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are going to have funds for space and VA
care in the future. In 1996 we will spend $270
billion in interest payments on the debt. Imag-
ine the good we could do today if previous
Congressmen had the will to make the tough
decisions and act responsibly.
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OF INDIANA
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Wednesday, August 2, 1995

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
August 2, 1995 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

MEDICARE: PAST SUCCESSES, FUTURE
CHALLENGES

July 30th marked the thirtieth anniversary
of Medicare. Although many in 1965 pre-
dicted dire consequences as a result of Medi-
care’s enactment, it is today without ques-
tion one of the most widely supported federal
government programs. And for good reason:
Medicare has contributed to enormous im-
provements in the well-being and quality of
life of older Americans. Americans of all
ages agree that the assurance of access to
medical care for the elderly must be pre-
served.

But Medicare also faces many challenges.
Health care costs that have significantly
outpaced inflation and growing numbers of
older Americans have made it difficult to
adequately finance the program. Congress
has made numerous changes to Medicare
over several years, cutting payments to
health care providers and placing stricter
limits on benefits. But financing problems
remain, and will lead to hardships for the 37
million Medicare beneficiaries who depend
on the program if the problems are not ad-
dressed soon.

SUCCESSES

The Medicare program consists of two
parts: Hospital Insurance (HI), primarily
funded through tax receipts; and Supple-
mentary Medical Insurance (SMI) for physi-
cian costs, largely funded through general
revenues with premiums for enrollees cover-
ing the remainder.

Before Medicare was enacted, less than
half of Americans under 65 had health insur-
ance, and 30% lived below the poverty line.
Many older persons had to choose between
medical care and other necessities because
they could not afford both. Financial pres-
sures forced some to forego treatment until
it was too late. Today, almost all older
Americans—97%—have health care coverage,
and the percentage of them living in poverty
has been cut by more than half. Life expect-
ancy for an American born today is over five
years higher than it is for those born in 1960.

While Medicare is not perfect, its adminis-
trative costs are just over 2% of program
spending, considerably lower than the ad-
ministrative costs of the average large pri-
vate insurer. And while all Medicare enroll-
ees receive coverage regardless of their in-
comes most Medicare benefits go to those
who need them most—older persons with in-
comes of $25,000 or less.

CHALLENGES

Medicare’s impending financing problems
are of great concern to seniors receiving
Medicare benefits, as well as future bene-
ficiaries who question its availability during
their retirement. Medicare expenditures,
which were less than $5 billion in 1967, now
total over $181 billion. The trustees of the
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Medicare trust fund project that HI will be-
come insolvent in 2002, just 7 years away.
This funding shortfall reflects the high rate
of inflation in the health care sector, an
aging population, and growth in the quantity
of services provided. Since SMI is financed
with premiums and general revenues, it does
not have the same financing problems as HI.
REFORM PROPOSALS

Long-range deficits have been projected for
HI since the early 1970s. In the early 1980s
Congress took action to protect Medicare’s
solvency by increasing tax revenues and re-
forming how hospitals are reimbursed. These
reforms, along with an expanding economy,
improved Medicare’s financial outlook in the
near-term.

Currently, there are numerous proposals to
reform the Medicare system. | believe that
Congress should consider these reform pro-
posals with a critical eye. Several proposals
have already crated much interest, but long-
term funding problems remain.

One proposal would mean annual limits on
spending in the program by giving older peo-
ple a choice of private health insurance plans
as alternatives to a standard federal pro-
gram. The idea would be to make an ex-
panded choice of plan options available to
Medicare beneficiaries at the time of initial
eligibility and during subsequent annual
open enrollment periods.

Another idea would require the govern-
ment to give beneficiaries vouchers to buy
private insurance. The Medicare system
would cease to be a system of defined bene-
fits and become instead a program providing
a defined contribution toward the cost of
health care.

Other proposals would offer options like
medical savings accounts or managed care,
such as Health Maintenance Organizations
and Preferred Provider Organizations. Some
would basically keep the current system but
increase premiums for new SMI bene-
ficiaries, increase the Medicare deductible,
and charge copayments on home health serv-
ices.

MY VIEW

Over the past three decades, Medicare has
proven itself an effective and essential ele-
ment in raising the standard of living of
older Americans. Medicare is a commitment
to the American people that when health
care is most likely to be needed, it will be
available. | believe that this core commit-
ment must be preserved. Reforms in the
Medicare system must be considered; how-
ever, wholesale immediate cuts are not the
answer. Reforms cannot be considered with-
out focusing on our inflationary health care
system.

The budget resolution supported by the
congressional leadership calls for a huge tar-
get of $270 billion reduction in Medicare
spending; that’s about 30% of the money that
the resolution needs to balance the federal
budget over the next 7 years. | voted against
this budget resolution because these cuts
simply cannot be made without doing harm
to the beneficiaries and the health care sys-
tem. But it is also true that there is no way
to balance the federal budget or even achieve
significant deficit reduction over the long
haul without reducing the growth of Medi-
care.

The cuts proposed in this budget resolution
are much greater than what is needed to
maintain Medicare’s solvency. Instead, | be-
lieve we should enact more modest short-
term savings that would still extend the life
of the trust fund and give us more time to
examine the best policy options for longer-
term reform. | believe we must be cognizant
of certain principles when considering Medi-
care reform: affordability, universality,
quality, cost containment, fairness to sen-
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iors and providers. It is not my preference to
reduce payments to beneficiaries under Med-
icare. We must act decisively yet carefully
to preserve the promise of Medicare for the
next thirty years and beyond.

TRIBUTE TO TED LEIPPRANDT
HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 2, 1995

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to recognize Ted
Leipprandt of Pigeon, MI, as he celebrates his
retirement. For the past 36 years, Ted
Leipprandt has devoted his time and energy to
the advancement of Michigan's dry bean in-
dustry. On August 7, 1995, Ted will be hon-
ored for his role in Michigan’s agricultural sec-
tor during the Michigan Bean Shippers Asso-
ciation summer conference.

Ted has worked tirelessly for the advance-
ment of agricultural issues since his introduc-
tion to the industry in 1959 as an agronomist
for the Cooperative Elevator Co. Over the
course of the next two decades, his dedication
was awarded with several promotions, cul-
minating in his ascendancy to general man-
ager in 1974.

In his capacity as the cooperative’s general
manager, Ted led the company through a pe-
riod of rapid growth and industrialization. He
devoted countless hours to ensure the compa-
ny's significant expansion was a success.
Under his leadership, the cooperative was car-
ried into the latter half of the 20th century.

Ted’s dedication to the agricultural industry
is paralleled only by his devotion to the com-
munity. Currently, Ted sits on the board of the
Detroit Edison Co. and of the East Central
Farm Credit System. In the past, he spent 2
years as the president of the Michigan 4-H
Foundation. Ted is also a member of the
Salem United Methodist Church. Through his
active role in organizations like the Michigan
Bean Shippers Association and the Rotary Or-
ganization, he has continually made significant
contributions to his community, and to the en-
tire State of Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, Ted Leipprandt is an outstand-
ing individual who has instilled his sense of
honesty and trust into all that he comes in
contact with. He has dedicated his life to im-
proving Michigan's dry bean industry. | know
you will join me in recognizing Ted for all that
he has done as he celebrates his retirement
from the Cooperative Elevator Co.

TRIBUTE TO LEUKEMIA SOCIETY
VOLUNTEERS

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 2, 1995

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
thank DialAmerica Marketing Inc., for its dedi-
cated work on behalf of those suffering from
leukemia. Based in my congressional district
in Mahwah, NJ, DialAmerica is a company
with a heart, a company that uses its re-
sources to go to the aid of those in need.

This Friday, August 4, DialAmerica will offi-
cially hand over a $5 million check to the Leu-
kemia Society of America. This is money that
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has been raised through a magazine subscrip-
tion program in which 12.5 percent of the
company’s proceeds is contributed to the Leu-
kemia Society for research, patient assistance,
and patient information.

DialAmerica joined forces with the Leukemia
Society in 1988 in the CURE 2000 fight
against leukemia and other related diseases.
The initial contribution to the society was
$40,000 and the company now contributes an
average $1.8 million annually. | quote Dwayne
Howell, president and chief executive officer of
the Leukemia Society:

DialAmerica is our largest corporate spon-
sor. Not only do we receive ‘“‘no cost’’ dollars
but we benefit from increased public aware-
ness of the society. DialAmerica has proven
to be an invaluable source of support for our
research program.

| know personally the tragedy of leukemia:
My husband and | lost our son, Todd, to leu-
kemia in 1976 at the age of 17. At that time,
bone marrow transplants and other techniques
that offered hope were only in their experi-
mental stages. Since then, many advances
have been made that have spared thousands
of other parents the heartbreak we faced. It is
thanks to the dedicated, selfless people of the
Leukemia Society—through their fundraising,
their research, the goodwill, and the aware-
ness they promote—that hope can be main-
tained. The people of the Leukemia Society
are a shining example of how the kindness
and caring of volunteers can support direct re-
search as it races to a cure.

Today, we are within grasp of a cure but re-
search costs money. | thank God for those
who are willing to contribute to this cause and
pray that with their help a cure can be found
and that no child will ever again have to suffer
from this terrible disease.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA SELF-
DEFENSE ACT OF 1995

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER G. TORKILDSEN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, August 1, 1995

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (S. 21) to terminate
the United States arms embargo applicable
to the Government of Bosnia and
Herzegovina:

Mr. TORKILDSEN. Mr. Chairman, just last
week here in Washington we dedicated a new
memorial—albeit some decades late—to the
veterans of the Korean war. This new monu-
ment sits directly across the Reflecting Pool
from another great monument, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial. Both monuments offer
moving testimony to the sacrifice of American
service men and women who fought in those
far away foreign lands.

My colleagues, with the memories of United
States intervention in both Korea and Vietnam
fresh in our minds, | stand before you today in
opposition to unilaterally lifting the embargo on
Bosnia.

Sometimes the United States should be
looking at committing armed forces to an area.
More recently, the commitment of United
States troops to fight in the Persian Gulf war
was just such an example. But Bosnia is not
the Persian Gulf, or Vietnam, or Korea.
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Lifting the current embargo could ultimately
drag America, and American soldiers, into a
no-win situation.

The Clinton administration has already
pledged to our European allies that United
States troops will be committed to assist U.N.
or NATO forces withdraw from the region.

If we lift the embargo now—a move which,
granted, may be politically attractive—we run
the risk of escalating an armed war prior to
United States and allied withdrawal. This is,
sadly, a very real scenario—and one | hope
we avoid.

As difficult as it seems, we must return to
advancing diplomatic initiatives to end the vio-
lence in Bosnia. Lifting the arms embargo will
only assure an increase in violence, and
sadly, may draw U.S. soldiers into that fight as
well.

| urge my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to oppose this measure to lift the arms
embargo on Bosnia.

A TRIBUTE TO THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MUSICAL DRAMA
“TEXAS”

HON. LARRY COMBEST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 2, 1995

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to salute the musical
drama, “Texas,” as they celebrate their 30th
anniversary. Set in the natural confines of
Palo Duro Canyon State Park in the Texas
panhandle, “Texas” has maintained its reputa-
tion as the best attended outdoor drama in the
country, as well as the Official Play of the
State of Texas. The Palo Duro Canyon State
Park is located near Canyon, TX, and is ad-
ministered by the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department. Since its inception in 1966,
“Texas,” produced by the nonprofit Texas
Panhandle Heritage Foundation, Inc. has con-
tributed over $1 million from show revenues to
the department.

Written by Pulitzer Prize winning author,
Paul Green, “Texas” portrays the struggle and
hardships, celebration and joy of early settlers
living in the Texas panhandle. Well over 2%2
million people from across the country and
around the world have come to the Grand
Canyon of Texas to watch this epic story,
which captures the uniqueness of the Lone
Star State.

The talented cast of over 80 singers and
dancers act out the historic tale on the stage
of an open-air theater with a 600-foot cliff
serving as a backdrop. “Texas” uses great
choreography and stirring music to tell its
story. Modern technology has improved props,
sound effects, and light displays to help make
“Texas” nights an unforgettable experience.

The play “Texas” embodies the true values
of a great musical romance. | now ask that
you, Mr. Speaker, and my colleagues join me
in commending “Texas” for 30 wonderful sea-
sons. As we look forward to the next 30 sea-
sons, | am confident this extraordinary musical
drama will continue its professional depiction
of early Texas history for our children and our
children’s children.
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SALUTING THE UNITED CHIOS
SOCIETIES OF AMERICA

HON. JACK FIELDS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 2, 1995

Mr. FIELDS. Mr. Speaker, | want to salute
the fine work of the United Chios Societies of
America on the occasion of the organization’s
upcoming second international convention.
That second international convention will be
held in Chios, Greece, from August 9 to 13.

Members of the Chios Societies of America
work for the betterment of the citizens of
Chios, a Greek island that played a prominent
role in Greece’'s war for independence in
1822. But through their membership in the
Chios Societies of America, individuals of
Greek descent celebrate their identity while
also preserving their ancient heritage.

Chian societies date back to the early 20th
century, when they were founded chiefly as
social groups for men with common interests
and a common heritage who found them-
selves living in a new land thousands of miles
from their native Greece. Scattered throughout
the northeast, the organizations had little con-
tact with one another until the 1930’s, when
Andrew Poutos, a young and dynamic Chian,
established a national organization.

In the years since the national organization
was founded, its members have joined to-
gether to help the men, women, and children
of Chios in a variety of ways—as well as to
strengthen and preserve their heritage of
which they are so justifiably proud.

America is understandably proud of being
the world’s melting pot. But all Americans,
whatever their nationality retain a special emo-
tional tie to the lands of their ancestors—and
the members of the Chios Societies of Amer-
ica are no different.

Mr. Speaker, please join with me in wishing
the members and officers of the Chios Soci-
eties of America—especially Mr. Nick
Marinakis of New York, who will serve as con-
vention chairman, and his brother, Markos
Marinakis, also of New York—well as they
hold their second international convention next
week.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 2, 1995

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
detained from voting on Monday evening, July
31. | was attending a child-birth class with my
wife, Deborah, and | was unable to return in
time to vote on the Stokes amendment to H.R.
2099, rollcall 605. Had | been here, | would
have voted “yes,” just as | did when the
Stokes amendment passed the House on Fri-
day, July 28, rollcall 599. | am saddened and
disappointed that this provision was defeated,
as | have continually fought for clean air and
safe drinking water. | would like my colleagues
to know that | wish | had been available to
vote on this measure.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-23T17:40:00-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




