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gress. They’re going to do what they’re going
to do, and if I have to use my veto pen, well,
I’ll do that. But in the end, what we need
to do is to come together to build a stronger
America, good for our children, good for our
families, good for our communities.

You know, the lesson—I will just say this,
and I want you to reflect on it—the ultimate
lesson of what I saw in the faces of the thou-
sands and thousands and thousands of Afri-
can-American men who came here last week
to march was people in a total spirit of rec-
onciliation and personal atonement saying,
yes, I do intend to take more responsibility
for myself, for my family, and for my commu-
nity. But I would like it very much if I do
that—[applause]—but the other message
was I would like it very much if I do that,
if you would reach out and join hands with
me and help us solve our common problems
and move our country forward together.

That’s why I said at the University of Texas
something that I think Italian-Americans, es-
pecially who came here at a time when immi-
grants from Italy and Ireland were discrimi-
nated against, can identify with this. We still
have too many people in America passing
each other like ships in the night. I saw the
other day an old book I had by Will Rogers.
He said, for example, he said, ‘‘The Congress
is someplace where somebody gets up and
talks real loud, no one listens, and then every-
body says they disagree.’’ [Laughter] Well,
that’s not just in Congress, and it’s not just
there. That happens in America, and it hap-
pens among people of different racial and
ethnic groups.

And so I leave you with this challenge. I
think we need, each of us as Americans, not
only to value our own ethnic solidarity and
our shared values but to share them with
other people. We need to find somebody
who is different from us and tell them what
we really think for a change, even if it hurts.
And then we need to have the discipline to
listen to what they say. And we need to work
slowly to bridge these gaps in the way we
view reality that have become so present and
prevalent in our country.

I am telling you if you look at the facts,
this country is better positioned for the 21st
century than any country on Earth. Why? Be-
cause we’re the most ethnically diverse, with

the most flexible economy, with all these re-
sources that God has given us and that our
forebears have developed. We are well-posi-
tioned. We have to learn how to use—to
make our diversity as an asset instead of let-
ting it tear us apart. We have to relish in
our diversity.

You’re happy to be Italian here, but you’re
also proud to be Americans. We want every-
body in America to feel that way, and we
want everybody to feel that way about other
groups as well. And we know if we do that
we’ll be all right.

So I say to you, I want you to think about
this. Every time a decision is called upon to
be made in this Nation’s Capital or in your
community, ask yourself what’s it going to
look like in 20 years; what kind of America
do I want my grandchildren to grow up in;
will we give people the right and the ability
to make the most of their own lives; will we
help families become stronger; will we be
more of a community and less of a crowd?
If the answer is yes, that’s what we ought
to do. And if we do it, you will be very proud
of the America you leave to your children
and your grandchildren, worthy of your Ital-
ian-American heritage.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Frank Guarini, president, Frank Stella,
chairman, and Arthur Gajarsa, vice chairman, Na-
tional Italian-American Foundation; singer Tony
Bennett; former NFL football player Joe Mon-
tana; actor John Travolta; and Joseph Cardinal
Bernardin, Archbishop of Chicago.

Executive Order 12978—Blocking
Assets and Prohibiting Transactions
With Significant Narcotics
Traffickers
October 21, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code.
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I, William J. Clinton, President of the
United States of America, find that the ac-
tions of significant foreign narcotics traffick-
ers centered in Colombia, and the unparal-
leled violence, corruption, and harm that
they cause in the United States and abroad,
constitute an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States, and here-
by declare a national emergency to deal with
that threat.

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in section 203(b) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)) and in regulations, orders, direc-
tives, or licenses that may be issued pursuant
to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit
granted prior to the effective date, I hereby
order blocked all property and interests in
property that are or hereafter come within
the United States, or that are or hereafter
come within the possession or control of
United States persons, of:

(a) the foreign persons listed in the Annex
to this order;

(b) foreign persons determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Attorney General and the Secretary of
State:

(i) to play a significant role in international
narcotics trafficking centered in Colombia; or

(ii) materially to assist in, or provide finan-
cial or technological support for or goods or
services in support of, the narcotics traffick-
ing activities of persons designated in or pur-
suant to this order; and

(c) persons determined by the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with the At-
torney General and the Secretary of State,
to be owned or controlled by, or to act for
or on behalf of, persons designated in or pur-
suant to this order.

Sec. 2. Further, except to the extent pro-
vided in section 203(b) of IEEPA and in reg-
ulations, orders, directives, or licenses that
may be issued pursuant to this order, and
notwithstanding any contract entered into or
any license or permit granted prior to the
effective date, I hereby prohibit the follow-
ing:

(a) any transaction or dealing by United
States persons or within the United States
in property or interests in property of the

persons designated in or pursuant to this
order;

(b) any transaction by any United States
person or within the United States that
evades or avoids, or has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, or attempts to violate, any
of the prohibitions set forth in this order.

Sec. 3. For the purposes of this order:
(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual

or entity;
(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership,

association, corporation, or other organiza-
tion, group or subgroup;

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means
any United States citizen or national, perma-
nent resident alien, entity organized under
the laws of the United States (including for-
eign branches), or any person in the United
States:

(d) the term ‘‘foreign person’’ means any
citizen or national of a foreign state (includ-
ing any such individual who is also a citizen
or national of the United States) or any entity
not organized solely under the laws of the
United States, or existing solely in the United
States, but does not include a foreign state;
and

(e) the term ‘‘narcotics trafficking’’ means
any activity undertaken illicitly to cultivate,
produce, manufacture, distribute, sell, fi-
nance or transport, or otherwise assist, abet,
conspire, or collude with others in illicit ac-
tivities relating to, narcotic drugs, including,
but not limited to, cocaine.

Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Attorney General and
the Secretary of State, is hereby authorized
to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ
all powers granted to the President by
IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out this
order. The Secretary of the Treasury may re-
delegate any of these functions to other offi-
cers and agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment. All agencies of the United States
Government are hereby directed to take all
appropriate measures within their authority
to carry out this order.

Sec. 5. Nothing contained in this order
shall create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by any party
against the United States, its agencies or in-
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strumentalities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

Sec. 6. (a) This order is effective at 12:01
a.m. Eastern Daylight Time on October 22,
1995.

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 21, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:21 a.m., October 23, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on October 22, and
it was published with its annex in the Federal Reg-
ister on October 24.

Remarks to the United Nations
General Assembly in New York City
October 22, 1995

Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General,
Excellencies, distinguished guests. This week
the United Nations is 50 years old. The
dreams of its founders have not been fully
realized, but its promise endures. The value
of the United Nations can be seen the world
over in the nourished bodies of once-starving
children; in the full lives of those immunized
against disease; in the eyes of students eager
to learn; in the environment sustained, the
refugees saved, the peace kept; and most re-
cently, in standing up for the human rights
and human possibilities of women and their
children at the Beijing conference.

The United Nations is the product of faith
and knowledge: Faith that different peoples
can work together for tolerance, decency,
and peace; knowledge that this faith will be
forever tested by the forces of intolerance,
depravity, and aggression. Now we must
summon that faith and act on that knowledge
to meet the challenges of a new era.

In the United States, some people ask,
‘‘Why should we bother with the U.N.?
America is strong; we can go it alone.’’ Well,
we will act if we have to alone. But my fellow
Americans should not forget that our values
and our interests are also served by working
with the U.N.

The U.N. helps the peacemakers, the care
providers, the defenders of freedom and
human rights, the architects of economic
prosperity, and the protectors of our planet
to spread the risk, share the burden, and in-
crease the impact of our common efforts.

Last year I pledged that the United States
would continue to contribute substantially to
the U.N.’s finances. Historically, the United
States has been, and today it remains, the
largest contributor to the United Nations.
But I am determined that we must fully meet
our obligations, and I am working with our
Congress on a plan to do so.

All who contribute to the U.N.’s work and
care about its future must also be committed
to reform, to ending bureaucratic inefficien-
cies and outdated priorities. The U.N. must
be able to show that the money it receives
supports saving and enriching people’s lives,
not unneeded overhead. Reform requires
breaking up bureaucratic fiefdom, eliminat-
ing obsolete agencies, and doing more with
less. The U.N. must reform to remain rel-
evant and to play a still stronger role in the
march of freedom, peace, and prosperity.

We see it around the world in the Middle
East and Northern Ireland, people turning
from a violent past to a future of peace. In
South Africa and Haiti, long nights and fears
have given way to new days of freedom.
Throughout this hemisphere, every nation
except one has chosen democracy, and the
goal of an integrated, peaceful, and demo-
cratic Europe is now within our reach for
the first time. In the Balkans, the inter-
national community’s determination and
NATO’s resolve have made prospects for
peace brighter than they have been for 4 long
years.

Let me salute the U.N.’s efforts on behalf
of the people of Bosnia. The nations that took
part in UNPROFOR kept the toll of this ter-
rible war in lives lost, wounds left unhealed,
children left unfed from being far graver still.

Next week, the parties to the war in Bosnia
will meet in Dayton, Ohio, under the aus-
pices of the United States and our Contact
Group partners, Russia, the United King-
dom, France, and Germany, to intensify the
search for peace. Many fundamental dif-
ferences remain. But I urge the parties to
seize this chance for a settlement. If they
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