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Gale A. Norton; Secretary of Transportation Nor-
man Y. Mineta; Governor Michael F. Easley of 
North Carolina; and actor John Travolta, who 
served as master of ceremonies.

Proclamation 7745—Wright 
Brothers Day, 2003
December 17, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
A spirit of exploration and discovery has 

been a part of the American character since 
our founding days. Orville and Wilbur 
Wright exemplified this spirit when they 
made the dream of human flight a reality on 
December 17, 1903. On Wright Brothers 
Day, we honor the vision of these bicycle me-
chanics from Dayton, Ohio, and celebrate 
the centennial of manned, powered flight. 

One hundred years ago, the Wright broth-
ers changed our world with their 12-second, 
120-foot flight in North Carolina. Their 
achievement inspired other aviation pioneers 
and marked the beginning of a new era of 
freedom. Since that first flight, aviation and 
aerospace technology has advanced at a re-
markable pace, allowing us to fly across 
oceans, break the sound barrier, orbit the 
Earth, land on the moon, and study our uni-
verse in a way our ancestors could not have 
imagined. Each new generation of engineers 
and other inventors, following in the Wright 
Brothers’ footsteps, continues to move the 
technology of flight further. 

Today, air transportation touches the lives 
of people throughout the United States, and 
helps unite the American people. Air trans-
portation brings families and friends to-
gether, delivers aid to those in need, and fa-
cilitates industry and commerce. 

As we look to the future, we remember 
the extraordinary accomplishments of the 
Wright Brothers. Their determination and 
innovation continue to inspire us as we em-
bark on the second century of flight. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36 
U.S.C. 143) as amended, has designated De-
cember 17 of each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers 
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the 

President to issue annually a proclamation in-
viting the people of the United States to ob-
serve that day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 17, 2003, as 
Wright Brothers Day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of December, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 22, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 23.

Executive Order 13321—
Appointments During National 
Emergency 

December 17, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et 
seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, and in order to further respond to the 
national emergency I declared in Proclama-
tion 7463 of September 14, 2001, I hereby 
order as follows: 

Section 1. Emergency Appointments Au-
thority. The emergency appointments au-
thority at section 603 of title 10, United 
States Code, is invoked and made available 
to the Secretary of Defense in accordance 
with the terms of that statute and of Execu-
tive Order 12396 of December 9, 1982. 

Sec. 2. Judicial Review. This order is not 
intended to, and does not, create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law or in equity by a party against 
the United States, its departments, agencies, 
entities, officers, employees or agents, or any 
person. 
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Sec. 3. Administration. This order shall be 
transmitted to the Congress and published 
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 17, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 22, 2003] 

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on December 23.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Executive Order 
Regarding Appointments During 
National Emergency 

December 17, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with section 301 of the National 

Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1631), I hereby 
report that I have taken additional steps with 
respect to the national emergency I declared 
in Proclamation 7463 of September 14, 2001, 
by invoking and making available to the Sec-
retary of Defense the emergency appoint-
ments authority of section 603 of title 10 of 
the United States Code, consistent with the 
terms of that statute and of Executive Order 
12396 of December 9, 1982. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order I have issued, which is effective imme-
diately. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Directive on Critical Infrastructure 
Identification, Prioritization, and 
Protection 

December 17, 2003

Homeland Security Presidential Directive/
HSPD–7

Subject: Critical Infrastructure 
Identification, Prioritization, and Protection

Purpose 

(1) This directive establishes a national 
policy for Federal departments and agencies 
to identify and prioritize United States crit-
ical infrastructure and key resources and to 
protect them from terrorist attacks. 

Background 

(2) Terrorists seek to destroy, incapacitate, 
or exploit critical infrastructure and key re-
sources across the United States to threaten 
national security, cause mass casualties, 
weaken our economy, and damage public 
morale and confidence. 

(3) America’s open and technologically 
complex society includes a wide array of crit-
ical infrastructure and key resources that are 
potential terrorist targets. The majority of 
these are owned and operated by the private 
sector and State or local governments. These 
critical infrastructures and key resources are 
both physical and cyber-based and span all 
sectors of the economy. 

(4) Critical infrastructure and key re-
sources provide the essential services that 
underpin American society. The Nation pos-
sesses numerous key resources, whose ex-
ploitation or destruction by terrorists could 
cause catastrophic health effects or mass cas-
ualties comparable to those from the use of 
a weapon of mass destruction, or could pro-
foundly affect our national prestige and mo-
rale. In addition, there is critical infrastruc-
ture so vital that its incapacitation, exploi-
tation, or destruction, through terrorist at-
tack, could have a debilitating effect on secu-
rity and economic well-being. 

(5) While it is not possible to protect or 
eliminate the vulnerability of all critical infra-
structure and key resources throughout the 
country, strategic improvements in security 
can make it more difficult for attacks to suc-
ceed and can lessen the impact of attacks 
that may occur. In addition to strategic secu-
rity enhancements, tactical security improve-
ments can be rapidly implemented to deter, 
mitigate, or neutralize potential attacks. 
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