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Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Most-
Favored-Nation Status for China
June 24, 1997

This past weekend, I was proud to host
the leaders of the major industrial democ-
racies at the Summit of the Eight in Denver.
We discussed ways to make the 21st century
safer, more secure, and more prosperous for
all our people, and how we need to reach
out to the world to ensure our well-being
at home.

Today’s vote in the House of Representa-
tives to continue our normal trading relations
with China enhances our ability to do just
that—and to deepen our cooperation with
the largest country in the world. I’m espe-
cially pleased to see this vote had strong bi-
partisan support. It sends a clear signal to
our friends and foes alike that when it comes
to America’s security and prosperity, our Na-
tion speaks with one voice.

Today’s vote was a vote for America’s in-
terests. It makes clear that the right way to
encourage further progress in China is not
to cut China off but to draw China in.

China is home to nearly one-fourth the
world’s population and is one of the fastest
growing markets in the world. Our steady en-
gagement has expanded areas of cooperation,
from stopping nuclear testing to promoting
stability on the Korean Peninsula; from com-
bating terrorism, drug trafficking, and pollu-
tion to protecting American intellectual
property rights. And already, we sell $12 bil-
lion worth of exports to China every year—
supporting tens of thousands of good Amer-
ican jobs.

Preserving normal trade relations does not
mean endorsement of all of China’s policies.
When we disagree with China, such as on
human rights and religious freedom, we will
continue to speak out candidly and clearly.
While we’ve felt all along that revoking nor-
mal trade relations would only exacerbate our
differences, we are committed to work close-
ly with Congress and others to defend and
advance our interests with China as we
strengthen our cooperation.

The way China evolves in the years ahead
will have an enormous bearing on the shape
of the 21st century. A stable, secure, open,

and prosperous China that respects inter-
national norms and works with us as a partner
is profoundly in America’s interest. Ulti-
mately, China will decide its own destiny.
But by maintaining our steady engagement,
we can play a useful role—helping China
choose the path of integration that will bene-
fit our people and the world.

Today’s House vote reinforces that strat-
egy and strengthens our ability to encourage
positive change. Again, I want to thank the
House of Representatives for its strong bipar-
tisan support. I look forward to working with
Members of both parties to deepen our pol-
icy consensus toward China and to advance
our security and prosperity in the future.

Statement on Consumer Confidence
June 24, 1997

Today’s Conference Board release, along
with the University of Michigan’s release ear-
lier this month, indicate more good news on
the economy.

Today’s report shows that Americans are
more confident about economic conditions
than they have been in 28 years. With
consumer confidence, unemployment, and
inflation the best they’ve been in decades,
America’s economy is the strongest in the
world and the best in a generation.

Unemployment is at its lowest level in 24
years, economic growth is the highest it has
been in a decade, and inflation is the lowest
for any administration since John F. Kennedy
was President. We have already cut the defi-
cit 77 percent since 1992, helping spark this
remarkable period of strong growth and low
inflation.

Now is the time to build on the bipartisan
budget agreement, which will balance the
budget for the first time since 1969, honor
our values, and help to continue this solid
economic performance.

Executive Order 13051—Internal
Revenue Service Management Board
June 24, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including 31
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U.S.C. 301 and 26 U.S.C. 7801(a), and in
order to establish a permanent oversight
board to assist the Secretary of the Treasury
(‘‘Secretary’’) in ensuring effective manage-
ment of the Internal Revenue Service, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is
hereby established within the Department of
the Treasury the Internal Revenue Service
Management Board (‘‘Board’’).

(b) The Board shall consist of:
(1) the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury,

who shall serve as Chair of the Board;
(2) the Assistant Secretary of the Treas-

ury (Management) and the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, who shall serve as
Vice Chairs;

(3) the Assistant Secretary of the Treas-
ury (Tax Policy);

(4) the Under Secretary of the Treasury
(Enforcement);

(5) the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury (Departmental Finance and
Management);

(6) the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury (Information Systems)/
Chief Information Officer;

(7) the Assistant Secretary of the Treas-
ury (Legislative Affairs and Public Li-
aison);

(8) the General Counsel for the Depart-
ment of the Treasury;

(9) the Director, Office of Security, De-
partment of the Treasury;

(10) the Senior Procurement Executive for
the Department of the Treasury;

(11) the Commissioner of Internal Reve-
nue;

(12) the Deputy Commissioner of Internal
Revenue;

(13) the Associate Commissioner of Inter-
nal Revenue for Modernization/Chief
Information Officer of the Internal
Revenue Service;

(14) the Deputy Director for Manage-
ment, Office of Management and
Budget;

(15) the Administrator for Federal Pro-
curement Policy, Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(16) a representative of the Office of the
Vice President designated by the Vice
President;

(17) a representative of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget designated by
the Director of such office;

(18) a representative of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management designated by
the Director of such office;

(19) representatives of such other Govern-
ment agencies as may be determined
from time to time by the Secretary
of the Treasury, designated by the
head of such agency; and

(20) such other officers or employees of
the Department of the Treasury as
may be designated by the Secretary.

(c) A member of the Board described in
paragraphs (16) through (20) of subsection
(b) may be removed by the official who des-
ignated such member.

(d) The Board may seek the views, consist-
ent with 18 U.S.C. 205, of Internal Revenue
Service employee representatives on matters
considered by the Board under section 3 of
this order.

Sec. 2. Structure. There shall be an Exec-
utive Committee of the full Board, the mem-
bers of which shall be appointed by the Sec-
retary.

Sec. 3. Functions. (a) The Board shall di-
rectly support the Secretary’s oversight of the
management and operation of the Internal
Revenue Service. This includes:

(1) working through the Deputy Secretary,
assisting the Secretary on the full range of
high-level management issues and concerns
affecting the Internal Revenue Service, par-
ticularly those that have a significant impact
on operations, modernization, and customer
service.

(2) acting through the Executive Commit-
tee, serving as the primary review for strate-
gic decisions concerning modernization of
the Internal Revenue Service, including
modernization direction, strategy, significant
reorganization plans, performance metrics,
budgetary issues, major capital investments,
and compensation of personnel.

(b) The Board shall meet at least monthly
and shall prescribe such bylaws or proce-
dures as the Board deems appropriate.

(c) The Board shall prepare semiannual re-
ports to the President and to the Congress,
which shall be transmitted by the Secretary
of the Treasury.
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Sec. 4. Administration. To the extent per-
mitted by law and subject to the availability
of appropriations, the Secretary shall provide
the Board administrative services, facilities,
staff, and such other financial support serv-
ices as may be necessary for the performance
of its functions under this order.

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This order is in-
tended only to improve the internal manage-
ment of the Internal Revenue Service and
is not intended, and shall not be construed,
to create any right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable at law by a party
against the United States, its agencies, its of-
ficers, or its employees.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 24, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 25, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on June 26.

Excerpt of Remarks During the
Family Re-Union VI Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee
June 25, 1997

The President. Thank you. Before we
begin, let me just say briefly, of all the good
ideas that Al and Tipper have ever had, this
might be one of the two or three best. This
is an amazing thing. It’s something a Presi-
dent always hates to admit, but this is some-
thing I had absolutely nothing to do with.
[Laughter] This predates our partnership
even. But the fact that they recognized that
the welfare and strength of the American
family, upon which the whole future of the
country depends, is directly affected by all
these big issues we often talk about—the
workplace issues, the education issues, the
cultural issues—and determined to bring it
down to family levels, and now this for the
sixth time, I think is an astonishing and, as
far as I know, unique contribution to Ameri-
ca’s public life.

And so I just want to say to you, Mr. Vice
President, and to Tipper and to everybody
who has worked so hard on all these con-

ferences, you’ve done a great thing for our
country, and I’m always glad to be here. I
look forward to this every year, and I’m just
grateful. And of course, because this day is
about parents and education, I’m especially
excited about it.

[At this point, the discussion began.]

The President. Unlike the rest of you, I
knew what we were about to hear—[laugh-
ter]—because Hillary went and visited the
school and she came back sort of floating.
When you were talking about trying to cover
that third ‘‘b’’, I couldn’t help but think that’s
a perfect project for the Vice President’s re-
inventing Government endeavor. [Laughter]

I don’t think I can add anymore to what
she said, but I would like to fill in a blank
that maybe needs to be filled in for some
of you. When Susan was talking, I asked her
if her superintendent supported what she
was doing, and she said yes. It’s just not true
everywhere that the school district supports
such things or that sometimes the districts
are so big they’re just so overwhelmed they
can’t even imagine how to achieve such
things.

And that is the purpose of the charter
school movement that the Vice President,
Secretary Riley, and I have worked so hard
to support. It basically says you can create
your own school within the public school sys-
tem. And we have charter schools that are
created in many different ways. Sometimes
you just take over an existing building, and
the teachers run it; sometimes a group of
teachers and parents run it. But the point
is, you’re free to get out from under all those
rules and regulations you think you have to
cover yourself against.

And no one could have imagined a public
school, for example, not only doing the things
that were just described but actually buying
out crack houses across the street or, if the
parents are really poor and they want to be
better role models for their kids and support
them better, creating, in effect, microenter-
prises. And Los Angeles now has a $400 mil-
lion bank that the Federal Government fund-
ed to try to help make loans to people who
couldn’t get loans any other way, and we’ll
probably be able to help to finance some of
those folks.
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