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detail by our finance ministers, and they will
bring proposals for the future to us.

Stability is the first duty of governments,
and we are determined that our continuing
cooperation will enhance the stability of our
economies and bring the prosperity that is
what we want for every single citizen of the
world.

President Bush. Thank you, Gordon.
Good job.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:46 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 8295—National
Hunting and Fishing Day, 2008

September 26, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

From our rugged peaks and mountains to
our shining seas, our Nation is blessed with
remarkable natural treasures. These magnifi-
cent landscapes are places where families
and friends can create lasting memories and
enjoy the outdoors. On National Hunting and
Fishing Day, our country honors the many
contributions of America’s hunters and an-
glers, who add to our heritage and keep our
wildlife populations healthy and strong.

Our Nation’s sportsmen and women are
among our foremost conservationists. They
care deeply about our wildlife habitats, and
they have contributed billions of dollars to
wildlife restoration through the Pittman-
Robertson Act, which is a levy on certain
sporting goods. This investment has helped
restore many species, including the American
elk, black bear, and wild turkey. Through the
Federal Waterfowl Stamp program, the con-
servation of habitats for migratory birds has
been greatly improved. By protecting our
Nation’s wildlife, we can continue to advance
the values of good stewardship.

My Administration has created, protected,
and restored millions of acres of wetlands.
Through my Ocean Action Plan, we are pro-
tecting fish populations and marine habitat.
I was pleased to amend Executive Order
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12962 to recognize the value of recreational
fishing as a sustainable activity in Federal wa-
ters. We have also improved the health of
millions of acres of forests under the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act. This important leg-
islation is helping to protect our public lands
from the risk of catastrophic wildfires and
contributes to a healthier environment for all
Americans.

On this special day, we remember our re-
sponsibility to preserve the great American
landscape for future generations, and we cel-
ebrate the joy of hunting and fishing in the
great outdoors.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 27,
2008, as National Hunting and Fishing Day.
I call upon the people of the United States
to join me in recognizing the contributions
of America’s hunters and anglers, and all
those who work to conserve our Nation’s fish
and wildlife resources.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., September 30, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 1. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Executive Order 13474—
Amendments to Executive Order
12962

September 26, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
conserve, restore, and enhance aquatic sys-
tems to provide for increased recreational
fishing opportunities nationwide, it is hereby
ordered as follows:
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Section 1. Executive Order 12962 of June
7, 1995, is hereby amended: (a) in the pre-
amble, by striking “and the Magnuson Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C 1801-1882)” and inserting before *,
and other pertinent statutes,” the following:

“the National Marine Sanctuaries Act of
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.), the National
Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act
of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 668dd—ee), the National
Park Service Organic Act (16 US.C. 1 et
seq.), the National Historic Preservation Act
(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.), Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), the Coastal Zone
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.),
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.)”; and

(b) by redesignating subsections (d)
through (i) in section 1 as subsections (e)
through (j), respectively, and inserting after
subsection (c) the following new subsection:

“(d) ensuring that recreational fishing shall
be managed as a sustainable activity in na-
tional wildlife refuges, national parks, na-
tional monuments, national marine sanc-
tuaries, marine protected areas, or any other
relevant conservation or management areas
or activities under any Federal authority,
consistent with applicable law;”.

Sec. 2. This order is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
in equity, by any party against the United
States, its agencies, instrumentalities, or enti-
ties, its officers, employees, or agents, or any
other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 26, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 30, 2008]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 1. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
a Report and Agreement on the
Conservation of Albatrosses and
Petrels

September 26, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to accession, I transmit
herewith the Agreement on the Conservation
of Albatrosses and Petrels, with Annexes. In
addition, I transmit for the information of the
Senate the report of the Department of
State, which includes a detailed analysis of
the Agreement.

The Agreement, done at Canberra on June
19, 2001, and that entered into force on Feb-
ruary 1, 2004, was adopted pursuant to the
Convention on the Conservation of Migra-
tory Species of Wild Animals (the “Conven-
tion”), done at Bonn on June 23, 1979. Al-
though the United States is not a Party to
the Convention, the United States may none-
theless become a Party to the Agreement.
The Agreement’s objective is to achieve and
maintain a favorable conservation status for
albatrosses and petrels.

I believe the Agreement to be fully in the
U.S. interest. Its provisions advance the U.S.
goals of protecting albatrosses and petrels.
As the Department of State’s analysis ex-
plains, the Agreement is not self-executing
and thus does not by itself give rise to do-
mestically enforceable Federal law. Imple-
menting legislation would be required, which
will be submitted separately to the Congress
for its consideration.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Agree-
ment and give its advice and consent to ac-
cession.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 26, 2008.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.
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