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NOTE: This statement was read at the Project
Independence rally for campaign finance reform
at Faneuil Hall in Boston, MA.

Proclamation 6979—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 1997
March 25, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today, the Greek people and the Hellenic

Republic will celebrate the 176th anniversary
of the beginning of their struggle for inde-
pendence.

On this day, it is fitting that we reflect on
the enormous contributions the Greek peo-
ple have made to the modern world. The leg-
acy of the ancient Greeks, in the fields of
philosophy, literature, drama, sculpture, and
architecture, continues to influence our be-
liefs, our values, and our concept of art. And,
after more than 2,000 years, the ideology of
Greece—as embodied in the concept of de-
mocracy—is still the ideal that guides us in
charting our course for the future.

Greek ideology had a profound effect on
our Founding Fathers, who molded the
American form of government based upon
the principles of Greek democracy. Thomas
Jefferson studied the Greek classics in his
youth and was inspired by their philosophy
throughout his life, most dramatically when
he crafted the Declaration of Independence.
When formulating his vision for this country,
Jefferson specifically referred to the inte-
grated assertions, theories, and aims of the
classic Greek world.

Our admiration for Greece continues into
the modern day, and we salute its commit-
ment to democracy, to peace, and to a united
and stable Europe. We share a partnership
with Greece in NATO, and our countries are
linked forever by close family relationships
between our peoples. Our Nation looks for-
ward to working closely with Greece in the
coming years as we examine ways to bring
full peace, stability, and prosperity to all the
nations of Europe and the world.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1997,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:34 a.m., March 26, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 27.

Executive Order 13040—
Amendment to Executive Order
13017, Advisory Commission on
Consumer Protection and Quality in
the Health Care Industry
March 25, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to expand
membership and ensure broad-based rep-
resentation for the Advisory Commission on
Consumer Protection and Quality in the
Health Care Industry and to revise the dead-
lines for the Commission’s submission to the
President of interim and final reports, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Section 1(a) of Executive Order
13017 is amended by deleting the number
‘‘20’’ in the second sentence and inserting
the number ‘‘32’’ in lieu thereof.

Sec. 2. Section 3 of Executive Order
13017 is amended to read as follows:

‘‘Sec. 3. Reports. The Commission
shall make a preliminary report to the
President by January 31, 1998. A final
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report shall be submitted to the Presi-
dent by March 30, 1998.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 25, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 27, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 26, and
it was published in the Federal Register on March
28.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Alija Izetbegovic of
Bosnia-Herzegovina and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 26, 1997

President Clinton. Let me say that it’s
a real pleasure for me to welcome President
Izetbegovic back to the White House. I’m
looking forward to this meeting and to get-
ting an update on his efforts to complete the
implementation of the Dayton accord. The
United States remains committed to that and
committed to supporting those in Bosnia who
are working for that.

And we still have an awful lot of work to
do in the time remaining for our mission
there on the security front, and then even
beyond there will be a lot more to do. So
I’m pleased to have him here, and I’m look-
ing forward to our visit.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, why did you send Den-

nis Ross to the Middle East?
President Clinton. Because I’m con-

cerned about the peace process, and we have
been talking among ourselves here intensely
over the last several days about whether
there are some ideas we ought to advance
with the Israelis and the Palestinians, and
particularly what we can do to minimize the
violence and to get the negotiations back
going. So that’s what—Dennis’ trip is the
product of our deliberations here, and we’ll
see what it produces.

Q. What are you suggesting?

FBI and Alleged Chinese Efforts To
Influence the 1996 Election

Q. Mr. President, we never had a chance
to ask you yesterday about your response to
the possibility that FBI Director Louis Freeh
withheld information that you might actually
have needed to conduct policy. I was won-
dering if you have a response to that and
what you’re doing, if anything, to look into
whether that actually occurred.

President Clinton. Well, first of all, obvi-
ously I have no way of knowing—you don’t
know what you don’t get. But if you look at
the last several years, or just the last couple
of years, we have worked with the FBI in
areas that have both national security impli-
cations and the question of a crime that vio-
lates the criminal laws of the United States.
The two most obvious and most recent cases
are the Khobar Towers and the Atlanta
bombing during the Olympics. And we
worked with them on both cases.

Now, they have dual obligations to share
with the White House and with the State De-
partment—the Secretary of State—where
appropriate, information we need to protect
and advance national security and to preserve
the integrity of criminal investigations. And
ultimately, those things almost have to be re-
solved on a case-by-case basis, where there
is a doubt, by the Attorney General.

And I’m confident that that is what has
been and will continue to be done in this
case. And that’s really the best answer I can
give you here.

Q. Do you still have strong confidence in
Louis Freeh to run the FBI?

President Clinton. Yes, I have no basis—
on the basis of this incident, I don’t have
any information at this time which would call
into question that confidence. These are not
always easy questions. And that’s why the At-
torney General has to resolve them when
there is a real doubt. I just wanted—I wanted
to make sure that the national security inter-
ests of the country have been fully taken into
account and that there’s really been an hon-
est effort to look at all the evidence and to
resolve it.

I can’t say that—to go back to your original
question, since I don’t know what was not
given, I can’t make a judgment about it.

Q. Well, why——
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