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and heritage give thanks to God for the many
blessings we enjoy as a free, faithful, and fair-
minded land. Let us particularly give thanks
for the selfless sacrifices of those who re-
sponded in service to others after the ter-
rorist attacks, setting aside their own safety
as they reached out to help their neighbors.
Let us also give thanks for our leaders at
every level who have planned and coordi-
nated the myriad of responses needed to ad-
dress this unprecedented national crisis. And
let us give thanks for the millions of people
of faith who have opened their hearts to
those in need with love and prayer, bringing
us a deeper unity and stronger resolve.

In thankfulness and humility, we acknowl-
edge, especially now, our dependence on
One greater than ourselves. On this day of
Thanksgiving, let our thanksgiving be re-
vealed in the compassionate support we
render to our fellow citizens who are grieving
unimaginable loss; and let us reach out with
care to those in need of food, shelter, and
words of hope. May Almighty God, who is
our refuge and our strength in this time of
trouble, watch over our homeland, protect
us, and grant us patience, resolve, and wis-
dom in all that is to come.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, No-
vember 22, 2001, as a National Day of
Thanksgiving. I encourage Americans to as-
semble in their homes, places of worship, or
community centers to reinforce ties of family
and community, express our profound thanks
for the many blessings we enjoy, and reach
out in true gratitude and friendship to our
friends around the world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:18 a.m., November 19, 2001]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 20.

Nov. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Executive Order 13235—National
Emergency Construction Authority

November 16, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, I declared a national emergency that
requires the use of the Armed Forces of the
United States, by Proclamation 7463 of Sep-
tember 14, 2001, because of the terrorist at-
tacks on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon, and because of the continuing and
immediate threat to the national security of
the United States of further terrorist attacks.
To provide additional authority to the De-
partment of Defense to respond to that
threat, and in accordance with section 301
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1631), I hereby order that the emergency
construction authority at 10 U.S.C. 2808 is
invoked and made available in accordance
with its terms to the Secretary of Defense
and, at the discretion of the Secretary of De-
fense, to the Secretaries of the military de-
partments.

George W. Bush
The White House,
November 16, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:37 a.m., November 19, 2001]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on November 20.
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November 10
In the morning, the President traveled to
New York City, NY.
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