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granted to the President by sections 620K 
and 620L. Because the constitutional author-
ity of the President to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed cannot be made by law 
subject to a requirement to consult with con-
gressional committees or to involve them in 
executive decisionmaking, the executive 
branch shall construe the references in the 
provisions to consulting to require only noti-
fication. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 7 of the Act, which relates to establishing 
or maintaining certain facilities or establish-
ments within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to conduct the 
Nation’s foreign affairs, including the author-
ity to receive ambassadors and other public 
ministers. 

The executive branch shall construe as ad-
visory the provisions of the Act, including 
section 9, that purport to direct or burden 
the conduct of negotiations by the executive 
branch with entities abroad. Such provisions, 
if construed as mandatory rather than advi-
sory, would impermissibly interfere with the 
President’s constitutional authorities to con-
duct the Nation’s foreign affairs, including 
protection of American citizens and Amer-
ican military and other Government per-
sonnel abroad, and to supervise the unitary 
executive branch. 

George W. Bush 
The White House, 
December 21, 2006. 

NOTE: S. 2370, approved December 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109–446. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
statement. 

Executive Order 13420— 
Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay 
December 21, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the laws 
cited herein, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The 
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory 
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)), 

as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set 
forth on the schedules attached hereto and 
made a part hereof: 

(a) The General Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5332(a)) at Schedule 1; 

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22 
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and 

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health 
Administration of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section 
301(a) of Public Law 102–40) at Schedule 
3. 

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The 
ranges of rates of basic pay for senior execu-
tives in the Senior Executive Service, as es-
tablished pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5382, are set 
forth on Schedule 4 attached hereto and 
made a part hereof. 

Sec. 3. Certain Executive, Legislative, and 
Judicial Salaries. The rates of basic pay or 
salaries for the following offices and positions 
are set forth on the schedules attached here-
to and made a part hereof: 

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5312–5318) at Schedule 5; 

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and 
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31, and section 137 
of Public Law 109–289, division B, as amend-
ed by section 7 of Public Law 109–383) at 
Schedule 6; and 

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 
135, 252, and 461(a); section 140 of Public 
Law 97–92), at Schedule 7. 

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to 
section 601(a)–(c) of Public Law 109–364, 
the rates of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C. 
203(a)) for members of the uniformed serv-
ices, as adjusted under 37 U.S.C. 1009, and 
the rate of monthly cadet or midshipman pay 
(37 U.S.C. 203(c)) are set forth on Schedule 
8 attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay-
ments. 

(a) Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5304a, locality- 
based comparability payments shall be paid 
in accordance with Schedule 9 attached here-
to and made a part hereof. 

(b) The Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall take such actions 
as may be necessary to implement these pay-
ments and to publish appropriate notice of 
such payments in the Federal Register. 

Sec. 6. Administrative Law Judges. The 
rates of basic pay for administrative law 
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judges, as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 
5372(b)(4), are set forth on Schedule 10 at-
tached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 7. Effective Dates. Rates for the Con-
gress, under Schedule 6, are effective on 
February 16, 2007. Schedule 7 reflects con-
tinuation of the pay rates in effect as of the 
first day of the applicable pay period begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2006. Schedule 
8 is effective on January 1, 2007. The other 
schedules contained herein are effective on 
the first day of the first applicable pay period 
beginning on or after January 1, 2007. 

Sec. 8. Prior Order Superseded. Executive 
Order 13393 of December 22, 2005, is super-
seded. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 21, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:38 a.m., December 22, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order and the attached an-
nexes will be published in the Federal Register 
on December 26. 

Memorandum on Provision of 
Aviation Insurance Coverage for 
Commercial Air Carrier Service in 
Domestic and International 
Operations 
December 21, 2006 

Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Transportation 
Subject: Provision of Aviation Insurance 
Coverage for Commercial Air Carrier Service 
in Domestic and International Operations 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including 49 U.S.C. 44302, et seq., 
and 3 U.S.C. 301, I hereby: 

1. determine that continuation of U.S.-flag 
commercial air service is necessary in the in-
terest of air commerce, national security, and 
the foreign policy of the United States; 

2. approve provision by the Secretary of 
Transportation (Secretary) of insurance or 
reinsurance to U.S.-flag air carriers against 
loss or damage arising out of any risk from 
the operation of an aircraft in the manner 

and to the extent provided in Chapter 443 
of 49 U.S.C.: 

(a) until August 31, 2007; 
(b) after August 31, 2007, but no later 

than December 31, 2007, when the 
Secretary determines that such insur-
ance or reinsurance cannot be ob-
tained on reasonable terms and con-
ditions from any company authorized 
to conduct an insurance business in 
a State of the United States; and 

3. delegate to the Secretary the authority 
vested in me by 49 U.S.C. 44306(c) to extend 
this determination for additional periods be-
yond August 31, 2007, but no later than De-
cember 31, 2007, when the Secretary finds 
that the continued operation of aircraft to be 
insured or reinsured is necessary in the inter-
est of air commerce or the national security, 
or to carry out the foreign policy of the 
United States Government. 

You are directed to bring this determina-
tion immediately to the attention of all air 
carriers within the meaning of 49 U.S.C. 
40102(2), and to arrange for its publication 
in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks Following a Visit With 
Wounded Troops at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center 
December 22, 2006 

Laura and I are honored to be here to 
thank the folks working here at this service 
project. What you’re seeing is some young 
kids wrapping gifts for children whose fami-
lies are here in Washington, DC, as a result 
of an injury that they’ve received—that their 
parent received in combat. 

We’ve also just come from Walter Reed. 
I got to tell you, it’s a remarkable experience 
to go through the hospital. It’s remarkable 
because of the unbelievable compassion and 
care of the people who work at Walter Reed. 
And it’s also remarkable to me, these men 
and women who have volunteered to serve 
our country, who’ve received terrible 
wounds, but whose spirits are strong; their 
resolve is strong; and their dedication to our 
country remains strong. 
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