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SUBCHAPTER D—EXPORTATION AND IMPORTATION OF 
ANIMALS (INCLUDING POULTRY) AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS 

PART 91—EXPORTATION OF LIVE 
ANIMALS, HATCHING EGGS OR 
OTHER EMBRYONATED EGGS, 
ANIMAL SEMEN, ANIMAL EM-
BRYOS, AND GAMETES FROM THE 
UNITED STATES 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
91.1 Definitions. 
91.2 Applicability. 
91.3 General requirements. 
91.4 Prohibited exports. 

Subpart B—Livestock 

91.5 Identification of livestock intended for 
export. 

91.6 Cleaning and disinfection of means of 
conveyance, containers, and facilities 
used during movement; approved dis-
infectants. 

91.7 Pre-export inspection. 
91.8 Rest, feed, and water at an export in-

spection facility associated with the port 
of embarkation prior to export. 

91.9 Ports. 
91.10 Export inspection facilities. 
91.11 Export isolation. 
91.12 Ocean vessels. 
91.13 Aircraft. 
91.14 Other movements and conditions. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 8301–8317; 19 U.S.C. 
1644a(c); 21 U.S.C. 136, 136a, and 618; 7 CFR 
2.22, 2.80, and 371.4. 

SOURCE: 81 FR 2980, Jan. 20, 2016, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 91.1 Definitions. 

As used in this part, the following 
terms will have the meanings set forth 
in this section: 

Accredited veterinarian. A veteri-
narian approved by the Administrator 
in accordance with part 161 of this 
chapter to perform functions specified 
in parts 1, 2, 3, and 11 of subchapter A, 
and subchapters B, C, and D of this 
chapter, and to perform functions re-
quired by cooperative State-Federal 
disease control and eradication pro-
grams. 

Administrator. The Administrator, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, or any person authorized to 
act for the Administrator. 

Animal. Any member of the animal 
kingdom (except a human). 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

APHIS representative. An individual 
who is authorized by APHIS to perform 
the function involved. 

Date of export. The date animals in-
tended for export are loaded onto an 
ocean vessel or aircraft or, if moved by 
land to Canada or Mexico, the date the 
animals cross the border. 

Export health certificate. An official 
document issued in the United States 
that certifies that animals or other 
commodities listed on the certificate 
meet the export requirements of this 
part and the importing country. 

Export inspection facility. A facility 
that is affiliated with a port of embar-
kation and that has been approved by 
the Administrator as the location 
where APHIS will conduct health in-
spections of livestock before they are 
loaded onto ocean vessels or aircraft 
for export from the United States. 

Export isolation facility. A facility 
where animals intended for export are 
isolated from other animals for a pe-
riod of time immediately before being 
moved for export. 

Horses. Horses, mules, and asses. 
Inspector. An individual authorized 

by APHIS to inspect animals and/or 
animal products intended for export 
from the United States. 

Livestock. Horses, cattle (including 
American bison), captive cervids, 
sheep, swine, and goats, regardless of 
intended use. 

Premises of export. The premises 
where the animals intended for export 
are isolated as required by the import-
ing country prior to export or, if the 
importing country does not require 
pre-export isolation, the farm or other 
premises where the animals are assem-
bled for pre-export inspection and/or 
testing, or the germplasm is collected 
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or stored, before being moved to a port 
of embarkation or land border port. 

Program diseases. Diseases for which 
there are cooperative State-Federal 
programs and domestic regulations in 
subchapter C of this chapter. 

Program Handbook. A document that 
contains guidance and other informa-
tion related to the regulations in this 
part. The Program Handbook is avail-
able on APHIS’ import-export Web site 
(http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/ 
index.shtml). 

State of origin. The State in which the 
premises of export is located. 

§ 91.2 Applicability. 
You may not export any animal or 

animal germplasm from the United 
States except in compliance with this 
part. 

§ 91.3 General requirements. 
(a) Issuance of export health certifi-

cates. (1) Livestock must have an en-
dorsed export health certificate in 
order to be eligible for export from the 
United States. 

(2) If APHIS knows that an importing 
country requires an export health cer-
tificate endorsed by the competent vet-
erinary authority of the United States 
for any animal other than livestock or 
for any animal semen, animal embryos, 
hatching eggs, other embryonated 
eggs, or gametes intended for export to 
that country, the animal or other com-
modity must have an export health 
certificate endorsed by APHIS in order 
to be eligible for export from the 
United States. 

(b) Content of export health certifi-
cates—(1) Livestock; minimum require-
ments. Regardless of the requirements 
of the importing country, at a min-
imum, the following information must 
be contained on an export health cer-
tificate for livestock: 

(i) The species of each animal. 
(ii) The breed of each animal. 
(iii) The sex of each animal. 
(iv) The age of each animal. 
(v) The individual identification of 

the animals as required by § 91.5. 
(vi) The importing country. 
(vii) The consignor. 
(viii) The consignee. 
(ix) A certification that an accred-

ited veterinarian inspected the live-

stock and found them to be fit for ex-
port. 

(x) A signature and date by an ac-
credited veterinarian. 

(xi) An endorsement by the APHIS 
veterinarian responsible for the State 
of origin. 

(2) Livestock; additional requirements. 
In addition to the minimum require-
ments in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, the export health certificate must 
meet any other information or 
issuance requirements specified by the 
importing country. 

(3) Animals other than livestock, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, and gametes. Ex-
port health certificates for animals 
other than livestock, animal semen, 
animal embryos, hatching eggs, other 
embryonated eggs, and gametes must 
meet any information requirements 
specified by the importing country. 

(c) Inspection requirements for live-
stock. In order to be eligible for export, 
livestock must be inspected within the 
timeframe required by the importing 
country. If the importing country does 
not specify a timeframe, the livestock 
must be inspected within 30 days prior 
to the date of export. 

(d) Testing requirements for livestock. 
All samples for tests of livestock that 
are required by the importing country 
must be taken by an APHIS represent-
ative or accredited veterinarian. The 
samples must be taken and tests made 
within the timeframe allowed by the 
importing country and, if specified, at 
the location required by the importing 
country. If the importing country does 
not specify a timeframe, the samples 
must be taken and tests made within 30 
days prior to the date of export, except 
that tuberculin tests may be conducted 
within 90 days prior to the date of ex-
port. All tests for program diseases 
must be made in laboratories and using 
methods approved by the Adminis-
trator for those diseases. The Program 
Handbook contains a link to an APHIS 
Web site that lists laboratories ap-
proved to conduct tests for specific dis-
eases. Approved methods are those 
specified or otherwise incorporated 
within the domestic regulations in sub-
chapter C of this chapter. 
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(e) Movement of livestock, animals other 
than livestock, animal semen, animal em-
bryos, hatching eggs, other embryonated 
eggs, or gametes with an export health 
certificate—(1) Livestock. An export 
health certificate for livestock must be 
issued and endorsed before the live-
stock move from the premises of ex-
port. 

(2) Animals other than livestock, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, and gametes. 
When an export health certificate is re-
quired by the importing country for 
any animal other than livestock or for 
animal semen, animal embryos, hatch-
ing eggs, other embryonated eggs, or 
gametes, it must be issued and, if re-
quired by the importing country, en-
dorsed by an APHIS representative 
prior to departure of the animal or 
other commodity from the port of em-
barkation or the crossing of the land 
border port. When presented for en-
dorsement, the health certificate must 
be accompanied by reports for all lab-
oratory tests specifically identified on 
the certificate. The laboratory reports 
must either be the originals prepared 
by the laboratory that performed the 
tests or must be annotated by the lab-
oratory that performed the test to in-
dicate how the reports may be verified. 

(f) Validity of export health certificate— 
(1) Livestock. Unless specified by the 
importing country, the export health 
certificate is valid for 30 days from the 
date of issuance, provided that the in-
spection and test results under para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section are 
still valid. 

(2) Animals other than livestock, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, and gametes. Un-
less specified by the importing coun-
try, the export health certificate is 
valid for 30 days from the date of 
issuance. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0432) 

[81 FR 2980, Jan. 20, 2016, as amended at 81 
FR 74279, Oct. 26, 2016] 

§ 91.4 Prohibited exports. 
No animal, animal semen, animal 

embryos, hatching eggs, other 
embryonated eggs, or gametes under 
Federal, State, or local government 
quarantine or movement restrictions 

for animal health reasons may be ex-
ported from the United States unless 
the importing country issues an import 
permit or other written instruction al-
lowing entry of the animal, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, or gametes, 
and APHIS concurs with the export of 
the animal, animal semen, animal em-
bryos, hatching eggs, other 
embryonated eggs, or gametes. 

Subpart B—Livestock 

§ 91.5 Identification of livestock in-
tended for export. 

Livestock that are intended for ex-
port must be identified in a manner 
that allows individual animals to be 
correlated to the animals listed in the 
export health certificate. If the import-
ing country requires a specific or an 
additional form of identification, the 
livestock must also bear that form of 
identification. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0432) 

§ 91.6 Cleaning and disinfection of 
means of conveyance, containers, 
and facilities used during move-
ment; approved disinfectants. 

(a) All export health certificates for 
livestock must be accompanied by a 
statement issued by an APHIS rep-
resentative and/or accredited veteri-
narian that the means of conveyance 
or container in which the livestock will 
be transported from the premises of ex-
port has been cleaned and disinfected 
prior to loading the livestock with a 
disinfectant approved by the Adminis-
trator for purposes of this section or by 
a statement that the means of convey-
ance or container was not previously 
used to transport animals. 

(b) Livestock moved for export may 
be unloaded only into a facility which 
has been cleaned and disinfected prior 
to such unloading with a disinfectant 
approved by the Administrator for pur-
poses of this section, and has subse-
quently been inspected by an APHIS 
representative or accredited veteri-
narian. A statement certifying to such 
action must be attached to the export 
health certificate by the APHIS rep-
resentative or accredited veterinarian. 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 17:24 Feb 15, 2023 Jkt 259028 PO 00000 Frm 00407 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\09\9V1.TXT PC31sf
ra

tti
ni

 o
n 

LA
P

JZ
K

W
1R

2 
w

ith
 $

$_
JO

B



398 

9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–23 Edition) § 91.7 

(c) Approved disinfectants. The Admin-
istrator will approve a disinfectant for 
purposes of this section upon deter-
mining that the disinfectant is effec-
tive against pathogens that may be 
spread by the animals intended for ex-
port and, if the disinfectant is a chem-
ical disinfectant, that it is registered 
or exempted for the specified use by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. The Program Handbook pro-
vides access to a list of disinfectants 
approved by the Administrator for use 
as required by this section. Other dis-
infectants may also be approved by the 
Administrator in accordance with this 
paragraph. The Administrator will 
withdraw approval of a disinfectant, 
and remove it from the list of approved 
disinfectants, if the disinfectant no 
longer meets the conditions for ap-
proval in this section. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0432) 

§ 91.7 Pre-export inspection. 

(a) All livestock intended for export 
by air or sea must receive a visual 
health inspection from an APHIS vet-
erinarian within 48 hours prior to em-
barkation, unless the importing coun-
try specifies otherwise. The purpose of 
the inspection is to determine whether 
the livestock are sound, healthy, and 
fit to travel. The APHIS veterinarian 
will reject for export any livestock 
that he or she finds unfit to travel. The 
owner of the animals or the owner’s 
agent must make arrangements for any 
livestock found unfit to travel. Live-
stock that are unfit to travel include, 
but are not limited to: 

(1) Livestock that are sick, injured, 
weak, disabled, or fatigued; 

(2) Livestock that are unable to 
stand unaided or bear weight on each 
leg; 

(3) Livestock that are blind in both 
eyes; 

(4) Livestock that cannot be moved 
without causing additional suffering; 

(5) Newborn livestock with an 
unhealed navel; 

(6) Livestock that have given birth 
within the previous 48 hours and are 
traveling without their offspring; 

(7) Pregnant livestock that would be 
in the final 10 percent of their gesta-

tion period at the planned time of un-
loading in the importing country; and 

(8) Livestock with unhealed wounds 
from recent surgical procedures, such 
as dehorning. 

(b) The APHIS veterinarian must 
conduct the inspection at the export 
inspection facility associated with the 
port of embarkation of the livestock; 
at an export isolation facility, when 
authorized by the Administrator in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion; or at an export inspection facility 
other than the facility associated with 
the port of embarkation, when author-
ized by the Administrator in accord-
ance with paragraph (d) of this section. 
Unless APHIS has authorized other-
wise, any sorting, grouping, identifica-
tion, or other handling of the livestock 
by the exporter must be done before 
this inspection. The APHIS veteri-
narian may also conduct clinical exam-
ination, including testing, of any live-
stock during or after this inspection if 
he or she deems it necessary in order to 
determine the animal’s health. Any 
treatment related to this clinical ex-
amination performed on the animal 
must be performed by a licensed veteri-
narian. Finally, if the facility used to 
conduct the inspection is a facility 
other than the export inspection facil-
ity associated with the port of embar-
kation, it must be located within 28 
hours driving distance under normal 
driving conditions from the port of em-
barkation; livestock must be afforded 
at least 48 hours rest, with sufficient 
feed and water during that time period, 
prior to the pre-export inspection; and 
the exporter must maintain contact in-
formation for a veterinarian licensed 
in the State of embarkation to perform 
emergency medical services, as needed, 
on the animals intended for export. 

(c) Conditions for approval of pre-ex-
port inspection at an export isolation fa-
cility. (1) The Administrator may allow 
pre-export inspection of livestock to be 
conducted at an export isolation facil-
ity, rather than at an export inspection 
facility, when the exporter can show to 
the satisfaction of the Administrator 
that the livestock would suffer undue 
hardship if they had to be inspected at 
the export inspection facility, when the 
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distance from the export isolation fa-
cility to the port of embarkation is sig-
nificantly less than the distance from 
the export isolation facility to the ex-
port inspection facility associated with 
the port of embarkation, when inspec-
tion at the export isolation facility 
would be a more efficient use of APHIS 
resources, or for other reasons accept-
able to the Administrator. 

(2) The Administrator’s approval is 
contingent upon APHIS having per-
sonnel available to provide services at 
that location. Approval is also contin-
gent upon the Administrator deter-
mining that the facility has space, 
lighting, and humane means of han-
dling livestock sufficient for the 
APHIS personnel to safely conduct re-
quired inspections. The Program Hand-
book contains guidance on ways to 
meet these requirements. Owners and 
operators may submit alternative 
plans for meeting the requirements to 
APHIS for evaluation and approval. Al-
ternatives must be at least as effective 
in meeting the requirements as those 
described in the Program Handbook in 
order to be approved. Alternate plans 
must be approved by APHIS before the 
facility may be used for purposes of 
this section. 

(d) The Administrator may allow pre- 
export inspection of livestock to be 
conducted at an export inspection fa-
cility other than the export inspection 
facility associated with the port of em-
barkation when the exporter can show 
to the satisfaction of the Adminis-
trator that the livestock would suffer 
undue hardship if they had to be in-
spected at the export inspection facil-
ity associated with the port of embar-
kation, when inspection at this dif-
ferent export inspection facility would 
be a more efficient use of APHIS re-
sources, or for other reasons acceptable 
to the Administrator. 

(e) The APHIS veterinarian will 
maintain an inspection record that in-
cludes the date and place of the pre-ex-
port inspection, species and number of 
animals inspected, the number of ani-
mals rejected, a description of those 
animals, and the reasons for rejection. 

(f) If requested by the importing 
country or an exporter, the APHIS vet-
erinarian who inspects the livestock 
will issue a certificate of inspection for 

livestock he or she finds to be sound, 
healthy, and fit to travel. 

§ 91.8 Rest, feed, and water at an ex-
port inspection facility associated 
with the port of embarkation prior 
to export. 

All livestock that are intended for 
export by air or sea and that will be in-
spected for export at an export inspec-
tion facility associated with the port of 
embarkation must be allowed a period 
of at least 2 hours rest at an export in-
spection facility prior to being loaded 
onto an ocean vessel or aircraft for ex-
port. Adequate food and water must be 
available to the livestock during the 
rest period. An inspector may extend 
the required rest period up to 5 hours, 
at his or her discretion and based on a 
determination that more rest is needed 
in order to have assurances that the 
animals are fit to travel prior to load-
ing. Pre-export inspection of the ani-
mals must take place at the conclusion 
of this rest period. 

§ 91.9 Ports. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, livestock exported 
by air or sea may be exported only 
through ports designated as ports of 
embarkation by the Administrator. 
Any port that has an export inspection 
facility that meets the requirements of 
§ 91.10 permanently associated with it 
is designated as a port of embarkation. 
The Program Handbook contains a list 
of designated ports of embarkation. A 
list may also be obtained from a Vet-
erinary Services area office. Informa-
tion on area offices is available on 
APHIS’ import-export Web site (http:// 
www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/ 
index.shtml). 

(b) The Administrator may approve 
other ports for the exportation of live-
stock on a temporary basis with the 
concurrence of the port director. The 
Administrator will grant such tem-
porary approvals only for a specific 
shipment of livestock, and only if pre- 
export inspection of that shipment has 
occurred at an export isolation facility 
or an export inspection facility not as-
sociated with the port of embarkation, 
as provided in § 91.7. 

(c) Temporarily approved ports of 
embarkation will not be added to the 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 17:24 Feb 15, 2023 Jkt 259028 PO 00000 Frm 00409 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\09\9V1.TXT PC31sf
ra

tti
ni

 o
n 

LA
P

JZ
K

W
1R

2 
w

ith
 $

$_
JO

B



400 

9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–23 Edition) § 91.10 

list of designated ports of embarkation 
and are only approved for the time pe-
riod and shipment conditions specified 
by APHIS at the time of approval. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0432) 

§ 91.10 Export inspection facilities. 
(a) Export inspection facilities must 

be approved by the Administrator be-
fore they may be used for any livestock 
intended for export. The Administrator 
will approve an export inspection facil-
ity upon determining that it meets the 
requirements in paragraph (b) of this 
section. This approval remains in ef-
fect unless it is revoked in accordance 
with paragraph (c) of this section, or 
unless any of the following occur, in 
which case reapproval must be sought: 

(1) The owner of the facility changes. 
(2) Significant damage to the facility 

occurs or significant structural 
changes are made to the facility. 

(b)(1) Export inspection facilities 
must be constructed, equipped, and 
managed in a manner that prevents 
transmission of disease to and from 
livestock in the facilities, provides for 
the safe and humane handling and re-
straint of livestock, and provides suffi-
cient offices, space, and lighting for 
APHIS veterinarians to safely conduct 
required health inspections of live-
stock and related business. The Pro-
gram Handbook contains guidance on 
ways to meet these requirements. Own-
ers and operators may submit alter-
native plans for meeting the require-
ments to APHIS for evaluation and ap-
proval; the address to which to submit 
such alternatives is contained in the 
Program Handbook. Alternatives must 
be at least as effective in meeting the 
requirements as the methods described 
in the Program Handbook in order to 
be approved. Alternatives must be ap-
proved by APHIS before being used for 
purposes of this section. 

(2) For the purposes of approval or a 
subsequent audit, APHIS representa-
tives must have access to all areas of 
the facility during the facility’s busi-
ness hours to evaluate compliance with 
the requirements of this section. 

(3) The application for approval of an 
export inspection facility must be ac-
companied by a certification from the 
authorities having jurisdiction over en-

vironmental affairs in the locality of 
the facility. The certification must 
state that the facility complies with 
any applicable requirements of the 
State and local governments, and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
regarding disposal of animal wastes. 

(c) The Administrator will deny or 
revoke approval of an export inspection 
facility for failure to meet the require-
ments in paragraph (b) of this section. 

(1) APHIS will conduct site inspec-
tions of approved export inspection fa-
cilities at least once a year for contin-
ued compliance with the standards. If a 
facility fails to pass the inspection, the 
Administrator may revoke its ap-
proval. If the Administrator revokes 
approval for a facility that serves a 
designated port of embarkation, the 
Administrator may also remove that 
port from the list of designated ports of 
embarkation. 

(2) APHIS will provide written notice 
of any proposed denial or revocation to 
the operator of the facility, who will be 
given an opportunity to present his or 
her views on the issues before a final 
decision is made. The notice will list 
any deficiencies in detail. APHIS will 
provide notice of pending revocations 
at least 60 days before the revocation is 
scheduled to take effect, but may sus-
pend facility operations before that 
date and before any consideration of 
objections by the facility operator if 
the Administrator determines the sus-
pension is necessary to protect animal 
health or public health, interest, or 
safety. The operator of any facility 
whose approval is denied or revoked 
may request another inspection after 
remedying the deficiencies. 

§ 91.11 Export isolation. 
If an importing country requires ex-

port isolation for livestock, such isola-
tion must occur before the animals 
may be moved to a port of embar-
kation, and both the manner in which 
this isolation occurs and the facility at 
which it occurs must meet the require-
ments specified by the importing coun-
try. 

§ 91.12 Ocean vessels. 
(a) Inspection of the ocean vessel—(1) 

Certification to carry livestock. Ocean 
vessels must be certified by APHIS 
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prior to initial use to transport any 
livestock from the United States. The 
owner or the operator of the ocean ves-
sel must make arrangements prior to 
the vessel’s arrival at a designated port 
of embarkation in the United States 
for an APHIS representative to inspect 
the vessel while it is at that port of 
embarkation. Alternatively, at the dis-
cretion of the Administrator and upon 
request of the exporter, transporting 
company, or their agent, the inspection 
may be done at a foreign port. If 
APHIS determines that the ocean ves-
sel meets the requirements of para-
graph (d) of this section, APHIS will 
certify the vessel to transport live-
stock from the United States. APHIS 
may certify a vessel that does not meet 
all of the requirements in paragraph 
(d), provided that an exemption from 
the requirements the vessel does not 
meet has been granted to the vessel 
pursuant to paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion. The certification will specify the 
species of livestock for which the ves-
sel is approved. The certification will 
be valid for up to 3 years; however, the 
ocean vessel must be recertified prior 
to transporting livestock any time sig-
nificant changes are made to the ves-
sel, including to livestock transport 
spaces or life support systems; any 
time a major life support system fails; 
any time species of livestock not cov-
ered by the existing certification are to 
be transported; and any time the owner 
or operator of the ocean vessel 
changes. The owner or operator of the 
vessel must present the following docu-
mentation to APHIS prior to its initial 
inspection for certification and when 
requested by APHIS prior to subse-
quent inspections for recertification: 

(i) General information about the 
vessel, including year built, length and 
breadth, vessel name history, port of 
registry, call sign, maximum and aver-
age speed, fresh water tank capacity 
and fresh water generation rate, and 
feed silo capacity (if the vessel has a 
silo); 

(ii) A notarized statement from an 
engineer concerning the rate of air ex-
change in each compartment of the 
vessel; 

(iii) The species of livestock that the 
vessel would transport; 

(iv) Scale drawings that provide de-
tails of the design, materials, and 
methods of construction and arrange-
ment of fittings for the containment 
and movement of livestock; provisions 
for the storage and distribution of feed 
and water; drainage arrangements; pri-
mary and secondary sources of power; 
and lighting; 

(v) A photograph of the rails and 
gates of any pens; 

(vi) A description of the flooring sur-
face on the livestock decks; and 

(vii) The following measurements: 
Width of the ramps; the clear height 
from the ramps to the lowest overhead 
structures; the incline between the 
ramps and the horizontal plane; the 
distance between footlocks on the 
ramps; the height of side fencing on the 
ramps; the height of the vessel’s side 
doors through which livestock are 
loaded; the width of alleyways running 
fore and aft between livestock pens; 
and the distance from the floor of the 
livestock pens to the beams or lowest 
structures overhead. 

(2) Prior to each voyage. Prior to load-
ing any livestock intended for export 
from the United States, an APHIS rep-
resentative must inspect the vessel to 
confirm that the ocean vessel has been 
adequately cleaned and disinfected as 
required by paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, has sufficient food and water for 
the voyage as required by paragraph (c) 
of this section, and continues to meet 
the requirements of paragraph (d) of 
this section. APHIS will schedule the 
inspection after the owner or operator 
of the ocean vessel provides the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) The name of the ocean vessel; 
(ii) The port, date, and time the 

ocean vessel will be available for in-
spection, and estimated time that load-
ing will begin; 

(iii) A description of the livestock to 
be transported, including the type, 
number, and estimated average weight 
of the livestock; 

(iv) Stability data for the ocean ves-
sel with livestock on board; 

(v) The port of discharge; and 
(vi) The route and expected length of 

the voyage. 
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(3) The information in paragraphs 
(a)(2)(i) through (a)(2)(vi) must be pro-
vided at least 72 hours before the vessel 
will be available for inspection. 

(b) Cleaning and disinfection. (1) Any 
ocean vessel intended for use in export-
ing livestock, and all fittings, utensils, 
containers, and equipment (unless new) 
used for loading, stowing, or other han-
dling of livestock aboard the vessel 
must be thoroughly cleaned and dis-
infected to the satisfaction of an 
APHIS representative prior to any live-
stock being loaded. The disinfectant 
must be approved by the Adminis-
trator. Guidance on cleaning and dis-
infecting ocean vessels may be found in 
the Program Handbook. 

(2) The Administrator will approve a 
disinfectant for the purposes of this 
paragraph upon determining that the 
disinfectant is effective against patho-
gens that may be spread by the ani-
mals and, if the disinfectant is a chem-
ical disinfectant, that it is registered 
or exempted for the specified use by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. The Program Handbook pro-
vides access to a list of disinfectants 
approved by the Administrator. Other 
disinfectants may also be approved by 
the Administrator in accordance with 
this paragraph. The Administrator will 
withdraw approval of a disinfectant, 
and remove it from the list of approved 
disinfectants in the Program Hand-
book, if the disinfectant no longer 
meets the conditions for approval in 
this section. 

(3) All ocean vessels, upon docking at 
a U.S. port to load livestock, must 
have disinfectant foot baths at 
entryways where persons board and 
exit the ocean vessel, and require such 
baths before allowing any person to 
disembark. 

(c) Feed and water. Sufficient feed and 
water must be provided to livestock 
aboard the ocean vessel, taking into 
consideration the livestock’s species, 
body weight, the expected duration of 
the voyage, and the likelihood of ad-
verse climatic conditions during trans-
port. Guidance on this requirement 
may be found in the Program Hand-
book. Livestock aboard the vessel must 
be provided feed and water within 28 
hours of the time they were last fed 
and watered within the United States. 

(d) Accommodations for the humane 
transport of livestock; general require-
ments. Ocean vessels used to transport 
livestock intended for export must be 
designed, constructed, and managed to 
reasonably assure the livestock are 
protected from injury and remain 
healthy during loading and transport 
to the importing country. Except as 
provided below in paragraph (e) of this 
section, no livestock may be loaded 
onto an ocean vessel unless, in the 
opinion of an APHIS representative, 
the ocean vessel meets the require-
ments of this section. The Program 
Handbook contains guidance on ways 
to meet the requirements. Owners and 
operators may submit alternative 
means and methods for meeting the re-
quirements to APHIS for evaluation 
and approval. Alternatives must be at 
least as effective in meeting the re-
quirements as those described in the 
Program Handbook in order to be ap-
proved. Alternatives must be approved 
by APHIS before being used for pur-
poses of this section. 

(1) Pens. All pens, including gates and 
portable rails used to close access 
ways, must be designed and con-
structed of material of sufficient 
strength to securely contain the live-
stock. They must be properly formed, 
closely fitted, and rigidly secured in 
place. They must have smooth finished 
surfaces free from sharp protrusions. 
They must not have worn, decayed, un-
sound, or otherwise defective parts. 
Flooring must be strong enough to sup-
port the livestock to be transported 
and provide a satisfactory non-slip 
foothold. Pens on exposed upper decks 
must protect the livestock from the 
weather. Pens next to engine or boiler 
rooms or similar sources of heat must 
be fitted to protect the livestock from 
injury due to transfer of heat to the 
livestock or livestock transport spaces. 
Any fittings or protrusions from the 
vessel’s sides that abut pens must be 
covered to protect the livestock from 
injury. Pens must be of appropriate 
size for the species, size, weight, and 
condition of the livestock being trans-
ported and take into consideration the 
vessel’s route. Animals that may be 
hostile to each other may not be 
housed in the same pen. 
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(2) Positioning. Livestock must be po-
sitioned during transport so that an 
animal handler or other responsible 
person can observe each animal regu-
larly and clearly to ensure the live-
stock’s safety and welfare. 

(3) Resources for sick or injured ani-
mals. The vessel must have an adequate 
number of appropriately sized and lo-
cated pens set aside to segregate live-
stock that become sick or injured from 
other animals. It must also have ade-
quate veterinary medical supplies, in-
cluding medicines, for the species, con-
dition, and number of livestock trans-
ported. 

(4) Ramps, doors, and passageways. 
Ramps, doors, and passageways used 
for livestock must be of sufficient 
width and height for their use and 
allow the safe passage of the species 
transported. They must have secure, 
smooth fittings free from sharp protru-
sions and non-slip flooring, and must 
not have worn, decayed, unsound, or 
otherwise defective parts. Ramps must 
not have an incline that is excessive 
for the species of livestock transported 
and must be fitted with foot battens to 
prevent slippage at intervals suitable 
for the species. The sides of ramps 
must be of sufficient height and 
strength to prevent escape of the spe-
cies of livestock transported. 

(5) Feed and water. The feeding and 
watering system must be designed to 
permit all livestock in each pen ade-
quate access to feed and water. The 
system must also be designed to mini-
mize soiling of pens and to prevent ani-
mal waste from contaminating feed 
and water. Similarly, feed must be 
loaded and stored aboard the vessel in 
a manner that protects it from weather 
and sea water and, if kept under ani-
mal transport spaces, protects it from 
spillage from animal watering and 
feeding and from animal waste. If the 
normal means of tending, feeding, and 
watering of livestock on board the 
ocean vessel is wholly or partially by 
automatic means, the vessel must have 
alternative arrangements for the satis-
factory tending, feeding, and watering 
of the animals in the event of a mal-
function of the automatic means. 

(6) Ventilation. Ventilation during 
loading, unloading, and transport must 
provide fresh air and remove excessive 

heat, humidity, and noxious fumes 
(such as ammonia and carbon dioxide). 
Ventilation must be adequate for vari-
ations in climate and weather and to 
meet the needs of the livestock being 
transported. Ventilation must be effec-
tive both when the vessel is stationary 
and when it is moving and must be 
turned on when the first animal is 
loaded. The vessel must have on board 
a back-up ventilation system (includ-
ing emergency power supply) in good 
working order or replacement parts 
and the means, including qualified per-
sonnel, to make the repairs or replace-
ments. 

(7) Waste management. The vessel 
must have a system or arrangements, 
including a backup system in working 
order or alternate arrangements, for 
managing waste to prevent excessive 
buildup in livestock transport spaces 
during the voyage. 

(8) Lighting. The vessel must have 
adequate illumination to allow clear 
observation of livestock during load-
ing, unloading, and transport. 

(9) Bedding. Bedding must be loaded 
and stored aboard the vessel in a man-
ner that protects it from weather and 
sea water and, if kept under animal 
transport spaces, protects it from spill-
age from animal watering and feeding 
and from animal waste. 

(10) Cleaning. The vessel must be de-
signed and constructed to allow thor-
ough cleaning and disinfection and to 
prevent feces and urine from livestock 
on upper levels from soiling livestock 
or their feed or water on lower levels. 

(11) Halters and ropes. Halters, ropes, 
or other equipment provided for the 
handling and tying of horses or other 
livestock must be satisfactory to en-
sure the humane treatment of the live-
stock. 

(12) Personnel. The owner or operator 
of the ocean vessel must have on board 
during loading, transport, and unload-
ing at least 3 persons (or at least 1 per-
son if fewer than 800 head of livestock 
will be transported) with previous ex-
perience with ocean vessels that have 
handled the kind(s) of livestock to be 
carried, as well as a sufficient number 
of personnel with the appropriate expe-
rience to be able to ensure proper care 
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of the livestock. The APHIS represent-
ative assigned to inspect the ocean ves-
sel prior to loading will determine 
whether the personnel aboard the ves-
sel are sufficient and possess adequate 
experience, including, if necessary, vet-
erinary experience, to ensure proper 
care of the livestock. 

(13) Vessel stability. The vessel must 
have adequate stability, taking into 
consideration the weight and distribu-
tion of livestock and fodder, as well as 
effects of high winds and seas. If re-
quested by APHIS, the owner or oper-
ator of the vessel must present sta-
bility calculations for the voyage that 
have been independently verified for 
accuracy. 

(14) Means of humane euthanasia. 
Ocean vessels must maintain a means 
of humanely euthanizing sick or in-
jured livestock aboard the vessel. One 
of the personnel aboard the vessel must 
be trained in humanely euthanizing 
livestock by using the means of eutha-
nasia carried by the vessel. 

(15) Life support systems. The ocean 
vessel must maintain replacement 
parts for major life support systems 
aboard the vessel, and the means, in-
cluding qualified personnel, to make 
the repairs or replacements. 

(16) Additional conditions. The vessel 
must meet any other condition the Ad-
ministrator determines is necessary for 
approval, as dictated by specific cir-
cumstances and communicated to the 
owner and operator of the vessel, to 
protect the livestock and keep them 
healthy during loading, unloading, and 
transport to the importing country. 

(e) Accommodations for the humane 
transport of livestock; vessels using ship-
ping containers. An inspector may ex-
empt an ocean vessel that uses ship-
ping containers to transport livestock 
to an importing country from require-
ments in paragraph (d) of this section 
that he or she specifies, if the inspector 
determines that the containers them-
selves are designed, constructed, and 
managed in a manner to reasonably as-
sure the livestock are protected from 
injury and remain healthy during load-
ing, unloading, and transport to the 
importing country. During such inspec-
tions, particular attention will be paid 
to the manner in which containers are 
constructed, the space the containers 

afford to livestock transported within 
them, the manner in which the vessel 
would provide feed and water to the 
animals in the containers, and the 
manner in which air and effluent are 
managed within the containers. The 
Program Handbook contains exemption 
guidance. 

(f) Operator’s report. (1) The owner or 
operator of any ocean vessel used to ex-
port livestock (including vessels that 
use shipping containers) from the 
United States must submit a written 
report to APHIS within 5 business days 
after completing a voyage. The report 
must include the name of the ocean 
vessel; the name and address of all ex-
porters of livestock transported on the 
vessel; the port of embarkation; dates 
of the voyage; the port where the live-
stock were discharged; the number of 
each species of livestock loaded; the 
number of each species that died and 
an explanation for those mortalities; 
and the number of animals that sus-
tained injuries or sustained illnesses 
that were significant enough to require 
medical attention from the personnel 
entrusted with the care of the animals, 
as well as the nature of these injuries 
or illnesses. The report must also docu-
ment any failure of any major life sup-
port system for the livestock, includ-
ing, but not limited to, systems for 
providing feed and water, ventilation 
systems, and livestock waste manage-
ment systems. Any such failure must 
be documented, regardless of the dura-
tion or whether the failure resulted in 
any harm to the livestock. The report 
must include the name, telephone num-
ber, and email address of the person 
who prepared the report and the date of 
the report. The report must be sub-
mitted to APHIS by facsimile or email. 
Contact numbers and addresses, as well 
as an optional template for the report, 
are provided in the Program Handbook. 

(2) If an ocean vessel used to export 
livestock experiences any failure of a 
major life support system for livestock 
during the voyage, the owner or oper-
ator of the ocean vessel must notify 
APHIS immediately by telephone, fac-
simile, or other electronic means. Con-
tact numbers and addresses are pro-
vided in the Program Handbook. 

(3) Failure to provide timely reports 
as required by this section may result 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 17:24 Feb 15, 2023 Jkt 259028 PO 00000 Frm 00414 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\09\9V1.TXT PC31sf
ra

tti
ni

 o
n 

LA
P

JZ
K

W
1R

2 
w

ith
 $

$_
JO

B



405 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 91.14 

in APHIS disapproving future livestock 
shipments by the responsible owner or 
operator or revoking the vessel’s cer-
tification under paragraph (a) of this 
section to carry livestock. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0432) 

§ 91.13 Aircraft. 
(a) Prior to loading livestock aboard 

aircraft, the stowage area of the air-
craft and any loading ramps, fittings, 
and equipment to be used in loading 
the animals must be cleaned and then 
disinfected with a disinfectant ap-
proved by the Administrator, to the 
satisfaction of an APHIS representa-
tive, unless the representative deter-
mines that the aircraft has already 
been cleaned and disinfected to his or 
her satisfaction. 

(1) The Administrator will approve a 
disinfectant for purposes of this section 
upon determining that the disinfectant 
is effective against pathogens that may 
be spread by the animals and, if the 
disinfectant is a chemical disinfectant, 
that it is registered or exempted for 
the specified use by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

(2) The Program Handbook provides 
access to a list of disinfectants ap-
proved by the Administrator for use as 
required by this section. Other dis-
infectants may also be approved by the 
Administrator in accordance with 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. 

(3) The Administrator will withdraw 
approval of a disinfectant, and remove 
it from the list of approved disinfect-
ants in the Program Handbook, if the 
disinfectant no longer meets the condi-
tions for approval in this section. 

(b) The time at which the cleaning 
and disinfection are to be performed 
must be approved by the APHIS rep-
resentative, who will give approval 
only if he or she determines that the 
cleaning and disinfection will be effec-
tive up to the projected time the live-
stock will be loaded. If the livestock 
are not loaded by the projected time, 
the APHIS representative will deter-
mine whether further cleaning and dis-
infection are necessary. 

(c) The cleaning must remove all gar-
bage, soil, manure, plant materials, in-
sects, paper, and other debris from the 
stowage area. The disinfectant solution 

must be applied with a device that cre-
ates an aerosol or mist that covers 100 
percent of the surfaces in the stowage 
area, except for any loaded cargo and 
deck surface under it that, in the opin-
ion of the APHIS representative, do 
not contain material, such as garbage, 
soil, manure, plant materials, insects, 
waste paper, or debris, that may harbor 
animal disease pathogens. 

(d) After cleaning and disinfection is 
performed, the APHIS representative 
will sign and deliver to the captain of 
the aircraft or other responsible offi-
cial of the airline involved a document 
stating that the aircraft has been prop-
erly cleaned and disinfected, and stat-
ing further the date, the carrier, the 
flight number, and the name of the air-
port and the city and state in which it 
is located. If an aircraft is cleaned and 
disinfected at one airport, then flies to 
a subsequent airport, with or without 
stops en route, to load animals for ex-
port, an APHIS representative at the 
subsequent airport will determine, 
based on examination of the cleaning 
and disinfection documents, whether 
the previous cleaning and disinfection 
is adequate or whether to order a new 
cleaning and disinfection. If the air-
craft has loaded any cargo in addition 
to animals, the APHIS representative 
at the subsequent airport will deter-
mine whether to order a new cleaning 
and disinfection, based on both exam-
ination of the cleaning and disinfection 
documents and on the inspection of the 
stowage area for materials, such as 
garbage, soil, manure, plant materials, 
insects, waste paper, or debris, that 
may harbor animal disease pathogens. 

(e) Cargo containers used to ship live-
stock must be designed and con-
structed of a material of sufficient 
strength to securely contain the ani-
mals and must provide sufficient space 
for the species being transported given 
the duration of the trip, as determined 
by APHIS. 

§ 91.14 Other movements and condi-
tions. 

The Administrator may, upon re-
quest in specific cases, permit the ex-
portation of livestock not otherwise 
provided for in this part under such 
conditions as he or she may prescribe 
in each specific case to prevent the 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 17:24 Feb 15, 2023 Jkt 259028 PO 00000 Frm 00415 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\09\9V1.TXT PC31sf
ra

tti
ni

 o
n 

LA
P

JZ
K

W
1R

2 
w

ith
 $

$_
JO

B



406 

9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–23 Edition) Pt. 92 

spread of livestock diseases and to en-
sure the humane treatment of the ani-
mals during transport to the importing 
country. 

PART 92—IMPORTATION OF ANI-
MALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS: 
PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING 
RECOGNITION OF REGIONS AND 
COMPARTMENTS 

Sec. 
92.1 Definitions. 

Subpart A—Procedures for Requesting 
Recognition of Regions Other Than for BSE 

92.2 Application for recognition of the ani-
mal health status of a region or a com-
partment. 

92.3 Movement restrictions. 
92.4 Reestablishment of a region or com-

partment’s disease-free status. 

Subpart B—Procedures for Requesting BSE 
Risk Status Classification With Regard 
to Bovines 

92.5 Determination of the BSE risk classi-
fication of a region. 

92.6 Determination of the date of effective 
enforcement of a ruminant-to-ruminant 
feed ban. 

92.7 Incorporation by reference. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1622 and 8301–8317; 21 
U.S.C. 136 and 136a; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7 CFR 2.22, 
2.80, and 371.4. 

SOURCE: 62 FR 56012, Oct. 28, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 92.1 Definitions. 
Active surveillance. Sample collection 

using a systematic or statistically de-
signed survey methodology to actively 
seek out and find cases of animals with 
a restricted disease agent, or to deter-
mine the prevalence of the restricted 
disease agent in the population. 

Adjacent region. Any geographic land 
area, whether or not identifiable by ge-
ological, political or surveyed bound-
aries, that shares common boundaries 
with any region. 

Administrator. The Administrator of 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service or any other employee of 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, delegated to act 
in the Administrator’s stead. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

Animals. All species of the animal 
kingdom, except man, including: Cat-
tle, sheep, goats, other ruminants, 
swine, horses, asses, mules, zebras, 
dogs, poultry, and birds that are sus-
ceptible to communicable diseases of 
livestock and poultry or capable of 
being carriers of those diseases or their 
arthropod vectors. 

Approved laboratory. A properly 
equipped institution in the exporting 
region, approved by the official author-
ity who is responsible for animal 
health matters in that region, that is 
staffed by technically competent per-
sonnel under the control of a specialist 
in veterinary diagnostic methods who 
is responsible for the results. 

Bovine. Bos taurus, Bos indicus, and 
Bison bison. 

Communicable disease. Any contagious 
or infectious disease of animals. It can 
be transmitted either directly or indi-
rectly to a susceptible animal from an 
infected animal, vector, inanimate 
source, or other sources. 

Compartment. Any defined animal 
subpopulation contained in one or 
more establishments under a common 
biosecurity management system for 
which surveillance, control, and bio-
security measures have been applied 
with respect to a specific disease. 

Contagious disease. Any commu-
nicable disease transmitted from one 
animal to another by direct contact or 
by feed, water, aerosol, or contami-
nated objects. 

Disease agent. A virus, bacterium, or 
other organism that causes disease in 
animals. 

Exporting region. A region from which 
shipments are sent to the United 
States. 

European Union. The organization of 
Member States consisting of Austria, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Ireland (Republic of), Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
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