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HONORING THE UNION OF ORTHO-

DOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF
AMERICA

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 1995
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

honor the Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations of America. This national organiza-
tion has played a leading role in raising
awareness of the plight of three Israeli soldiers
still missing in action. As a key member of the
task force on the Israeli missing soldiers still
missing in action. As a key member of the
task force on the Israeli Missing Soldiers of
the Conference of Presidents of Major Amer-
ican-Jewish Organizations, the Union of Ortho-
dox Jewish Congregations of America pio-
neered and instituted an annual national Sab-
bath commemoration to educate the commu-
nity about this important human rights issue.

On June 11, 1982, a battle raged in the
Bekaa Valley in Northeastern Lebanon be-
tween an Israeli tank unit and a Syrian ar-
mored unit. Captured by the Syrians on June
11, 1982, Sgt. Zachary Baumel, 1st Sgt. Zvi
Feldman, and Cpl. Yehuda Katz were reported
missing in Damascus in front of the offices of
President Hafaz Assad’s brother, Rifaat
Assad, who reported that they identified the
soldiers as the Israeli tank crew. The tank,
belching black smoke and flying the Syrian
and Palestinian flags, was greeted by cheers
from passers-by. To this day, very little infor-
mation has been forthcoming about their con-
dition.

Ever since these events took place, the gov-
ernment of Israel has spared no effort and the
United States has been doing its utmost to ob-
tain any information possible as to the fate of
these missing soldiers, trying to utilize the of-
fices of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the United Nations, and other inter-
national bodies. According to the Geneva
Convention, Syria bears responsibility for their
fate since the areas in which these soldiers
disappeared were continually controlled by
Syria.

This day, June 11, 1995 marks the bar-mitz-
vah, or 13th year, that these soldiers are miss-
ing in action. To date, President Assad has
not revealed their whereabouts.

One of these soldiers, Zachary Baumel is
an American citizen from Brooklyn, NY, who
began his studies at the Hebrew School of
Boro Park, formally known as the Eitz Chaim
Yeshiva. An ardent basketball fan, Zachary
emigrated to Israel in 1979 with the other
members of his family. After graduation from
high school, he entered military service which
he combined with his religious studies at
Yeshivat Hesder, where religious studies and
army service are integrated.

When the Lebanon War started, he was at
the rail end of his army service and had been
accepted by Hebrew University to study psy-
chology. He was due to work for the summer
under the auspices of the Jewish Agency. But
fate decreed otherwise as he disappeared on
the 11th of June, 1992.

Zachary Baumel participated in one of the
most costly battles in that war, Sultan Yakub,
and has not yet returned. In the 13 years
since that fateful day, June 11, 1982, he has
been missing and presumed held in a Syrian-
controlled part of Lebanon.

We earnestly request of the Syrian govern-
ment to transcend all political differences and
interests, and, in keeping with the international
conventions to which Syria is a signatory and
in the interests of true peace, to return these
sons to their families.

We eagerly look forward to the day as we
live in the hope of again welcoming Zachary
Baumel to see his family in Israel and in
Brooklyn and to greeting Zvi Feldman and
Yehuda Katz.
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OF FLORIDA
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Thursday, June 8, 1995

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor a truly outstanding member of our com-
munity, Mrs. Gussie Ervin, an educator of out-
standing ability and commitment who has
taught the youth of Dade County for almost 40
years.

On June 17, her friends and family will gath-
er at Moun Tabor Baptist Church in Miami to
mark the retirement and celebrate the brilliant
career of this remarkable person.

Almost by definition, those who are called to
teaching are special, but by any measure,
Mrs. Ervin is a very special teacher. She is not
scared away by big problems or hard work. To
her, challenges are to be overcome, tough de-
cisions are to be made, and problems are to
be overcome.

That message has been conveyed to lit-
erally thousands of Dade students. Mrs. Ervin
has always demonstrated concern for their
education and for their personal needs, as
well as for the needs of their families. She fre-
quently provided basic necessities like food
and clothing to her students, at her own ex-
pense.

Her caring and dedication has earned for
her the everlasting love and respect of her
students, her colleagues, and her community.
For thousands of students, the phrase ‘‘good
teacher’’ is synonymous with Mrs. Gussie
Ervin.

In addition to her service in our schools,
Mrs. Ervin has also worked tirelessly to make
our community a better place in which to live.

Mr. Speaker, I know that my colleagues join
with me in recognizing the remarkable career
and achievements of this wonderful person.
On behalf of our entire community, I say thank
you, Mrs. Ervin, and much success and happi-
ness in the future.
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HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO
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Thursday, June 8, 1995

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding podiatric medical
physician, Dr. Marvin Shapiro of Sylvania, OH,
who has been a leader and an advocate of
podiatric medicine for 63 years. Although he
officially retired in 1984, Dr. Shapiro, now 85,
has remained a strong voice for his profes-
sion, serving this year as the only podiatrist-
delegate to the White House Conference on
Aging.

In 1959, Dr. Shapiro was president of his
professional organization, the American
Podiatric Medical Association [APMA]. A gifted
speaker and lecturer, he earned the title of
‘‘Foot Ambassador’’ during his term as presi-
dent when he represented America’s podiatric
physicians as part of the State Department’s
People-to-People Program in England, France,
and the USSR. Later, in 1963, he visited Po-
land, Turkey, the USSR, Israel, and Malta
under the same program.

This morning I had the pleasure of hosting
a breakfast at which Dr. Shapiro presented to
the National Library of Medicine a rare and
wonderful book he received as a gift while
participating in the People-to-People program.
The book, ‘‘De Calceis Hebraeorum,’’ by
Antoniii Baynaei, catalogues every reference
to the foot found in the Old Testament. Each
verse is published in Latin, Hebrew, and
Greek. The volume is beautifully illustrated
with both medical and artistic drawings of the
human foot. The book was written in 1715. I
am very happy that this treasure has found a
home at the National Library of Medicine.

Dr. Shapiro was also responsible for the first
joint meeting between the American Podiatric
Medical Association and the American Medical
Association in 1959, which did much to en-
hance mutual understanding between the two
health care professions.

To help educate other physicians and the
public about podiatric medicine and the impor-
tance of foot care, Dr. Shapiro instituted the
audiovisual department at the APMA nearly 60
years ago, and he has produced many exhib-
its and countless slides and videos. His name
is also on the APMA’s Marvin Shapiro Audio-
visual Achievement Award, an international
competition for long-term medical contributions
in the field.

His outstanding career began as a
premedical student at the University of Toledo
in 1927, and he was graduated from the Ohio
College of Podiatric Medicine in 1932. Dr.
Shapiro founded the podiatry department at
St. Vincent’s Hospital and Medical Center in
Toledo and has received many awards and
honors from this respected institution. In 1980,
Dr. Shapiro received the APMA’s highest
honor, the Distinguished Service Citation.

I applaud Dr. Shapiro on his magnificent ca-
reer and his life-long efforts to keep Ameri-
cans walking and to advance the study of
therapeutic medical treatment for the foot and
human health. It is a delight to have this lead-
er as a constituent.
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THE NEED FOR TAX-EXEMPT FI-
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Thursday, June 8, 1995

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of myself
and Representatives TUCKER, ROYCE,
BECERRA, HARMAN, ROYBAL-ALLARD, TORRES,
and WATERS, I am introducing legislation [H.R.
1790] to permit tax-exempt financing of trans-
portation facilities that are directly connected
to the activities at a port. This a critical step
in making a reality of our vision of a true na-
tional intermodal system.
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As the largest port complex in the Nation,

the Port of Long Beach and the Port of Los
Angeles play an indispensable role in our Na-
tion’s economy. The continued growth and
success of the operations at the ports is im-
portant to Americans from North Dakota to
North Carolina and Maine to California, not
just to those of us in southern California. We
are the ‘‘Gateway to the Pacific’’ which in-
cludes Asia and Latin America. The Federal
Government has an important stake in seeing
this gateway thrive.

The linchpin of continued growth—to meet-
ing the demands of the 21st century—is the
Alameda corridor. Annually, the ports have re-
turned billions of dollars in customs revenues
to the national treasury and—with their
expension plans—promise to double cargo
volume, and customs revenues.

If landside access to these ports is not
opened up, growth will be effectively capped.
Lost customs and economic development rev-
enue to the Federal Government will also be
in the billions of dollars. The two ports have
pooled their resources to purchase the exist-
ing Santa Fe, Southern Pacific, and Union Pa-
cific Railroad Lines which come from central
Los Angeles 20 miles to the harbor area. The
integrated railroad corridor will generally follow
the Alameda Street north-south route to the
ports and enable container and other cargo to
move directly from the ship to dockside rail for
transit to points west, east, north, and south.
The completed corridor will enable civilian and
military cargo to come in various directions
much more efficiently.

If expansion is stalled, there will be freight
diversions to alternative sites—with much talk
from the Government of Mexico about con-
structing a new port in Ensenada. The current
administration recognizes this fact. Secretary
of Transportation Federico Peña has stated,
‘‘The Corridor is not only a California issue, it’s
a national priority.’’

In order to build on that support, those of us
in the Los Angeles/Orange County delegation
are working as a bipartisan coalition to ensure
that the Federal Government plays an active
role as a financial partner not only in the over-
all construction costs, but also in helping to
see that early planning needs and already au-
thorized grade crossings are started at the
earliest opportunity.

An integral part of this Federal role is the
extension of tax-exempt bond financing au-
thority to the Alameda corridor. Tax-exempt
bond financing is critical to keeping debt serv-
ice to a point where the Alameda corridor can
be a successful operation. The bill we are in-
troducing today is carefully crafted to limit the
financial impact to the Federal Treasury. Its
reach is limited. Currently, tax-exempt financ-
ing is available to construction activities which
are immediately connected to a wharf. This bill
is merely an extension of that logic, whereby
transportation facilities that allow cargo to flow
to and from that wharf are also given tax-ex-
empt status. Again, it is important to remem-
ber that the long-term financial gains to the
Federal Government through increased cus-
toms revenues far outweigh any short-term
economic loss which may result from that leg-
islation.

The Federal funding requirements to make
the Alameda corridor a reality are tremendous.
The corridor will be the largest intermodal
project in the Nation. Securing the requisite
Federal assistance—estimated to be less than

40 percent of the total costs—will demand
working as a unified coalition not only at every
level of government, but as a unified coalition
of the private and public sectors. The Alameda
corridor has tremendous support from our
business and political leaders. The task is to
translate that support into a constructed re-
ality. This legislation is a critical step toward
that goal.

Mr. Speaker, below is the text of H.R. 1790:

H.R. 1790
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. TAX-EXEMPT FINANCING OF CERTAIN

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section

142 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to exempt facility bonds) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3), and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘‘(2) RELATED TRANSPORTATION FACILI-
TIES.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Transportation facili-
ties (including trackage and related rail fa-
cilities, but not rolling stock) shall be treat-
ed as facilities described in paragraph (2) of
subsection (a) if at least 80 percent of the use
of the facilities (determined on an annual
basis) is to be in connection with the trans-
port of cargo to or from a facility described
in such paragraph (without regard to this
paragraph).

‘‘(B) GOVERNMENTAL OWNERSHIP REQUIRE-
MENT.—In the case of transportation facili-
ties described in subparagraph (A), sub-
section (b)(1) shall apply without regard to
subparagraph (B)(ii) thereof.’’

(b) CHANGE IN USE.—Section 150(b) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to
change in use of facilities financed with tax-
exempt private activity bonds) is amended
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘‘(7) CERTAIN TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES.—
In the case of any transportation facility—
‘‘(A) with respect to which financing is

provided from the proceeds of any private ac-
tivity bond which, when issued, purported to
be a tax-exempt bond described in paragraph
(2) of section 142(a) by reason of section
142(c)(2), and

‘‘(B) with respect to which the require-
ments of section 142(c)(2) are not met,

no deduction shall be allowed under this
chapter for interest on such financing which
accrues during the period beginning on the
1st day of the taxable year in which such fa-
cility fails to meet such requirements and
ending on the date such facility meets such
requirements.’’

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to obliga-
tions issued after the date of the enactment
of this Act.
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Thursday, June 8, 1995

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that I rise to honor David W. Howe,
a World War II fighter ace, who is being laid
to rest in Arlington National Cemetery today.

David W. Howe began his flying career in
Canada in 1941 when he joined the Royal Air

Force. After he completed his training, he was
sent to England to fight the Nazis with the
Royal Air Force. In 1943, when the United
States began looking for experienced Amer-
ican pilots, David Howe became part of the
famed American Eagle Squadron. He was a
member of a elite group of ‘‘double-breasted’’
pilots who wore wings from the the United
States Air Force as well as Royal Air Force.
As part of the Eighth Air Force, Howe’s fighter
squadron flew much needed cover for bomber
groups attacking German targets across Eu-
rope. By the end of World War II, Howe had
received the Distinguished Flying Cross with
two oak leaf clusters, the Air Medal with 13
oak leaf clusters and a Presidential Unit Cita-
tion. Howe flew 117 combat missions and was
credited with shooting down nine enemy air-
craft and destroying German trains as well as
other ground targets.

Perhaps what best illustrates the heroism of
David W. Howe is the story of an incident that
occurred near the end of World War II. Howe
barely escaped certain death when a new
Nazi jet fighter was in pursuit of his propeller
driven P–51 Mustang fighter. Knowing that it
was impossible to outrun the German Messer-
schmitt 262, Howe turned his fighter into a
steep dive, gaining needed speed, then
abruptly flew under a bridge. The pursuing jet,
unable to make the same maneuver, hit the
bridge. Howe’s superior flying skills and fight-
ing spirit truly make him a flying ace and one
of America’s finest that ensured the defeat of
the Nazi forces.

After the war, Howe returned to his wife and
family in Erie, PA. Saddened by the number of
friends that he had lost in the war, he did not
fly for several years. Flying, though, remained
his first love and, in 1951, he joined Bell Air-
craft and trained to become a test pilot for ex-
perimental aircraft. He became the very first
American pilot to test a Vertical Takeoff and
Landing [VTOL] jet. Because of the unique
principle of the aircraft, Howe was forced to
teach himself how to fly it. That plane now
hangs on display in the Smithsonian Museum
at the Garber Facility in Suitland, MD.

Howe was a co-pilot of a specially outfitted
B–50 bomber carrying an X–2 rocket plane
that exploded just under the mother ship’s
bomb bay in 1953, in a test flight over Lake
Ontario. The blast killed the X–2’s pilot and a
scanner on the B–50. Howe and other crew
members fought to bring the big bomber,
which was on fire and had lost all hydraulics,
back to the base without any further loss of
life. The bomber was later deemed beyond re-
pair.

David W. Howe passed away on May 22,
1995, after suffering from a massive stroke.
Every generation of Americans has been
called to send their finest into battle, and at
every call, the finest have responded, fully
prepared to give their ‘‘last full measure of de-
votion.’’ Many, far too many, have given their
lives on the world’s battlefields. Many more,
like Capt. David W. Howe, have served with
extraordinary distinction and were able to re-
turn home and continue giving to their fami-
lies, communities and Nation in ways far too
numerous to record. Today, I am thankful that
David W. Howe’s service continued beyond far
away battlefields and touched so many lives in
our community.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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