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privileged to live amongst those who have
volunteered to spread the foundation of
peace and justice, which is freedom.

Seven years ago this morning, police offi-
cer Cecil Richardson was on duty here at the
Pentagon. He saw the terror that day with
his own eyes. He says on some nights he can
still smell the burning metal and smoke. Not
long ago he wrote me, saying, “I remember
the reasons we fight. I remember the losses
we felt, and I remember the peace we will
have.”

That day of peace will come. And until it
does, we ask a loving God to watch over our
troops in battle. We ask Him to comfort the
families who mourn, and we ask Him to bless
our great land.

And now it’s my honor to dedicate the
Pentagon Memorial.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. at the
Pentagon. In his remarks, he referred to Adm.
Michael G. Mullen, USN, Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staff; former Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld; James J. Laychak, president and chair-
man, board of directors, Pentagon Memorial
Fund; architects Julie Beckman and Keith
Kaseman; and Abe Yousif, owner, Buchtel Metal
Finishing Corp. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Executive Order 13472—Executive
Branch Responsibilities With
Respect to Orders of Succession

September 11, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the
Federal Government to ensure that each ex-
ecutive branch agency can perform its essen-
tial functions and remain an effectively func-
tioning part of the Federal Government
under all conditions. Accordingly, each agen-
cy shall take all appropriate actions to estab-
lish, maintain, and, as necessary, revise an
order of succession, or to propose presi-
dential action to establish or revise an order
of succession.

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order:
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(a) “agency” means:

(i) an executive agency as defined in sec-
tion 105 of title 5, United States
Code, other than the Government Ac-
countability Office; and

(ii) the United States Postal Service and
the Postal Regulatory Commission;
and

(b) “order of succession” means a list of
officials by position who shall act as and per-
form the functions and duties of the office
of the head of the agency in the event that
the office-holder has died, resigned, or other-
wise become unable to perform the functions
and duties of the office. “Order of succes-
sion” does not include any order, rule,
memorandum, or other document delegating
or partially delegating the authority of an of-
fice.

Sec. 3. Orders of Succession Requiring
Presidential Action.

(a) Each agency for which presidential ac-
tion is required to establish an order of suc-
cession shall draft a proposed order of suc-
cession if no such order exists and, not later
than 30 days from the date of this order, send
such proposed draft order to the Counsel to
the President for review and comment.

(b) Each agency described in subsection
3(a) of this order shall send any proposed
updates or revisions to the agency’s order of
succession to the Counsel to the President
for review and comment.

(c) Upon completion of the requirements
set forth by subsections (a) or (b) of this sec-
tion with respect to a proposed order, the
agency shall submit the proposed order to
the Office of Management and Budget in ac-
cordance with Executive Order 11030, as
amended.

Sec. 4. Orders of Succession Not Requir-
ing Presidential Action. (a) Each agency for
which presidential action is not required to
establish an order of succession because of
the agency’s existing legal authority shall es-
tablish and maintain such order in accord-
ance with applicable law and any applicable
guidance issued by the President or the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, including the
laws and guidance regarding continuity plans
and programs for the executive branch.

(b) Each agency described in subsection
4(a) of this order shall update and revise its
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order of succession as necessary. Before im-
plementing any revisions to its order of suc-
cession, such agency shall send the proposed
revisions to the Counsel to the President for
review and comment.

(c) Not later than 30 days from the date
of this order, and not later than 7 days from
the issuance date of any subsequent final re-
vision to an existing order of succession, each
agency described in subsection 4(a) of this
order shall provide a copy of its order of suc-
cession to the Counsel to the President, the
Assistant to the President for Homeland Se-
curity and Counterterrorism, and the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in
this order shall be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect:

(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment, agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget relating
to budget, administrative, or legisla-
tive proposals.

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to delegate the President’s authority
under the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., to designate indi-
viduals to perform the functions and duties
of a vacant office temporarily in an acting
capacity.

(c) This order shall be implemented in a
manner consistent with applicable law and
subject to the availability of appropriations.

(d) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, by any party against the United States,
its agencies, instrumentalities, or entities, its
officers, employees, or agents, or any other
person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 11, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., September 12, 2008]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on September 15.
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Remarks on Arrival in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma
September 12, 2008

I'm privileged to be the President of a
country that produces citizens such as these.
The United States is a country of volunteers,
and three such volunteers are with us, Okla-
homa citizens who serve in a variety of ways.

Karen has produced a tie to—a way to
keep our—to help our soldiers stay cool in
Iraq. She is supportive of our troops. She and
her organization have done fine work.

The major here, a golf pro, who is going
to go on his third tour in Iraq, has used his
position in the golfing industry to raise
money to help Gold Star families. How cool
is that? This guy is going to Iraq on Monday,
and yet, he has—he served that way, but he
also serves in a very compassionate way.

Captain Castleberry and some of his folks
he works with out at Sheriff’s Department
pulled up stakes and headed down to Morgan
City, Louisiana in the wake of Gustav. No-
body made him do it; he just decided to do
it on his own.

Our country is better off because millions
of citizens, such as these three folks, have
heard the call to serve something greater
than themselves. And I urge our fellow citi-
zens all around the Nation to find ways to
serve. It turns out that when you help some-
body in need you help yourself even more.

I am deeply concerned about Hurricane
Ike. It is a major storm headed toward a large
population center. I was on the phone this
morning with Secretary Chertoff and Direc-
tor Paulison of FEMA. I spoke to my friend,
Governor Perry, yesterday. The State of
Texas is preparing for this emergency. I sus-
pect there’s going to be some Texans headed
for Oklahoma. And I know that theyre going
to find good people up here who want to
help them.

And so I want to thank the citizens of Okla-
homa for getting ready to help a Texan in
need. I urge my fellow Texans to listen care-
fully to what the authorities are saying in Gal-
veston County or parts of Harris County, up
and down the coast. We'll be monitoring the
situation very carefully. The Federal Govern-
ment will not only help with the pre-storm
strategy, but once this storm passes, we'll be
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