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Executive order here in a minute. I'm mak-
ing sure that all Agencies involved with Help-
ing America’s Youth coordinate their activi-
ties. And then I've got to introduce Laura.
[Laughter]

I appreciate very much those of you who
are committed to helping our country by sav-
ing souls and by giving people hope. I think
it's—I can’t think of a more noble cause than
to serve America. And there’s all kinds of
ways to serve America. One way is to wear
the uniform. Another way is to find—some-
body wonders whether or not there’s a posi-
tive future in their lives, and put your arm
around them and say, “I love you; what can
I do to help you?”

That happens, by the way, all across Amer-
ica. And it doesn’t take one single law to
cause somebody to love a neighbor. It does
take a law; it's just—it's a higher law. It’s
a law from a higher inspiration than govern-
ment. And so today Laura and I welcome
those who are neighborhood healers and
helpers. We really appreciate your focus on
helping our Nation’s youth, particularly boys.

In my State of the Union a couple of years
ago, I talked about the initiative that we're
honoring today, and it’s an initiative that says,
there is a better future for America’s young
folks. And we've set some important goals.
And one of the goals inside this administra-
tion is to make sure that those people who
are responsible for spending taxpayers’
money on these programs actually coordinate
their efforts and set high standards. A lot of
times in government we don’t do a very good
job of measuring, and so the idea is to set
standards and to coordinate, but the idea is
also to empower those who are on the
frontlines of saving lives.

I like to say, government is not really about
love. There may be loving people in govern-
ment, but government itself is laws and jus-
tice. Love is found in the hearts of our citi-
zens who are in the neighborhoods.

And so the Executive order I'm going to
sign is to—all aimed at kind of leaving behind
a structure so that whoever is lucky enough
to follow me—([laughter]—will see a blue-
print on how to help, really, people realize
the great promise of the country.

I believe we solve—save souls one person
at a time. And I like to remind our fellow
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citizens, while one person can't save every
soul, one person can save a soul. And it’s that
cumulative effort of love and compassion and
work that will define a hopeful future. And
somebody who shares that same passion
about recognizing the true strength of Amer-
ica lies in the hearts and souls of our citizens
and someone who cares deeply about making
sure the young in America have a bright fu-
ture is our speaker, my wife, the First Lady,
Laura Bush.

[At this point, the First Lady spoke, then a
video was watched, and the President signed
the Executive order.]

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Executive Order 13459. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of the First Lady.

Executive Order 13459—Improving
the Coordination and Effectiveness
of Youth Programs

February 7, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in recognition
of the successful interagency collaboration
resulting from the Helping America’s Youth
initiative, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. 1t is the policy of the
Federal Government to promote achieve-
ment of positive results for at-risk youth
through:

(a) enhanced collaboration among govern-
ment organizations at the Federal, State, and
local level, including with faith-based and
other community organizations, as well as
among families, schools, and communities, in
order to leverage existing resources and im-
prove outcomes;

(b) identification and dissemination of
promising strategies and practices that have
been proven effective through rigorous eval-
uation; and

(c) online publication of essential informa-
tion to assist interested citizens and decision-
makers, particularly at the community level,
to plan, implement, and participate in effec-
tive programs for at-risk youth.



164

Sec. 2. Establishment of the Interagency
Working Group on Youth Programs. The
Secretary of Health and Human Services
(Secretary) shall establish within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services for ad-
ministrative purposes only, an Interagency
Working Group on Youth Programs (Work-
ing Group), consistent with this order and
reflecting the ongoing interagency collabora-
tion under the Helping America’s Youth ini-
tiative.

Sec. 3. Membership and Operation of the
Working Group.

(a) The Working Group shall consist exclu-
sively of the following members or their des-
ignees, who shall be full-time Federal offi-
cers or employees:

(i) the Secretary;

(ii) the Attorney General;

(iii) the Secretaries of Defense, the Inte-
rior, Agriculture, Commerce, Labor,
Housing and Urban Development,
and Education;

(iv) the Director of the Office of National
Drug Control Policy;

(v) the Chief Executive Officer of the
Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service; and

(vi) other officers or full-time or perma-
nent part-time employees of the
United States, as determined by the
Secretary, with the concurrence of
the head of the department or agency
concerned.

(b) The Secretary (or the Secretary’s des-
ignee) shall serve as Chair, and the Attorney
General (or the Attorney General's designee)
shall serve as Vice Chair, for a period of 2
years from the date of this order. Subsequent
Chairs and Vice Chairs shall be designated
by the Secretary on a biennial basis.

(c) In implementing this section, the
Chair, and in the Chair’s absence the Vice
Chair, shall convene and preside at meetings
of the Working Group, determine its agenda,
direct its work, and establish and direct sub-
groups of the Working Group, as appro-
priate, to deal with particular subject matters,
that shall consist exclusively of members of
the Working Group or their designees. The
Chair, after consultation with the Vice Chair,
shall designate an officer or employee of one
of the member departments or agencies to
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serve as the Executive Secretary of the Work-
ing Group. The Executive Secretary shall
head any staff assigned to the Working
Group and any subgroups thereof, and such
staff shall consist exclusively of full-time or
permanent part-time Federal employees.

Sec. 4. Functions of the Working Group.
Consistent with the policy set forth in section
1 of this order, the Working Group shall:

(a) identify and engage key government
and private or nonprofit organizations that
can play a role in improving the coordination
and effectiveness of programs serving and
engaging youth, such as faith-based and other
community organizations, businesses, volun-
teers, and other key constituencies;

(b) develop a new Federal website on
youth, built upon the Community Guide to
Helping America’s Youth, with the first phase
of this website to be launched within 10
months of the date of this order, by:

(i) identifying and  assessing  the
strengths and weaknesses of existing
Federal websites focusing on youth-
serving entities in order to improve
access to the most useful content;

(ii) providing for training to youth-serv-
ing entities to enable effective use of

the Federal website;
(iii) developing additional strategies and
tools and resources accessible

through the Federal website that will
help promote effective community-
based efforts to reduce the factors
that put youth at risk and the provi-
sion of high-quality services to at-risk
youth across the country; and

(iv) developing strategies to ensure that

the Federal website is routinely up-
dated, improved, and publicized;

(c) encourage all youth-serving Federal
and State agencies, communities, grantees,
and organizations to adopt high standards for
assessing program results, including through
the use of rigorous impact evaluations, as ap-
propriate, so that the most effective practices
can be identified and replicated, and ineffec-
tive or duplicative programs can be elimi-
nated or reformed;

(d)(i) identify and promote initiatives and
activities that merit strong interagency col-
laboration because of their potential to offer
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cost-effective solutions to achieve better re-
sults for at-risk youth, including volunteer
service in concert with the USA Freedom
Corps and mentoring in concert with the
Federal Mentoring Council; and,

(ii) encourage rigorous evaluations, as ap-
propriate, of such initiatives and activities to
ascertain their effectiveness in improving
academic, employment, social, and other in-
dividual outcomes, and make these findings
publicly available, and

(e) annually report to the President,
through the Assistant to the President for
Domestic Policy, on its work and on the im-
plementation of any recommendations aris-
ing from its work, with the first such report
to be submitted no later than 6 months after
the date of this order.

Sec. 5. Administration of the Working
Group. (a) The Secretary shall, to the extent
permitted by law, provide administrative sup-
port and funding for the Working Group.

With the consent of the Secretary, other
member departments or agencies may pro-
vide administrative support to the Working
Group, to the extent permitted by law and
consistent with their statutory authority.

(b) The heads of executive departments
and agencies shall provide, as appropriate,
such assistance and information as the Sec-
retary may request to implement this order.

(c) The website referred to in section 4(b)
of this order shall be funded by contributions
from executive departments and agencies to
the extent permitted by law and consistent
with their statutory authority.

Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in
this order shall be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect:

(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment, agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget relating
to budget, administrative, or legisla-
tive proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, by any party against the United States,
its departments, agencies, or entities, its offi-
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cers, employees, or agents, or any other per-
son.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 7, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 11, 2008]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on February 12.

Statement on Senate Action on
Economic Growth Legislation
February 7, 2008

Two weeks ago, my administration reached
an agreement with Speaker Pelosi and Lead-
er Boehner on a short-term economic growth
package that would quickly put money into
the hands of the American people and pro-
vide our economy the boost it needs. Today
the Senate amended that bill in ways I can
support.

This plan is robust, broad-based, timely,
and it will be effective. This bill will help
to stimulate consumer spending and accel-
erate needed business investment.

This economic growth package is an exam-
ple of bipartisan cooperation at a time when
the American people most expect it. I thank
members of both parties and both Houses
for their efforts to advance this important
legislation.

Remarks to the Conservative
Political Action Conference

February 8, 2008

The President. Thank you all. Good
morning. Thank you all very much. I thank
you for coming. I apologize to my friend; he
likes to sleep in. [Laughter]

I really do want to thank you all for adjust-
ing the schedule. Right after the speech, I'm
going to get on an airplane and fly to Ten-
nessee. I'll be taking the prayers of the Amer-
ican people to those who suffered from the
devastating tornadoes.

Mr. Leader, thank you for that introduc-
tion, and I appreciate your outstanding lead-
ership in the United States Senate. You
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