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to see whether—who is right on this. She
was sincere and honest in her position, and
I’m sincere and honest in mine, and time
will see who was right.

Expected Results
Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]—going to

be worried that this is going to be all talk
and no action. Are there going to be concrete
proposals that are going to come out of this?
In what areas?

The President. I expect there to be con-
crete proposals. I also wanted to say there
will simultaneously be concrete proposals
that will be debated in the context of the
budget that will directly bear on this. For
example, one of the things that troubles me
about those in favor of getting rid of affirma-
tive action is, I don’t recall any of them com-
ing up with any alternatives, nor do I hear
any voices assuming some responsibility for
the apparent resegregation of higher edu-
cation in Texas and California and some
places as a result of it.

So, yes, I think we are duty-bound to come
up with some policy, but I also think we’re
duty-bound to try to mobilize the energies
and the attention of the rest of America so
that everybody can be a part of this.

California Proposition 209
Q. Does this mean you will specifically de-

nounce Proposition 209 tomorrow?
The President. I’ve already done that, but

I will make my position on that issue clear
again tomorrow.

Tax Programs for the Working Poor
Q. I assume you’ve seen the Speaker’s

comment that he’s looked at the advisory
commission and assumes that it will come
up with the—I think he said—same old,
tired, liberal big Government proposals.
Would you like to disabuse him of that im-
pression?

The President. One of the things we did
in 1993, which was not an old, tired, liberal,
big Government proposal—Ronald Reagan
said it was the best antipoverty program in
American history with the earned-income tax
credit—we doubled it in 1993 to help the
working poor, to reward—here is another
thing I wanted to—most minorities work for

a living; they are not on welfare. And there
are a lot of people out there working, not
making much money. So the earned-income
tax credit says we’re not going to tax people
who work into poverty.

This new tax program that has been pro-
posed by the Speaker’s Ways and Means
Committee would penalize the working poor
and especially working poor mothers. So I
would say that I’d be glad to have his advice,
but this is a case where he needs to neaten
up his own house a little bit and get those—
if he’s for work and empowerment and not
the big Government solutions, then they
ought to change that tax package and stop
punishing the working poor.

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations
Legislation

Q. What did you think of the Republican
leaders all voting against the disaster bill?
Wasn’t that odd?

The President. I’m just glad it passed.
Mayor Owens, the mayor of Grand Forks—
I visited out there in North Dakota—called
me last night after I signed it and said how
glad she was the people were going to get
their aid, and that’s all I have to say. This
never should have been political, and I don’t
want the politics to continue, and I don’t
want to talk about victories or defeat here.
People are going to get help; that’s all that
counts. We’ve got to go back to working on
this budget and all these other issues.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Christopher Edley, codirector, The
Civil Rights Project, and consultant to the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Board on Race; Marian Wright
Edelman, president, Children’s Defense Fund;
and Mayor Patricia Owens of Grand Forks, ND.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Executive Order 13050—President’s
Advisory Board on Race
June 13, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the Federal
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Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), and in order to establish a
President’s Advisory Board on Race, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es-
tablished the President’s Advisory Board on
Race. The Advisory Board shall comprise 7
members from outside the Federal Govern-
ment to be appointed by the President.
Members shall each have substantial experi-
ence and expertise in the areas to be consid-
ered by the Advisory Board. Members shall
be representative of the diverse perspectives
in the areas to be considered by the Advisory
Board.

(b) The President shall designate a Chair-
person from among the members of the Ad-
visory Board.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Advisory Board
shall advise the President on matters involv-
ing race and racial reconciliation, including
ways in which the President can:

(1) Promote a constructive national dia-
logue to confront and work through challeng-
ing issues that surround race;

(2) Increase the Nation’s understanding of
our recent history of race relations and the
course our Nation is charting on issues of
race relations and racial diversity;

(3) Bridge racial divides by encouraging
leaders in communities throughout the Na-
tion to develop and implement innovative ap-
proaches to calming racial tensions;

(4) Identify, develop, and implement solu-
tions to problems in areas in which race has
a substantial impact, such as education, eco-
nomic opportunity, housing, health care, and
the administration of justice.

(b) The Advisory Board also shall advise
on such other matters as from time to time
the President may refer to the Board.

(c) In carrying out its functions, the Advi-
sory Board shall coordinate with the staff of
the President’s Initiative on Race.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) To the extent
permitted by law and subject to the availabil-
ity of appropriations, the Department of Jus-
tice shall provide the financial and adminis-
trative support for the Advisory Board.

(b) The heads of executive agencies shall,
to the extent permitted by law, provide to
the Advisory Board such information as it

may require for the purpose of carrying out
its functions.

(c) The Chairperson may, from time to
time, invite experts to submit information to
the Advisory Board and may form sub-
committees or working groups within the Ad-
visory Board to review specific matters.

(d) Members of the Advisory Board shall
serve without compensation but shall be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for
persons serving intermittently in the Govern-
ment service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707).

Sec. 4. General. (a) Notwithstanding any
other Executive order, the functions of the
President under the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act, as amended, except that of re-
porting to the Congress, that are applicable
to the Advisory Board shall be performed by
the Attorney General, or his or her designee,
in accordance with guidelines that have been
issued by the Administrator of General Serv-
ices.

(b) The Advisory Board shall terminate on
September 30, 1998, unless extended by the
President prior to such date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 13, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:17 p.m., June 16, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on June 17. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement on the Oklahoma City
Bombing Trial
June 13, 1997

Since there is another trial pending, I can-
not comment on the jury’s decision.

But on behalf of all Americans, I thank
the jurors for their deliberations and their
thoroughness as they made these grave deci-
sions. This investigation and trial have con-
firmed our country’s faith in its justice sys-
tem.

To the victims and their families, I know
that your healing can be measured only one
day at a time. The prayers and support of
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