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NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:40 p.m. on
December 22 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
23. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 22 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Executive Order 13182—
Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay

December 23, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the laws
cited herein, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)),
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set
forth on the schedules attached hereto and
made a part hereof:

(a) The General Schedule (5 U.S.C.
5332(a)) at Schedule 1;

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and

(c) The schedules for the Veterans
Health Administration of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (38 U.S.C.
7306, 7404; section 301(a) of Public
Law 102–40) at Schedule 3.

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The rates
of basic pay for senior executives in the Sen-
ior Executive Service, as adjusted under 5
U.S.C. 5382, are set forth on Schedule 4 at-
tached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 3. Executive Salaries. The rates of
basic pay or salaries for the following offices
and positions are set forth on the schedules
attached hereto and made a part hereof:

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C.
5312–5318) at Schedule 5;

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104)
and the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at
Schedule 6; and

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5,
44(d), 135, 252, and 461(a)) at Sched-
ule 7.

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to
section 601 of Public Law 106–398, the rates
of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C. 203(a)) for
members of the uniformed services and the
rate of monthly cadet or midshipman pay (37

U.S.C. 203(c)) are set forth on Schedule 8
attached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay-
ments. (a) Pursuant to sections 5304 and
5304a of title 5, United States Code, locality-
based comparability payments shall be paid
in accordance with Schedule 9 attached here-
to and made a part hereof.

(b) The Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall take such
actions as may be necessary to imple-
ment these payments and to publish
appropriate notice of such payments
in the Federal Register.

Sec. 6. Administrative Law Judges. The
rates of basic pay for administrative law
judges, as adjusted under 5 U.S.C.
5372(b)(4), are set forth on Schedule 10 at-
tached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 7. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is ef-
fective on January 1, 2001. The other sched-
ules contained herein are effective on the
first day of the first applicable pay period be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2001.

Sec. 8. Prior Order Superseded. Executive
Order 13144 of December 21, 1999, is super-
seded.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 23, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 28, 2000]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on December 29.

Executive Order 13183—
Establishment of the President’s
Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status
December 23, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Public
Law 106–346, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the
executive branch of the Government of the
United States of America to help answer the
questions that the people of Puerto Rico have
asked for years regarding the options for the
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islands’ future status and the process for real-
izing an option. Further, it is our policy to
consider and develop positions on proposals,
without preference among the options, for
the Commonwealth’s future status; to discuss
such proposals with representatives of the
people of Puerto Rico and the Congress; to
work with leaders of the Commonwealth and
the Congress to clarify the options to enable
Puerto Ricans to determine their preference
among options for the islands’ future status
that are not incompatible with the Constitu-
tion and basic laws and policies of the United
States; and to implement such an option if
chosen by a majority, including helping Puer-
to Ricans obtain a governing arrangement
under which they would vote for national
government officials, if they choose such a
status.

Sec. 2. The President’s Task Force on
Puerto Rico’s Status. There is established a
task force to be known as ‘‘The President’s
Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status’’ (Task
Force). It shall be composed of designees of
each member of the President’s Cabinet and
the Co-Chairs of the President’s Interagency
Group on Puerto Rico (Interagency Group).
The Task Force shall be co-chaired by the
Attorney General’s designee and a Co-Chair
of the Interagency Group.

Sec. 3. Functions. The Task Force shall
seek to implement the policy set forth in sec-
tion 1 of this order. It shall ensure official
attention to and facilitate action on matters
related to proposals for Puerto Rico’s status
and the process by which an option can be
realized. It shall provide advice and rec-
ommendations on such matters to the Presi-
dent and the Congress. It shall also provide
advice and recommendations to assist the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President in fulfilling
its responsibilities under Public Law 106–346
to transfer funding to the Elections Commis-
sion of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
for public education on and a public choice
among options for Puerto Rico’s future status
that are not incompatible with the Constitu-
tion and the basic laws and policies of the
United States.

Sec. 4. Report. The Task Force shall re-
port on its actions to the President not later
than May 1, 2001, and thereafter as needed
but not less than annually on progress made

in the determination of Puerto Rico’s ulti-
mate status.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 23, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 28, 2000]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on December 29.

Memorandum on Resolution
of Puerto Rico’s Status
December 23, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: Resolution of Puerto Rico’s Status

Although Puerto Rico was acquired in con-
nection with the Spanish-American War and
United States citizenship is granted to per-
sons born on the islands, Puerto Rico’s ulti-
mate status has not been determined. Until
that issue is resolved, questions remain about
how United States economic and social poli-
cies should apply to the citizens of Puerto
Rico.

Further, although our citizens in Puerto
Rico have been granted the exercise of au-
thority on local matters similar to that of citi-
zens of a State, they do not have voting rep-
resentation in the Federal Government.

All three of Puerto Rico’s major political
parties are based on different visions of what
the options for a fully democratic status are,
and what the best status would be. And all
advocate a substantial change in the islands’
status. The Commonwealth held a ref-
erendum on options for its future status in
December 1998, including the current gov-
erning arrangement, and other recognized
options, but a majority of the vote was for
a ‘‘None of the Above’’ column.

Much of the debate on the issue concerns
what options are available to Puerto Rico, in
light of the Constitution and the basic laws
and policies of the United States. The elected
representatives of the people of Puerto Rico
have, therefore, repeatedly petitioned the
Federal Government to clarify the islands’
status options as well as the process by which
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