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Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in section 2 of this order.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 20, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 26, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on December 27.

Executive Order 13240—Council of
Europe in Respect of the Group of
States Against Corruption
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, including section 1 of the
International Organizations Immunities Act
(22 U.S.C. 288) (the ‘‘Act’’), and having
found that the Council of Europe in Respect
of the Group of States Against Corruption
(GRECO) is a public international organiza-
tion in which the United States participates
within the meaning of the Act, I hereby des-
ignate GRECO as a public international or-
ganization entitled to enjoy the privileges, ex-
emptions, and immunities conferred by the
Act. This designation is not intended to
abridge in any respect privileges, exemptions,
or immunities that such organization may
have acquired or may acquire by inter-
national agreement or by law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 21,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Remarks on the New Oval Office
Carpet and an Exchange With
Reporters
December 21, 2001

Review of 2001
The President. Don’t step on the new

rug! [Laughter]
We wanted you to see the new rug. It’s

a tradition for each President to design a rug.
And Laura helped design this rug, and I think
she did a fantastic job, as you can see. It’s
just beautiful.

That’s the seal in the middle. The border
here has got a little Texan in it.

The First Lady. We have the Lone Star.
The President. The Lone Star. The rays

are, I think, very dramatic. And so we wanted
you to come by and take a look at it.

The other thing is, it’s been an extraor-
dinary year for us. We will continue to ask
the good Lord’s blessings on America during
the holiday season, particularly on those who
suffered incredible loss. And we—I hope our
soldiers are safe overseas. We appreciate the
job they do.

I’m real proud of how the administration
and our Government has responded to the
attacks on America: Got a good strategy in
the first phase of the war, to rout terror; held
the doctrine that says that we will bring the
murderers to justice and we will hold those
accountable who help the murderers; re-
sponded quickly to threats to our homeland.
Tom Ridge is doing a really good job in co-
ordinating with those whose job it is to keep
America safe.

Every morning I come into the desk, and
I would read the threat assessments to Amer-
ica. And it reminds me that my most impor-
tant job of all is to protect the American peo-
ple from further attack.

On the domestic front, I’m really pleased
with what’s happened in the Congress to get
the education bill, a significant piece of edu-
cation reform that believes that the Nation
should have high standards for every single
child and that we ought to make sure that
when we spend money that there’s results.
And along those lines, we also—this bill
trusts the local governments to make many
decisions about educating children.
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