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that Saddam Hussein disarms. The whole
purpose of the debate is for Saddam to dis-
arm. We gave him a chance. As a matter of
fact, we gave him 12 years of chances. But
recently we gave him a chance, starting last
fall. And it said, last chance to disarm. The
resolution said that. And had he chosen to
do so, ittd would be evident that he’s dis-
armed.

So more time, more inspectors, more proc-
ess, in our judgment, is not going to affect
the peace of the world. So whatever is re-
solved is going to have some finality to it,
so that Saddam Hussein will take us seri-
ously.

I want to remind you that it’s his choice
to make as to whether or not we go to war.
It’s Saddam’s choice. He’s the person that
can make the choice of war and peace. Thus
far, he’s made the wrong choice. If we have
to, for the sake of the security of the Amer-
ican people, for the sake of peace in the
world, and for freedom to the Iraqi people,
we will disarm Saddam Hussein. And by
“we,” it’s more than America. A lot of nations
will join us.

Thank you for your questions. Good night.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
8:02 p.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Khalid Sheik Mo-
hammed, senior Al Qaida leader responsible for
planning the September 11 attack, who was cap-
tured in Pakistan on March 1; President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; Chairman Kim Chong-il of North
Korea; President Jiang Zemin of China; senior Al
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and Presi-
dent Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea.

Executive Order 13288—Blocking
Property of Persons Undermining
Democratic Processes or Institutions
in Zimbabwe

March 6, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United
States Code,
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I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, have determined
that the actions and policies of certain mem-
bers of the Government of Zimbabwe and
other persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s
democratic processes or institutions, contrib-
uting to the deliberate breakdown in the rule
of law in Zimbabwe, to politically motivated
violence and intimidation in that country, and
to political and economic instability in the
southern African region, constitute an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States, and I hereby de-
clare a national emergency to deal with that
threat.

I hereby order:

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in section 203(b) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)), and in regulations, orders, direc-
tives, or licenses that may be issued pursuant
to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit
granted prior to the effective date of this
order, all property and interests in property
of the following persons that are in the
United States, that hereafter come within the
United States, or that are or hereafter come
within the possession or control of United
States persons, including their overseas
branches, are blocked and may not be trans-
ferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or other-
wise dealt in:

(a) the persons listed in the Annex to this
order; and

(b) any person determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, to be owned or con-
trolled by, or acting or purporting to act di-
rectly or indirectly for or on behalf of, any
of the persons listed in the Annex to this
order.

Sec. 2. (a) Any transaction or dealing by
a United States person or within the United
States in property or interests in property
blocked pursuant to this order is prohibited,
including but not limited to the making or
receiving of any contribution of funds, goods,
or services to or for the benefit of any person
listed in the Annex to this order or who is
the subject of a determination under sub-
section 1(b) of this order.

(b) Any transaction by a United States per-
son or within the United States that evades
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or avoids, has the purpose of evading or
avoiding, or attempts to violate any of the
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited.

(c) Any conspiracy formed to violate the
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited.

Sec. 3. For the purposes of this order:

(a) The term “person” means an individual
or entity;

(b) The term “entity” means a partnership,
association, trust, joint venture, corporation,
group, subgroup, or other organization; and

(¢) The term “United States person”
means any United States citizen, permanent
resident alien, entity organized under the
laws of the United States or any jurisdiction
within the United States (including foreign
branches), or any person in the United
States.

Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, is
hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
me by IEEPA, as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of this order. The Secretary
of the Treasury may redelegate any of these
functions to other officers and agencies of
the United States Government. All agencies
of the United States Government are hereby
directed to take all appropriate measures
within their authority to carry out the provi-
sions of this order.

Sec. 5. This order is not intended to cre-
ate, nor does it create, any right, benefit, or
privilege, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law by a party against the United
States, its agencies, officers, employees, or
any other person.

Sec. 6. (a) This order is effective at 12:01
eastern standard time on March 7, 2003; and

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal Reg-

ister.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 6, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:43 a.m., March 7, 2003]

Mar. 7 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

NoTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 7, and
it and the attached annexes were published in the
Federal Register on March 10.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on the National Emergency With
Respect to Zimbabwe

March 6, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) and section 301 of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631, 1
hereby report that I have exercised my statu-
tory authority to declare a national emer-
gency with respect to the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States posed by the actions
and policies of certain individuals who have
formulated, implemented, or supported poli-
cies that have undermined Zimbabwe’s
democratic institutions.

Over the course of more than 2 years, the
Government of Zimbabwe has systematically
undermined that nation’s democratic institu-
tions, employing violence, intimidation, and
repressive means including legislation to sti-
fle opposition to its rule. This campaign to
ensure the continued rule of Robert Mugabe
and his associates was clearly revealed in the
badly flawed presidential election held in
March 2002. Subsequent to the election, the
Mugabe government intensified its repres-
sion of opposition political parties and those
voices in civil society and the independent
press calling on the government to respect
the nation’s democratic values and the basic
human rights of its citizens. To add to the
desperation of the besieged Zimbabwean
people, the current government has engaged
in a violent assault on the rule of law that
has thrown the economy into chaos, dev-
astated the nation’s agricultural economy,
and triggered a potentially catastrophic food
crisis.

As a result of the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat posed to the foreign policy of
the United States by the deterioration of
Zimbabwe’s democracy and the resulting
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