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yond even some of us who supported it, even
beyond our expectations, that it can make a
difference.

As you know, we’ve had a recent con-
troversy here in Washington with the attempt
in the House of Representatives, which was
successful in the House, to repeal the assault
weapons ban. It is not presently scheduled
for a vote in the Senate yet, but the people
who got it voted on in the House certainly
haven’t given up, and there are a lot of peo-
ple on record in support of repealing it in
the Senate. So I ask you for your support
on that. It would be a mistake. This country
needs a lot of things, but it does not need
more assault weapons.

And we now have been through one good
set of hunting seasons in every State in Amer-
ica, and so every hunter who was told that
that assault weapon ban represented some
threat to his or her ability to go out and hunt
deer in the deer seasons, or ducks in my
home State, now knows that was not true.

And if it does get to my desk, of course
I will veto it, and I’m confident the veto will
be sustained. But this should not be brought
back up. This should not even be a subject
of debate in the United States. But it is still
very much alive and well, and so I ask you
for your help and your support in that regard.

We have got to continue to work on this
crime problem until—everybody knows we
will never totally eliminate crime in America;
we can’t transform human nature. But I do
believe if we work at it we can get back to
the time when people turn on the evening
news and they see a horrible crime story,
they’re surprised instead of numb to it. And
that is, I think, the goal we ought to set for
ourselves, that it should become the excep-
tion rather than the rule.

And again—I know that I speak for the
Attorney General—we have enjoyed working
with all of you and we’re glad to be here
and we want to answer some of your ques-
tions. I think we’ll have a chance to visit after
we conclude the public portion of this meet-
ing, but I thank you very much.

I asked the Attorney General if she wanted
to give a speech. She said, no, you’re coming
to see her this afternoon. [Laughter]

Terry. [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]

China and Taiwan
Q. Mr. President, do you think that China

and Taiwan are at a turning point now?
The President. Do you mean do I think

the tensions are going down?
Q. Right, where do you think this is going?
The President. Well, I hope they are. I

was encouraged by some statements that
came out of both sides in the aftermath of
the election. And so I hope that is what is
going on.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Attorneys General Tom
Udall of New Mexico and Scott Harshbarger of
Massachusetts, president and president-elect, re-
spectively, National Association of Attorneys Gen-
eral.

Executive Order 12996—
Management and General Public
Use of the National Wildlife Refuge
System
March 25, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in furtherance of
the purposes of the Fish and Wildlife Act
of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a), the Fish and Wild-
life Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661), the
National Wildlife Refuge System Administra-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 668dd), the Refuge
Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. 460k), the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531),
the Emergency Wetlands Resources Act (16
U.S.C. 3901), the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4401), the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C.
4321), and other pertinent statutes, and in
order to conserve fish and wildlife and their
habitat, it is ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Mission of the National
Wildlife Refuge System. The mission of the
National Wildlife Refuge System (‘‘Refuge
System’’) is to preserve a national network
of lands and waters for the conservation and
management of fish, wildlife, and plant re-
sources of the United States for the benefit
of present and future generations.

Sec. 2. Guiding Principles. To help ensure
a bright future for its treasured national her-
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itage, I hereby affirm the following four guid-
ing principles for the management and gen-
eral public use of the Refuge System:

(a) Public Use. The Refuge System pro-
vides important opportunities for
compatible wildlife-dependent rec-
reational activities involving hunting,
fishing, wildlife observation and pho-
tography, and environmental edu-
cation and interpretation.

(b) Habitat. Fish and wildlife will not
prosper without high-quality habitat,
and without fish and wildlife, tradi-
tional uses of refuges cannot be sus-
tained. The Refuge System will con-
tinue to conserve and enhance the
quality and diversity of fish and wild-
life habitat within refuges.

(c) Partnerships. America’s sportsmen
and women were the first partners
who insisted on protecting valuable
wildlife habitat within wildlife ref-
uges. Conservation partnerships with
other Federal agencies, State agen-
cies, Tribes, organizations, industry,
and the general public can make sig-
nificant contributions to the growth
and management of the Refuge Sys-
tem.

(d) Public Involvement. The public
should be given a full and open op-
portunity to participate in decisions
regarding acquisition and manage-
ment of our National Wildlife Ref-
uges.

Sec. 3. Directives to the Secretary of the
Interior. To the extent consistent with exist-
ing laws and interagency agreements, the
Secretary of the Interior, in carrying out his
trustee and stewardship responsibilities for
the Refuge System, is directed to:

(a) recognize compatible wildlife-de-
pendent recreational activities involv-
ing hunting, fishing, wildlife observa-
tion and photography, and environ-
mental education and interpretation
as priority general public uses of the
Refuge System through which the
American public can develop an ap-
preciation for fish and wildlife;

(b) provide expanded opportunities for
these priority public uses within the
Refuge System when they are com-
patible and consistent with sound

principles of fish and wildlife manage-
ment, and are otherwise in the public
interest;

(c) ensure that such priority public uses
receive enhanced attention in plan-
ning and management within the Ref-
uge System;

(d) provide increased opportunities for
families to experience wildlife-de-
pendent recreation, particularly op-
portunities for parents and their chil-
dren to safely engage in traditional
outdoor activities, such as fishing and
hunting;

(e) ensure that the biological integrity
and environmental health of the Ref-
uge System is maintained for the ben-
efit of present and future generations
of Americans;

(f) continue, consistent with existing laws
and interagency agreements, author-
ized or permitted uses of units of the
Refuge System by other Federal
agencies, including those necessary to
facilitate military preparedness;

(g) plan and direct the continued growth
of the Refuge System in a manner
that is best designed to accomplish
the mission of the Refuge System, to
contribute to the conservation of the
ecosystems of the United States, and
to increase support for the Refuge
System and participation from con-
servation partners and the public;

(h) ensure timely and effective coopera-
tion and collaboration with Federal
agencies and State fish and wildlife
agencies during the course of acquir-
ing and managing National Wildlife
Refuges;

(i) ensure appropriate public involve-
ment opportunities will be provided
in conjunction with refuge planning
and management activities; and

(j) identify, prior to acquisition, existing
compatible wildlife-dependent uses
of new refuge lands that shall be per-
mitted to continue on an interim basis
pending completion of comprehen-
sive planning.

Sec. 4. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity
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by a party against the United States, its agen-
cies, its officers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 25, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 27, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 28.

Executive Order 12995—
Amendment to Executive Order No.
12873
March 25, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to assist
paper mills in their procurement of recov-
ered materials to use as raw materials, it is
hereby ordered that Executive Order No.
12873 is amended as follows:

Section 1. Section 504(a) of Executive
Order No. 12873 shall read: ‘‘(a) For high
speed copier paper, offset paper, forms bond,
computer printout paper, carbonless paper,
file folders, white woven envelopes and for
other uncoated printing and writing paper,
such as writing and office paper, book paper,
cotton fiber paper, and cover stock, the mini-
mum content standard shall be no less than
20 percent postconsumer materials begin-
ning December 31, 1994. This minimum
content standard shall be increased to 30 per-
cent beginning on December 31, 1998.’’

Sec. 2. Section 504(b) of Executive Order
No. 12873 shall be deleted and section 504(c)
of that order shall be redesignated as section
504(b) and shall read: ‘‘(b) As an alternative
to meeting the standards in section 504(a),
for all printing and writing papers, the mini-
mum content standard shall be no less than
50 percent recovered materials that are a
waste material byproduct of a finished prod-
uct other than a paper or textile product
which would otherwise be disposed of in a
landfill, as determined by the State in which
the facility is located.’’

Sec. 3. The last sentence of section 301(a)
of Executive Order No. 12873 shall read ‘‘In

carrying out his or her functions, the Federal
Environmental Executive shall consult with
the Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 25, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 27, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 26, and
it was published in the Federal Register on March
28.

Statement on the Death of
Edmund Muskie
March 26, 1996

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the death of former Senator Ed-
mund Muskie. A dedicated legislator and car-
ing public servant, Senator Muskie was a
leader in the best sense. He spoke from his
heart and acted with conviction. Generations
to come will benefit from his steadfast com-
mitment to protecting the land. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to his family, his friends,
and the people of Maine at this difficult time.

Message to the Congress on Angola
March 25, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since September 26, 1995, con-
cerning the national emergency with respect
to Angola that was declared in Executive
Order No. 12865 of September 26, 1993.
This report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 204(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

On September 26, 1993, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to Angola, in-
voking the authority, inter alia, of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) and the United Na-
tions Participation Act of 1945 (22 U.S.C.
287c). Consistent with United Nations Secu-
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