37 million American seniors
now depend. However, the distortions and
scare tactics surrounding the debate do a
great disservice to seniors and those of us in
Congress who wish to arrive at a reasonable
solution to preserve the system.

As we begin to debate the specifies of Re-
publican proposals to reform Medicare, we
will keep in mind what the opponents of
Medicare reform have forgotten: The future
of Medicare depends upon a dialogue, not a
shouting match. The real villains are those
who cheapen the debate and contribute no
ideas or solutions of their own.

The Medicare Preservation Act of 1995, in-
troduced in the House of Representatives
this week, is a starting point for debate, not
the final product for reform. Since April,
when President Clinton’s trustees warned
that the system would be bankrupt by the
year 2002, I have met with seniors, doctors
and hospital administrators in San Diego.
They provided me with input and ideas,
which have become part of the proposal we
are now debating in Congress.

The Republican plan is based upon the be-
lief that individuals will make better choices
about their health care than the govern-
ment. Seniors will be able to choose from the
same types of health-care plans now found in
the private sector. If a senior is now spend-
ing a great deal of out-of-pocket expense on
MediGap insurance to cover prescription
drugs, he or she can choose not to enroll in
‘“‘¢raditional’”” Medicare and may instead
want to pick a plan that includes drug cov-
erage.

Seniors also will have an option of a
‘““MediSave’” program, in which a high-de-
ductible policy is purchased and the govern-
ment deposits money to cover that deduct-
ible in an interest-bearing account in a bank
of their choice. This gives them complete
control over important medical decisions,
with their doctors, without worrying about
an insurer’s or Medicare’s payment policies.

The bill introduced this week also exposes
the shameless fear tactics of the past few
months which have alleged that premium
costs for seniors enrolled in Medicare Part B
will drastically increase. Today, seniors pay
premiums that are 31.5 percent of Part B
costs.

Under our proposal, the premiums will con-
tinue to be calculated that way, so that they
will increase slightly every year, just as they
have done since the inception of the pro-
gram. Beneficiaries will not face any in-
crease in deductibles and co-payments, in
contrast to what our critics are claiming.

Under our proposal, doctors and hospitals
will be allowed to form provider-service net-
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works to cover Medicare benefits, without
the insurance company or managed-care
company as an intermediary. A group of doc-
tors or hospitals functioning as a network
would be required to meet solvency and mar-
keting requirements. Per-beneficiary con-
tributions will be adjusted for age and other
factors so that Medicare is providing funds
according to need.

The health-care dollars spent by a senior
in San Diego may be drastically different
than those spent by a senior in Nashua,
N.H.—our plan provides for this flexibility.
Every Medicare provider must agree to take
all applicants and allow participants to stay
in the plan as long as they want; no one will
be shut out due to an illness or a pre-existing
condition.

How do Republicans reduce Medicare’s rate
of growth—one that has been running at
hyperinflationary levels? Two ways: In-
creased health-care choices for seniors who
will spend their dollars more efficiently, and
increased competition between providers. In
addition, the Medicare Preservation Act will
shrink the subsidy Medicare currently pro-
vides to more affluent seniors.

According to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, a 65-year-old couple, both retiring this
year, will collect $126,000 more from Medi-
care than they paid in during their working
years.

For millions of seniors, this subsidy is
vital to their retirement income security,
but this is a luxury the taxpayers cannot af-
ford for wealthier seniors. Single seniors
with incomes over $75,000 and couples with
incomes over $150,000 will begin to pay high-
er premiums instead of receiving a subsidy
from the taxpayers.

The scare tactics and misinformation cam-
paign designed to derail Medicare reform
will continue. However, senior participants
in the system know that doing nothing to
save Medicare is not an option. The calls I
have received from seniors in San Diego have
been overwhelmingly against the
‘“Mediscare’ advertisements.

As one woman from La Jolla asked, ‘“‘How
gullible do the labor unions think we are?
Preservation of Medicare means reform, and
as long as reform continues to involve dia-
logue with San Diegans, I have more con-
fidence in the process.” I agree, and I urge
opponents of Medicare reform to focus on the
process of debate, don’t further debase the
process.

———

IN MEMORIAM: THE OFFICE OF
TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT, 1972-95

HON. AMO HOUGHTON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 1995

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
gressional Office of Technology Assessment
[OTA], which served the Congress with such
great distinction for more than 20 years, will
close its doors on September 29, 1995. On
behalf of all the Members of this body, | would
like to express my deep appreciation to the
more than 200 dedicated and talented individ-
uals at OTA who have served us so selflessly.
And | want to share with you a brief summary
of their accomplishments.

As you know, OTA’s job was to provide the
Congress with an objective, thorough analysis
of many of the critical technical issues of the
day. And that it did, examining cutting edge
science in medicine, telecommunications, agri-
culture, materials, transportation, defense, in-
deed in every discipline and sector important
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