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Naval Academy football team; and Vice Adm. 
Rodney P. Rempt, USN, superintendent, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Members of the Senate 

April 25, 2006 

I want to thank the Members of the 
United States Senate for joining on a very 
important discussion, and the discussion was 
how to get a comprehensive immigration bill 
out of the United States Senate. 

I will report to the American people that 
there is a common desire to have a bill that 
enforces the border, a bill that has interior 
enforcement—in other words, a bill that will 
hold people to account for hiring somebody 
who is here illegally but a bill that also recog-
nizes we must have a temporary-worker pro-
gram, a bill that does not grant automatic 
amnesty to people but a bill that says, some-
body who is working here on a legal basis 
has the right to get in line to become a cit-
izen. 

I thank the Members, both Republicans 
and Democrats, for taking on this really hard, 
hard assignment. It’s important that we re-
form a system that is not working. It’s impor-
tant that we uphold the values of the United 
States of America. It’s important that we 
treat people with dignity. 

And I strongly believe that we have a 
chance to get an immigration bill that is com-
prehensive in nature to my desk before the 
end of this year. 

And again, I want to thank both the Re-
publicans and Democrats for the spirit of 
hard work. I particularly want to thank Sen-
ator Kennedy and Senator McCain for taking 
the lead on this important bill on the floor 
of the United States Senate. And I assured 
the Members that I look forward to working 
with them as they try to get a bill out of 
the Senate by Memorial Day and into con-
ference. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Additional Funds To 
Support Recovery Efforts in the Gulf 
Coast 
April 25, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
To provide additional resources to assist 

the greater New Orleans region to continue 
its recovery from the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I ask the Congress to consider 
the enclosed requests for an additional $2.2 
billion for the Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps), which is in addition to amounts re-
quested on February 16th. This additional 
amount is offset by a $2.2 billion reduction 
in the amount requested on February 16th 
for the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund. 

The revised Corps request, which now to-
tals $3.7 billion, replaces the previous supple-
mental request for the Corps that was sub-
mitted on February 16th. This revised re-
quest supports the Administration’s commit-
ment to further enhance the levee system in 
parts of the New Orleans area to meet Fed-
eral 100-year standards of protection. 

I designate these proposals in the amounts 
requested herein as an emergency require-
ment. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Acting Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Executive Order 13399—Blocking 
Property of Additional Persons in 
Connection With the National 
Emergency With Respect to Syria 
April 25, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), section 5 of the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c) 
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(UNPA), and section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code; and in view of United Nations 
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1636 
of October 31, 2005, 

I, George W. Bush, President of the 
United States of America, determine that it 
is in the interests of the United States to (1) 
assist the international independent inves-
tigation Commission (the ‘‘Commission’’) es-
tablished pursuant to UNSCR 1595 of April 
7, 2005, (2) assist the Government of Leb-
anon in identifying and holding accountable 
in accordance with applicable law those per-
sons who were involved in planning, spon-
soring, organizing, or perpetrating the ter-
rorist act in Beirut, Lebanon, on February 
14, 2005, that resulted in the assassination 
of former Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafiq 
Hariri, and the deaths of 22 others, and other 
bombings or assassination attempts in Leb-
anon since October 1, 2004, that are related 
to Hariri’s assassination or that implicate the 
Government of Syria or its officers or agents, 
and (3) take note of the Commission’s con-
clusions in its report of October 19, 2005, 
that there is converging evidence pointing to 
both Lebanese and Syrian involvement in 
terrorist acts, that interviewees tried to mis-
lead the Commission’s investigation by giving 
false or inaccurate statements, and that a sen-
ior official of Syria submitted false informa-
tion to the Commission. In light of these de-
terminations, and to take additional steps 
with respect to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 
2004, concerning certain actions of the Gov-
ernment of Syria, I hereby order: 

Section 1. (a) Except to the extent that 
sections 203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA (50 
U.S.C. 1702(b)(1), (3) and (4)) may apply, 
or to the extent provided in regulations, or-
ders, directives, or licenses that may be 
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing any contract entered into or any li-
cense or permit granted prior to the effective 
date of this order, all property and interests 
in property that are in the United States, that 
hereafter come within the United States, or 
that are or hereafter come within the posses-
sion or control of any United States person, 
including any overseas branch, of the fol-
lowing persons are blocked and may not be 
transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or 

otherwise dealt in: persons determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, 

(i) to be, or to have been, involved in the 
planning, sponsoring, organizing, or perpe-
trating of: 

(A) the terrorist act in Beirut, Lebanon, 
that resulted in the assassination of former 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri and 
the deaths of 22 others; or 

(B) any other bombing, assassination, or 
assassination attempt in Lebanon since Octo-
ber 1, 2004, that is related to Hariri’s assas-
sination or that implicates the Government 
of Syria or its officers or agents; 

(ii) to have obstructed or otherwise im-
peded the work of the Commission estab-
lished pursuant to UNSCR 1595; 

(iii) to have materially assisted, sponsored, 
or provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in 
support of, any such terrorist act, bombing, 
or assassination attempt, or any person des-
ignated pursuant to this order; or 

(iv) to be owned or controlled by, or acting 
or purporting to act for or on behalf of, di-
rectly or indirectly, any person designated 
pursuant to this order. 

(b) I hereby determine that, to the extent 
section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 
1702(b)(2)) may apply, the making of dona-
tions of the type of articles specified in such 
section by, to, or for the benefit of any person 
designated pursuant to this order would seri-
ously impair my ability to deal with the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13338, and I hereby prohibit such do-
nations as provided by paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

(c) The prohibitions in paragraph (a) of 
this section include but are not limited to 
(i) the making of any contribution or provi-
sion of funds, goods, or services by, to, or 
for the benefit of any person designated pur-
suant to this order, and (ii) the receipt of 
any contribution or provision of funds, goods, 
or services from any such person. 

Sec. 2. (a) Any transaction by a United 
States person or within the United States that 
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading 
or avoiding, or attempts to violate any of the 
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited. 
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(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any 
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is 
prohibited. 

Sec. 3. For the purposes of this order: 
(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual 

or entity; 
(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, 

association, trust, joint venture, corporation, 
group, subgroup, or other organization; and 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means 
any United States citizen, permanent resi-
dent alien, entity organized under the laws 
of the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States (including foreign 
branches), or any person in the United 
States. 

Sec. 4. For those persons designated pur-
suant to this order who might have a constitu-
tional presence in the United States, I find 
that, because of the ability to transfer funds 
or other assets instantaneously, prior notice 
to such persons of measures to be taken pur-
suant to this order would render these meas-
ures ineffectual. I therefore determine that 
for these measures to be effective in address-
ing the national emergency declared in Exec-
utive Order 13338, there need be no prior 
notice of a determination made pursuant to 
section 1(a) of this order. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
after consultation with the Secretary of State, 
is hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to 
the President by IEEPA and UNPA, as may 
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
order. The Secretary of the Treasury may re-
delegate any of these functions to other offi-
cers and agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment, consistent with applicable law. All 
agencies of the United States Government 
are hereby directed to take all appropriate 
measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order and, where ap-
propriate, to advise the Secretary of the 
Treasury in a timely manner of the measures 
taken. 

Sec. 6. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right, benefit or privi-
lege, substantive or procedural, enforceable 
at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, in-

strumentalities, or entities, its officers or em-
ployees, or any other person. 

Sec. 7. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m. 
eastern daylight time on April 26, 2006. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 25, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 27, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on April 26, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on April 
28. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting an Executive Order 
Blocking Property of Additional 
Persons in Connection With the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Syria 
April 26, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the International Emergency 

Economic Powers Act, as amended (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby re-
port that I have issued an Executive Order 
blocking property of persons in connection 
with the terrorist act in Beirut, Lebanon, on 
February 14, 2005, that resulted in the assas-
sination of former Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafiq Hariri and the deaths of 22 others, and 
other bombings or assassination attempts in 
Lebanon since October 1, 2004, that are re-
lated to Hariri’s assassination or that impli-
cate the Government of Syria or its officers 
or agents. I issued this order to take addi-
tional steps with respect to the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13338 of May 11, 2004, concerning certain 
actions of the Government of Syria. In Exec-
utive Order 13338, I determined that the ac-
tions of the Government of Syria in sup-
porting terrorism, continuing its occupation 
of Lebanon, pursuing weapons of mass de-
struction, and undermining United States 
and international efforts in Iraq constituted 
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
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