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that he believes we’re moving fast enough. 
But I’m moving out of the councils of govern-
ment. I’m trying to get directly to the people 
to find out. And there’s—a lot of people are 
content, and some people are frustrated. 

Yes, ma’am. 
Q. So many people here didn’t have insur-

ance——
The President. That’s right, and we’re 

going to have to deal with that. 
Q. Is there money available that’s not a 

loan for these people? 
The President. Well, we have—we’ll just 

have to figure it out, take a look and see. 
But you’re right, there’s a lot—a lot of the 
homes were insured, and a lot of the busi-
nesses weren’t. And as you can see, this street 
right here, all the commerce in this entire 
town was wiped out. The mayor was talking 
about what it means to be trying to run a 
city that has got no sales tax revenue because 
nobody can buy anything because the busi-
nesses are destroyed. 

And this is devastation—complete devasta-
tion here in Pierce City, and that’s what we’re 
here to—listen. We’ve got the people from 
the Federal Government all over it. The peo-
ple from the State Government are listening 
to people’s complaints. And we’ll just see the 
best we can do. I am not going to make a 
promise to these good people that won’t be 
fulfilled. So I’m here to listen, first of all. 

Terrorist Attack in Saudi Arabia 

Q. Were you surprised at this attack could 
take place a year-and-a-half—after a year-
and-a-half of——

The President. No, I’m not surprised. Al 
Qaida—until Al Qaida is completely brought 
to justice, they want to hurt Americans and 
our friends and allies. And so we’ll do every-
thing we can to secure the homeland, and 
we’ll do the best we can to make sure people 
can’t come into our country and hurt us. But 
the best way to secure the homeland is to 
chase these killers down, one at a time, and 
bring them to justice, which is the policy of 
the Bush administration and will be the pol-
icy of the Bush administration for a long—
hopefully, a long time. I know so long as I’m 
the President, we will deal with these people. 

That’s the only way to secure the country. 
And so these—they’ll hit and run, and they’ll 
try to hide. We’re going to get them. 

Texas Legislature 

Q. Sir, you mentioned Texas. Have you 
been following what’s going on in the Texas 
legislature? 

The President. I have not. 
Q. Democrats leaving the State to avoid 

a vote——
The President. No, I haven’t—[laugh-

ter]—but I’m confident my friend, that Gov-
ernor Perry will be able to deal with it. 

Why don’t we get out of the rain? Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2:30 
p.m. during a tour of the city. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Bob Holden of Missouri; 
Mayor Mark Peters of Pierce City; and Gov. Rick 
Perry of Texas. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks.

Executive Order 13301—Increasing 
the Number of Members on the 
Intelligence Oversight Board 

May 14, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered that Executive Order 12863 of Sep-
tember 13, 1993, as amended by Executive 
Order 13070 of December 16, 1997, is fur-
ther amended by deleting the word ‘‘four’’ 
from the first sentence of section 2.1 and in-
serting in its place the word ‘‘five’’. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 14, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 16, 2003] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on May 19.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Deployment of 
United States Military Personnel as 
Part of the Kosovo International 
Security Force 
May 14, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress of November 

15, 2002, I provided information regarding 
the continued deployment of combat-
equipped U.S. military personnel as the U.S. 
contribution to the NATO-led international 
security force in Kosovo (KFOR) and to 
other countries in the region in support of 
that force. I am providing this supplemental 
report prepared by my Administration, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution 
(Public Law 93–148), to help ensure that the 
Congress is kept fully informed on continued 
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo. 

As noted in previous reports, the U.N. Se-
curity Council authorized member states to 
establish KFOR in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mis-
sion of KFOR is to provide an international 
security presence in order to deter renewed 
hostilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce 
the terms of the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia; enforce the terms of the 
Undertaking on Demilitarization and Trans-
formation of the former Kosovo Liberation 
Army; provide day-to-day operational direc-
tion to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and 
maintain a safe and secure environment to 
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad-
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

Currently, the U.S. contribution to KFOR 
in Kosovo is about 2,250 U.S. military per-
sonnel, or approximately 9 percent of 
KFOR’s total strength. Additionally, U.S. 
military personnel occasionally operate from 
Macedonia, Albania, and Greece in support 
of KFOR operations. Nineteen non-NATO 
contributing countries also participate with 
NATO forces in providing military personnel 
and other support personnel to KFOR. 

The U.S. forces are assigned to a sector 
principally centered around Gnjilane in the 
eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR 
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining 

a safe and secure environment remains the 
primary military task. The KFOR forces op-
erate under NATO command and control 
and rules of engagement. The KFOR coordi-
nates with and supports UNMIK at most lev-
els, provides a security presence in towns, 
villages, and the countryside, and organizes 
checkpoints and patrols in key areas to pro-
vide security, protect minorities, resolve dis-
putes, and help instill in the community a 
feeling of confidence. 

The UNMIK continues to transfer non-re-
served competencies under the Constitu-
tional Framework document to the Kosovar 
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government 
(PISG). The PISG includes the President, 
Prime Minister, and Kosovo Assembly, and 
has been in place since March 2002. Munic-
ipal elections were successfully held for a sec-
ond time in October 2002. 

NATO continues formally to review 
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These 
reviews provide a basis for assessing current 
force levels, future requirements, force struc-
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the 
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and 
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans. 
The KFOR has transferred full responsibility 
for public safety and policing to the UNMIK 
international and local police forces through-
out Kosovo except in the area of Mitrovica, 
where the responsibility is shared due to se-
curity concerns. The UNMIK international 
police and local police forces have also begun 
to assume responsibility for guarding pat-
rimonial sites and established border-cross-
ing checkpoints. 

The continued deployment of U.S. forces 
has been undertaken pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign 
relations and as Commander in Chief and 
Chief Executive. I appreciate the continued 
support of the Congress in these actions. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate.
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