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or stored, before being moved to a port 
of embarkation or land border port. 

Program diseases. Diseases for which 
there are cooperative State-Federal 
programs and domestic regulations in 
subchapter C of this chapter. 

Program Handbook. A document that 
contains guidance and other informa-
tion related to the regulations in this 
part. The Program Handbook is avail-
able on APHIS’ import-export Web site 
(http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/ 
index.shtml). 

State of origin. The State in which the 
premises of export is located. 

§ 91.2 Applicability. 
You may not export any animal or 

animal germplasm from the United 
States except in compliance with this 
part. 

§ 91.3 General requirements. 
(a) Issuance of export health certifi-

cates. (1) Livestock must have an en-
dorsed export health certificate in 
order to be eligible for export from the 
United States. 

(2) If APHIS knows that an importing 
country requires an export health cer-
tificate endorsed by the competent vet-
erinary authority of the United States 
for any animal other than livestock or 
for any animal semen, animal embryos, 
hatching eggs, other embryonated 
eggs, or gametes intended for export to 
that country, the animal or other com-
modity must have an export health 
certificate endorsed by APHIS in order 
to be eligible for export from the 
United States. 

(b) Content of export health certifi-
cates—(1) Livestock; minimum require-
ments. Regardless of the requirements 
of the importing country, at a min-
imum, the following information must 
be contained on an export health cer-
tificate for livestock: 

(i) The species of each animal. 
(ii) The breed of each animal. 
(iii) The sex of each animal. 
(iv) The age of each animal. 
(v) The individual identification of 

the animals as required by § 91.5. 
(vi) The importing country. 
(vii) The consignor. 
(viii) The consignee. 
(ix) A certification that an accred-

ited veterinarian inspected the live-

stock and found them to be fit for ex-
port. 

(x) A signature and date by an ac-
credited veterinarian. 

(xi) An endorsement by the APHIS 
veterinarian responsible for the State 
of origin. 

(2) Livestock; additional requirements. 
In addition to the minimum require-
ments in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, the export health certificate must 
meet any other information or 
issuance requirements specified by the 
importing country. 

(3) Animals other than livestock, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, and gametes. Ex-
port health certificates for animals 
other than livestock, animal semen, 
animal embryos, hatching eggs, other 
embryonated eggs, and gametes must 
meet any information requirements 
specified by the importing country. 

(c) Inspection requirements for live-
stock. In order to be eligible for export, 
livestock must be inspected within the 
timeframe required by the importing 
country. If the importing country does 
not specify a timeframe, the livestock 
must be inspected within 30 days prior 
to the date of export. 

(d) Testing requirements for livestock. 
All samples for tests of livestock that 
are required by the importing country 
must be taken by an APHIS represent-
ative or accredited veterinarian. The 
samples must be taken and tests made 
within the timeframe allowed by the 
importing country and, if specified, at 
the location required by the importing 
country. If the importing country does 
not specify a timeframe, the samples 
must be taken and tests made within 30 
days prior to the date of export, except 
that tuberculin tests may be conducted 
within 90 days prior to the date of ex-
port. All tests for program diseases 
must be made in laboratories and using 
methods approved by the Adminis-
trator for those diseases. The Program 
Handbook contains a link to an APHIS 
Web site that lists laboratories ap-
proved to conduct tests for specific dis-
eases. Approved methods are those 
specified or otherwise incorporated 
within the domestic regulations in sub-
chapter C of this chapter. 
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(e) Movement of livestock, animals other 
than livestock, animal semen, animal em-
bryos, hatching eggs, other embryonated 
eggs, or gametes with an export health 
certificate—(1) Livestock. An export 
health certificate for livestock must be 
issued and endorsed before the live-
stock move from the premises of ex-
port. 

(2) Animals other than livestock, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, and gametes. 
When an export health certificate is re-
quired by the importing country for 
any animal other than livestock or for 
animal semen, animal embryos, hatch-
ing eggs, other embryonated eggs, or 
gametes, it must be issued and, if re-
quired by the importing country, en-
dorsed by an APHIS representative 
prior to departure of the animal or 
other commodity from the port of em-
barkation or the crossing of the land 
border port. When presented for en-
dorsement, the health certificate must 
be accompanied by reports for all lab-
oratory tests specifically identified on 
the certificate. The laboratory reports 
must either be the originals prepared 
by the laboratory that performed the 
tests or must be annotated by the lab-
oratory that performed the test to in-
dicate how the reports may be verified. 

(f) Validity of export health certificate— 
(1) Livestock. Unless specified by the 
importing country, the export health 
certificate is valid for 30 days from the 
date of issuance, provided that the in-
spection and test results under para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section are 
still valid. 

(2) Animals other than livestock, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, and gametes. Un-
less specified by the importing coun-
try, the export health certificate is 
valid for 30 days from the date of 
issuance. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0432) 

[81 FR 2980, Jan. 20, 2016, as amended at 81 
FR 74279, Oct. 26, 2016] 

§ 91.4 Prohibited exports. 
No animal, animal semen, animal 

embryos, hatching eggs, other 
embryonated eggs, or gametes under 
Federal, State, or local government 
quarantine or movement restrictions 

for animal health reasons may be ex-
ported from the United States unless 
the importing country issues an import 
permit or other written instruction al-
lowing entry of the animal, animal 
semen, animal embryos, hatching eggs, 
other embryonated eggs, or gametes, 
and APHIS concurs with the export of 
the animal, animal semen, animal em-
bryos, hatching eggs, other 
embryonated eggs, or gametes. 

Subpart B—Livestock 

§ 91.5 Identification of livestock in-
tended for export. 

Livestock that are intended for ex-
port must be identified in a manner 
that allows individual animals to be 
correlated to the animals listed in the 
export health certificate. If the import-
ing country requires a specific or an 
additional form of identification, the 
livestock must also bear that form of 
identification. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0432) 

§ 91.6 Cleaning and disinfection of 
means of conveyance, containers, 
and facilities used during move-
ment; approved disinfectants. 

(a) All export health certificates for 
livestock must be accompanied by a 
statement issued by an APHIS rep-
resentative and/or accredited veteri-
narian that the means of conveyance 
or container in which the livestock will 
be transported from the premises of ex-
port has been cleaned and disinfected 
prior to loading the livestock with a 
disinfectant approved by the Adminis-
trator for purposes of this section or by 
a statement that the means of convey-
ance or container was not previously 
used to transport animals. 

(b) Livestock moved for export may 
be unloaded only into a facility which 
has been cleaned and disinfected prior 
to such unloading with a disinfectant 
approved by the Administrator for pur-
poses of this section, and has subse-
quently been inspected by an APHIS 
representative or accredited veteri-
narian. A statement certifying to such 
action must be attached to the export 
health certificate by the APHIS rep-
resentative or accredited veterinarian. 
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