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by the operator of the facility and
APHIS. In accordance with the cooper-
ative service agreement, the facility
must be current in paying all costs for
a veterinarian of APHIS to inspect the
facility (it is anticipated that such in-
spections will occur approximately
once per year), including travel, salary,
subsistence, administrative overhead,
and other incidental expenses (includ-
ing excess baggage provisions up to 150
pounds). In addition, the facility must
have on deposit with APHIS an unobli-
gated amount equal to the cost for
APHIS personnel to conduct one in-
spection. As funds from that amount
are obligated, a bill for costs incurred
based on official accounting records
will be issued to restore the deposit to
the original level, revised as necessary
to allow for inflation or other changes
in estimated costs. To be current, bills
must be paid within 14 days of receipt.

(f) The facility allows periodic
APHIS inspection of its facilities,
records, and operations.

(g) The processed animal protein im-
ported into the United States in ac-
cordance with this section is accom-
panied by an original certificate signed
by a full-time, salaried veterinary offi-
cer of the national government of the
exporting region, or issued by a veteri-
narian designated by the national gov-
ernment of the exporting region and
endorsed by a full-time, salaried veteri-
nary officer of the national govern-
ment of the exporting region, rep-
resenting that the veterinarian issuing
the certificate was authorized to do so,
that states that the processed animal
protein is not of ruminant origin and
that conditions of this section have
been met.

(h) The person importing the ship-
ment has applied for and obtained from
APHIS a United States Veterinary Per-
mit for Importation and Transpor-
tation of Controlled Materials and Or-
ganisms and Vectors. To apply for a
permit, file a permit application on VS
Form 16-3, which is available from
Strategy and Policy, Veterinary Serv-
ices, APHIS, 4700 River Road, River-
dale, MD 20737-1231, or electronically at

§95.16

hitps://efile.aphis.usda.gov/s/vs-permit-
ting-assistant.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0393)

[78 FR 73003, Dec. 4, 2013, as amended at 86
FR 45629, Aug. 16, 2021]

§95.15 [Reserved]

§95.16 Untanned hides and skins and
bird trophies; requirements for
entry.

Untanned hides and skins and bird
trophies! may be imported into the
United States if they meet the require-
ments of this section. Except for rumi-
nant hides or skins from Mexico,
untanned hides and skins and bird tro-
phies may also be imported if handled
at an approved establishment as set
forth in §95.17.

(a) Untanned hides and skins. (1) Ex-
cept for ruminant hides or skins from
Mexico, any untanned hides or skins of
ruminants from regions free of foot-
and-mouth disease and any untanned
hides or skins of swine from regions
free of foot-and-mouth disease and Af-
rican swine fever may be imported
without further restriction.

(2) Untanned ruminant hides or skins
may be imported from any region with-
out other restriction if an inspector de-
termines, based on inspection and upon
examination of a shipper or importer
certificate, that they are hard dried
hides or skins.

(3) Except for ruminant hides or
skins from Mexico, untanned abattoir
hides or skins of ruminants may be im-
ported from any region without other
restriction if the following require-
ments are met:

(i) The ruminants from which the
hides or skins were taken have been
slaughtered under national government
inspection in a region? and in an abat-
toir in which is maintained an inspec-
tion service that meets the require-
ments and has been approved pursuant
to part 327 of this title; and

1The importation of bird trophies is also

subject to restrictions under §95.17.

2 Names of these regions will be furnished
upon request to the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, Veterinary Services,
Strategy and Policy, 4700 River Road Unit 38,
Riverdale, Maryland 20737-1231.
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(ii) The hides or skins are accom-
panied by a certificate bearing the seal
of the proper department of that na-
tional government and signed by an of-
ficial veterinary inspector of the re-
gion in which the ruminants were
slaughtered. The certificate must state
that the hides or skins were taken
from ruminants slaughtered in an abat-
toir that meets the requirements of
paragraph (a)(3)(i) of this section and
that the hides or skins are free from
anthrax and foot-and-mouth disease.

(4) Untanned ruminant hides or skins
from any region may be imported with-
out other restriction if an inspector de-
termines, based on inspection and upon
examination of a shipper or importer
certificate, that they have been pickled
in a solution of salt containing mineral
acid and packed in barrels, casks, or
tight cases while still wet with such so-
lution. The solution must be deter-
mined by the inspector to have a pH of
less than or equal to 5.

(5) Untanned ruminant hides or skins
from any region may be imported with-
out other restriction if an inspector de-
termines, based on inspection and upon
examination of a shipper or importer
certificate, that they have been treated
with lime in such manner and for such
period as to have obviously been proc-
essed, to have become dehaired, and to
have reached the stage of preparation
for immediate manufacture into prod-
ucts ordinarily made from rawhide.

(b) Ruminant hides and skins from
Mezxico. Ruminant hides and skins from
Mexico may enter the United States
without other restriction if:

(1) They are free of ticks and have
been subjected to any one of the treat-
ments specified in paragraphs (a)(2),
(a)(4), or (a)(b) of this section; or

(2) They are inspected and found to
have been frozen solid for 24 hours by
an inspector and are accompanied by a
certificate attesting to that fact issued
by the shipper or importer that is re-
viewed by the inspector, and are free
from ticks; or

(3) They are free from ticks and are
accompanied by a certificate issued by
a full-time salaried veterinary officer
of the Government of Mexico stating
that they have been treated with an
acaricide; or
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(4) They are bovine hides taken from
cattle that were subjected to a ticki-
cidal dip in one of the permitted dips
listed in §72.13(b) of this chapter at a
Mexican facility 7 to 12 days prior to
slaughter, and are free from ticks.

(c) Bird trophies. Bird trophies from
regions designated in §94.6 of this sub-
chapter as free of Newcastle disease
and free of HPAI may be imported
without further restriction if accom-
panied by a certificate of origin issued
by the national government of the re-
gion of export.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control numbers 0579-0015 and
0579-0307)

[74 FR 66226, Dec. 15, 2009, as amended at 76
FR 28887, May 19, 2011; 78 FR 19085, Mar. 29,
2013. Redesignated and amended at 78 FR
73003, 73006, Dec. 4, 2013; 79 FR 71007, Dec. 1,
2014; 83 FR 15493, Apr. 11, 2018; 86 FR 45629,
Aug. 16, 2021]

§95.17 Untanned hides, skins, and bird
trophies; importations permitted
subject to restrictions.

Except for ruminant hides or skins
from Mexico, hides or skins or bird tro-
phies offered for importation which do
not meet the conditions or require-
ments of §95.16 shall be handled and
treated in the following manner after
arrival at the port of entry:

(a) They shall be consigned from the
coast or border port of arrival to an ap-
proved establishment and shall be sub-
ject to disinfection by such method or
methods as the Deputy Administrator,
Veterinary Services may prescribe un-
less the said establishment discharges
drainage into an approved sewerage
system or has an approved chlorinating
equipment adequate for the proper dis-
infection of effluents: Provided, how-
ever, That upon permission of the Dep-
uty Administrator, Veterinary Serv-
ices such hides or skins or bird trophies
may be stored for a temporary period
in approved warehouses under bond,
and under the supervision of an inspec-
tor: And provided further, That I. T. or
inbound shipments of hides or skins or
bird trophies may go forward under
customs seals from a coast or border
port of arrival, with the approval of an
inspector at said port, to another port
in the United States for consumption
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