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today to resolve the long-standing dispute on 
softwood lumber trade. This agreement 
shows how NAFTA partners can overcome 
differences and work together. The United 
States’ close ties with our good friend and 
northern neighbor made this agreement pos-
sible. I applaud Prime Minister Harper’s 
leadership in resolving this issue, and I am 
grateful to the lead negotiators on both sides, 
Ambassador Susan C. Schwab for the United 
States and Ambassador Michael Wilson of 
Canada. 

Executive Order 13401— 
Responsibilities of Federal 
Departments and Agencies With 
Respect to Volunteer Community 
Service 

April 27, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America and in order to help 
ensure that the Federal Government sup-
ports and encourages volunteer community 
service, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Designation of a Liaison for 
Volunteer Community Service. (a) The head 
of each agency shall, within 20 days after the 
date of this order, designate an officer or em-
ployee of such agency compensated at a level 
at or above the minimum level of pay of a 
member of the Senior Executive Service to 
serve under the authority of the head of the 
agency as the agency liaison for volunteer 
community service (Liaison). 

(b) The Liaison in each agency shall pro-
mote and support community service on a 
voluntary basis among Federal employees, 
including those approaching retirement; pro-
mote the use of skilled volunteers; and facili-
tate public recognition for volunteer commu-
nity service. 

(c) The head of each agency shall prescribe 
arrangements within the agency for support 
and supervision of the Liaison that ensure 
high priority and substantial visibility for the 
function of the Liaison within the agency 
under this order. 

(d) Each executive agency shall provide its 
Liaison with appropriate administrative sup-

port and other resources to meet the respon-
sibilities of the Liaison under this order. 

Sec. 2. Goals and Responsibilities of the 
Liaison. The Liaison shall foster within the 
Liaison’s agency a culture of taking responsi-
bility, service to others, and good citizenship. 
Toward that end, the Liaison shall: 

(a) identify, catalog, and review all activi-
ties of the agency that relate to volunteer 
community service, including, but not lim-
ited to rules, orders, grant programs, external 
relations, and other policies and practices, 
and make such recommendations to the head 
of the agency for adjustments as may be ap-
propriate; 

(b) actively work with USA Freedom 
Corps to promote volunteer community serv-
ice among agency employees by providing in-
formation about community service opportu-
nities; 

(c) coordinate within the agency actions to 
facilitate public recognition for volunteer 
community service; 

(d) promote, expand, and enhance skilled 
volunteer community service opportunities; 

(e) work with the USA Freedom Corps 
and the Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) to consider any appro-
priate changes in agency policies or practices 
that are not currently consistent with OPM 
guidance; 

(f) coordinate the awarding of the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award to recognize 
outstanding volunteer service by employees 
within the agency; and 

(g) act as a liaison with the USA Freedom 
Corps. 

Sec. 3. Administrative Provisions. (a) The 
USA Freedom Corps shall provide such in-
formation with respect to volunteer commu-
nity service programs and activities and such 
advice and assistance as may be required by 
agencies in performing their functions under 
this order. 

(b) Executive Order 12820 of November 
5, 1992, is revoked. 

(c) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 

(d) As used in this order: 
(i) ‘‘agency’’ has the meaning of ‘‘execu-

tive agency’’ as defined in section 105 
of title 5, United States Code; and 
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(ii) ‘‘USA Freedom Corps’’ means the 
Director of the USA Freedom Corps 
Office established by section 4 of Ex-
ecutive Order 13254 of January 29, 
2002. 

Sec. 4. Reporting Provisions. (a) Not later 
than 180 days from the date of this order 
and annually thereafter, each agency Liaison 
shall prepare and submit a report to the USA 
Freedom Corps that includes a description 
of the agency’s activities in performing its 
functions under this order. 

(b) A Liaison’s first report under sub-
section (a) shall include annual performance 
indicators and measurable objectives for 
agency action approved by the head of the 
agency. Each report filed thereafter under 
subsection (a) shall measure the agency’s 
performance against the indicators and ob-
jectives approved by the head of the agency. 

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This order is not 
intended to, and does not, create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable by any party at law or in equity 
against the United States, its departments, 
agencies, entities, officers, employees, or 
agents, or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 27, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:05 a.m., April 28, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on May 1. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan 
April 28, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome. 
We’ve just had a really interesting visit. And 
we talked about the need to—for the world 
to see a modern Muslim country that is able 
to provide for its citizens, that understands 
that democracy is the wave of the future. And 
I appreciate your leadership, Mr. President. 

We, obviously, talked about Iran. I assured 
the President of my desire to solve this prob-
lem diplomatically and peacefully. I appre-
ciate so very much the Government’s con-

tribution of support in troops to the new de-
mocracy in Iraq. I spent time describing to 
the President a meeting I had today via video 
conference with our Ambassador and Gen-
eral Casey—very important for me to bring 
our ally up to date on the progress that’s 
being made on the ground there. I shared 
with him my hope that the national unity 
Government will help achieve the objective 
we all want, which is peace and democracy. 

And we, of course, talked about energy. 
And I appreciate the vision of the Govern-
ment and the vision of the President in help-
ing this world achieve what we all want, 
which is energy security. Azerbaijan has got 
a very important role to play. And we dis-
cussed internal politics, and we discussed 
politics of the neighborhood as well, particu-
larly relations with Armenia. 

I appreciate very much the candid discus-
sion. I thank you for sharing your thoughts 
with me, and thank you for our alliance. And 
welcome. 

President Aliyev. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. I am very grateful for the invi-
tation. I’m very glad to be in Washington and 
have an opportunity to discuss with you the 
issues of bilateral relations. I’m sure that our 
relations of strategic partnership will 
strengthen in the future. 

We covered all the aspects of our bilateral 
relations. We are very grateful for the leader-
ship of the United States in promotion of the 
energy security issues in the region, in assist-
ing us to create a solid transportation infra-
structure which will allow to develop a full- 
scale Caspian oil and gas reserves and to de-
liver them to the international markets. 

We are allies in the war on terror. We’ve 
been from the very first day, shoulder to 
shoulder with the United States in the peace-
keeping operations in various parts of the 
world, and will continue to contribute to the 
creation of peace and stability in the region. 

Of course, the issues of resolution of Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh 
are also in the center of our discussions and 
we—I informed Mr. President with the latest 
status of the negotiations and expressed my 
hope that a peaceful settlement of the con-
flict will happen and will serve to the peace 
and stability in the whole region. 
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