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I have been not only amazed; I have been
so gladdened by what I’ve seen and heard
about America in the face of this tragedy.
Not only are we determined to seek justice;
we’re determined to right wrongs, to help
heal souls, and to help people in need.

It is such an honor to be the President
of a country that embraces the entrepre-
neurial spirit for all. But more importantly,
it’s an honor to be the President of a country
full of decent and heartfelt and compas-
sionate Americans.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Atrium Ballroom at the Ronald Reagan Building
and International Trade Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting
March 19, 2002

Thank you all for coming. We’ve had a very
good Cabinet meeting. I want to thank my
members of the Cabinet for discussing a vari-
ety of topics. I heard from the Secretary of
State about the Vice President’s visit and the
Zinni mission. So we’re making progress. We
heard, of course, from the Secretary of De-
fense about our progress in the war on terror,
and I appreciate his leadership and the brav-
ery of the military.

We talked about a lot of other issues. One
thing I want to urge the Senate to do is to
pass 245(i). This bill passed the House, and
it now needs to pass the Senate. It is a bill
which enhances our border security and, at
the same time, says that if someone’s living
here legally, they won’t have to leave the
country in order to stay with their family. In
other words, they won’t have to leave the
country, apply, and then come back to be
with their family. We believe in family values.
We believe good policy keeps families to-
gether. The House agreed with us, and the
Senate ought to act. The Senate ought to get
this done and particularly soon.

I’m going to Mexico. I want to show our
friends, the Mexicans, that we are compas-
sionate about people who live here on a legal
basis, that we don’t disrupt the families for

people who are here legally. So I think it’s
going to require some leadership in the Sen-
ate, and I look forward to seeing the Senate
get this done soon.

And I thank you all for coming today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to U.S. Special Envoy to the
Middle East Gen. Anthony Zinni, USMC (Ret.);
and section 245(i) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, which expired April 30, 2001. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Executive Order 13259—
Designation of Public International
Organizations for Purposes of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and
the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of
1977

March 19, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
30A(f)(1)(B)(ii) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78dd–1(f)(1)(B)(ii))
and sections 104(h)(2)(B)(ii) and
104A(f)(2)(B)(ii) of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act of 1977 (15 U.S.C. 78dd–
2(h)(2)(B)(ii), 78dd–3(f)(2)(B)(ii)), I hereby
designate as ‘‘public international organiza-
tions’’ for the purposes of application of sec-
tion 30A of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 and sections 104 and 104A of the For-
eign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977:

(a) The European Union, including: the
European Communities (the European
Community, the European Coal & Steel
Community, and the European Atomic En-
ergy Community); institutions of the Euro-
pean Union, such as the European Commis-
sion, the Council of the European Union, the
European Parliament, the European Court
of Justice, the European Court of Auditors,
the Economic and Social Committee, the
Committee of the Regions, the European
Central Bank, and the European Investment
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Bank; and any departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities thereof; and

(b) The European Police Office (Europol),
including any departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities thereof.

Designation in this Executive Order is in-
tended solely to further the purposes of the
statutes mentioned above and is not deter-
minative of whether an entity is a public
international organization for the purpose of
other statutes or regulations.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:10 p.m., March 20, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 21.

Executive Order 13261—Providing
An Order of Succession in the
Environmental Protection Agency
and Amending Certain Orders on
Succession
March 19, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C.
3345, et seq., it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this order, the officers named in
section 2, in the order listed, shall act as and
perform the functions and duties of the office
of the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency (Administrator) during
any period when both the Administrator and
the Deputy Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency have died, re-
signed, or become otherwise unable to per-
form the functions and duties of the office
of Administrator.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) Assistant Administrator for Toxic

Substances;
(b) Assistant Administrator (Air and Ra-

diation);
(c) Assistant Administrator, Office of

Solid Waste;

(d) Assistant Administrator (Water Pro-
grams);

(e) Assistant Administrator (General
Counsel);

(f) Assistant Administrator (Enforce-
ment and Compliance Assurance);

(g) Chief Financial Officer;
(h) Assistant Administrator (Research

and Development);
(i) Assistant Administrator (International

Activities);
(j) Assistant Administrator (Administra-

tion and Resources Management);
and

(k) Assistant Administrator (Environ-
mental Information).

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(k) in an acting ca-
pacity, by virtue of so serving, shall act as
Administrator pursuant to this order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
order, the President retains discretion, to the
extent permitted by the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq.,
to depart from this order in designating an
acting Administrator.

Sec. 4. Amendments to Certain Executive
Orders providing Orders of Succession. Ex-
ecutive Orders 13241, 13242, 13243, 13244,
13245, 13246, and 13247 of December 18,
2001, and Executive Orders 13250 and 13251
of December 28, 2001, are hereby amended
as follows:

(a) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13241
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture,’’ is replaced with the
following: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serving
in an office listed in section 2(a)–(j) in an
acting capacity shall, by virtue of so serving,
act as Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(b) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13242
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Commerce,’’ is replaced with the fol-
lowing: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serving in
an office listed in section 2(a)–(h) in an acting
capacity shall, by virtue of so serving, act as
Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(c) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13243
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
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