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Statement on the Earthquake and
Tsunamis in the Indian Ocean

December 30, 2004

All Americans are shocked and saddened
by the tragic loss of life and the destruction
around the Indian Ocean. In this hour of crit-
ical need, America is joining with other na-
tions and international organizations to do
everything possible to provide assistance and
relief to the victims and their families.

Already cargo aircraft, support personnel,
naval units, and aid shipments have been dis-
patched. To coordinate this massive relief ef-
fort, firsthand assessments are needed by in-
dividuals on the ground. On Sunday, January
2, I will send a delegation of experts to the
affected areas to meet with regional leaders
and international organizations to assess what
additional aid can be provided by the United
States. The delegation will be led by Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell and Governor
Jeb Bush, who has extensive experience in
the State of Florida with relief, rehabilitation,
and reconstruction efforts following natural
disasters. I look forward to receiving the del-
egation’s assessment of the relief efforts so
that our Government can best help those in
need.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 13368—
Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay

December 30, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the laws
cited herein, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)),
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set

forth on the schedules attached hereto and
made a part hereof:

(a) The General Schedule
5332(a)) at Schedule 1;

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health
Administration of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section
301(a) of Public Law 102—40) at Schedule
3.

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The
ranges of rates of basic pay for senior execu-
tives in the Senior Executive Service, as es-
tablished pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5382, are set
forth on Schedule 4 attached hereto and
made a part hereof.

Sec. 3. Certain Executive, Legislative and
Judicial Salaries. The rates of basic pay or
salaries for the following offices and positions
are set forth on the schedules attached here-
to and made a part hereof:

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C.
5312-5318) at Schedule 5;

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at Schedule 6;
and

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d),
135, 252, and 461(a), section 140 of Public
Law 97-92, and section 306 of Division B
of Public Law 108—447) at Schedule 7.

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to
section 601(a)—~(b) of Public Law 108-375,
the rates of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C.
203(a)) for members of the uniformed serv-
ices, as adjusted under 37 U.S.C. 1009, and
the rate of monthly cadet or midshipman pay
(37 U.S.C. 203(c)) are set forth on Schedule
8 attached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay-
ments. (a) Pursuant to section 5304 of title
5, United States Code, and section 640 of
Division H of Public Law 108-447, locality-
based comparability payments shall be paid
in accordance with Schedule 9 attached here-
to and made a part hereof.
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(b) The Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall take such actions
as may be necessary to implement these pay-
ments and to publish appropriate notice of
such payments in the Federal Register.

Sec. 6. Administrative Law Judges. The
rates of basic pay for administrative law
judges, as adjusted under 5 U.S.C.
5372(b)(4), are set forth on Schedule 10 at-
tached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 7. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is ef-
fective on January 1, 2005. The other sched-
ules contained herein are effective on the
first day of the first applicable pay period be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2005.

Sec. 8. Prior Order Superseded. Executive
Order 13332 of March 3, 2004, is super-
seded.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 30, 2004.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:01 a.m., January 4, 2005]

NoOTE: This Executive order and the attached an-
nexes were published in the Federal Register on
January 5, 2005. This item was not received in
time for inclusion in the appropriate issue.

Statement on the Earthquake and
Tsunamis in the Indian Ocean

December 31, 2004

The disaster around the Indian Ocean con-
tinues to grow both in size and scope. I have
been monitoring closely the developments
and our recovery and relief effort underway.
I also look forward to the detailed report of
the official delegation led by Secretary Pow-
ell and Governor Jeb Bush that will travel
to the region very soon.

The United States has already provided an
initial, substantial effort through existing
emergency response resources, the forma-
tion of the core group, and military assets.
To help coordinate the massive relief effort,
disaster response officials are on the ground,
and we have established a Support Center
in Thailand that is manned and operational.
More than 20 patrol and cargo aircraft have
been made available to assess the disaster
and deliver relief supplies. Many of those air-

craft are on the scene. We have dispatched
the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, the
maritime prepositioning squadron from
Guam, and an amphibious ship carrying a
Marine Expeditionary Unit. They will soon
be in position to support relief efforts to in-
clude the generation of clean water. We are
leading an international coalition to help with
immediate humanitarian relief, rehabilita-
tion, and long-term reconstruction efforts.
India, Japan, and Australia have pledged to
help us coordinate these relief efforts, and
I am confident many more nations will join
this core group in short order. Reports of
strong charitable donations are also very en-
couraging and reflect the true generosity and
compassion of the American people.

Initial findings of American assessment
teams on the ground indicate that the need
for financial and other assistance will steadily
increase in the days and weeks ahead. Be-
cause of this information and based on the
recommendation of Secretary Powell and
Administrator Natsios, I am today commit-
ting $350 million to fund the U.S. portion
of the relief effort. Our contributions will
continue to be revised as the full effects of
this terrible tragedy become clearer.

Our thoughts and prayers are with all those
affected by this epic disaster.

Message on the Observance of
New Year’s Day, 2005

December 31, 2004

As we begin the New Year, our prayers
go out to the people who have lost so much
to the recent series of disasters in the Indian
Ocean region. The past few days have
brought loss and grief to the world that is
beyond our comprehension. America will
continue to stand with the affected govern-
ments to bring aid to those in need. Together
the world will cope with the loss and prevail
over this destruction.

In the United States, we go forward in the
New Year with confidence and faith in the
future.

Over the past year, Americans have shown
resolve and patience in the war on terror.
Our military men and women have brought
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