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dairy products, containers or equip-
ment should have a medical and phys-
ical examination by a registered physi-
cian or by the local department of 
health at the time of employment. An 
employee returning to work following 
illness from a communicable disease 
shall have a certificate from the at-
tending physician to establish proof of 
complete recovery. 

PROTECTION AND TRANSPORT OF RAW 
MILK AND CREAM 

§ 58.131 Equipment and facilities. 

(a)(1) Milk cans. Cans used in trans-
porting milk from dairy farm to plant 
shall be of such construction (pref-
erably seamless with umbrella lids) as 
to be easily cleaned, and shall be in-
spected, repaired, and replaced as nec-
essary to exclude substantially the use 
of cans and lids with open seams, 
cracks, rust, milkstone, or any unsani-
tary condition. Adequate provisions 
should be made so that milk in cans 
will be cooled immediately after milk-
ing to 50 °F. or lower unless delivered 
to the plant within two hours after 
milking. 

(2) Farm bulk tanks. Farm bulk tanks 
shall comply with 3–A Sanitary Stand-
ards for Farm Cooling and Holding 
Tanks or 3–A Sanitary Standards for 
Farm Milk Storage Tanks, as applica-
ble. They shall be installed in a milk 
house in accordance with the require-
ments of the regulatory agency in ju-
risdiction. The bulk cooling tanks shall 
be designed and equipped with refrig-
eration to permit the cooling of the 
milk to 40 °F. or lower within two 
hours after milking, and maintain it at 
45 °F. or below until picked up. 

(b)(1) Receiving stations. Receiving 
stations shall comply with the applica-
ble sections of this subpart covering 
premises, buildings, facilities, equip-
ment, utensils, personnel, cleanliness 
and health. 

(2) Transfer stations. Transfer stations 
shall comply with the applicable sec-
tions of this subpart covering premises, 
floors, lighting, water supply, hand- 
washing facilities, disposal of wastes, 
general construction, repair and instal-
lation of equipment, piping and uten-
sils and personnel—cleanliness and 
health. As climatic and operating con-

ditions require the transfer station 
shall comply with the applicable sec-
tions for walls, ceilings, doors and win-
dows. 

(3) Cream stations. Cream stations 
shall provide adequate protection and 
facilities for the handling, transferring 
and cooling of farm separated cream. 
The area shall be large enough to avoid 
undue crowding with a normal volume 
of business and shall be separated from 
other areas and the outside by self 
closing, tight fitting doors. All open-
ings shall be screened during fly sea-
son. The floor, walls and ceiling shall 
be of satisfactory construction, in good 
repair and kept clean. Lighting and 
ventilation shall meet the require-
ments of § 58.126(d). Cooling facilities 
shall be provided to cool the cream to 
50 °F. or lower unless shipped within 8 
hours after receipt. Facilities shall be 
provided to wash, sanitize and store 
cans and equipment used in the oper-
ation. The cream should not be more 
than 4 days old when picked up for de-
livery to the processing plant. 

(c)(1) Transporting milk or cream. Vehi-
cles used for the transportation of can 
milk or cream shall be of the enclosed 
type, constructed and operated to pro-
tect the product from extreme tem-
perature, dust, or other adverse condi-
tions and they shall be kept clean. 
Decking boards or racks shall be pro-
vided where more than one tier of cans 
is carried. Cans or vehicles used for the 
transportation of milk from the farm 
to the plant shall not be used for trans-
porting skim milk, buttermilk, or 
whey to producers. 

(2) Transport tanks. The exterior shell 
shall be clean and free from open seams 
or cracks which would permit liquid to 
enter the jacket. The interior shell 
shall be stainless steel and so con-
structed that it will not buckle, sag or 
prevent complete drainage. All product 
contact surfaces shall be smooth, eas-
ily cleaned and maintained in good re-
pair. The pump and hose cabinet shall 
be fully enclosed with tight fitting 
doors and the inlet and outlet shall be 
provided with dust covers to give ade-
quate protection from road dust. Tank 
manholes should be equipped with an 
adequate filtering system during load-
ing and unloading. New and replace-
ment transport tanks shall comply 
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with 3–A Sanitary Standards for Stain-
less Steel Automotive Milk and Milk 
Products Transportation Tanks for 
Bulk Delivery and/or Farm Pick-up 
Service. 

(3) Facilities for cleaning and sani-
tizing. Enclosed or covered facilities (as 
climatic conditions require) shall be 
available for washing and sanitizing of 
transport tanks, piping, and acces-
sories, at central locations or at all 
plants that receive or ship milk or 
milk products in transport tanks. 

(d) Transfer of milk to transport tank. 
Milk shall be transferred under sani-
tary conditions from farm bulk tanks 
through stainless steel piping or ap-
proved tubing. The sanitary piping and 
tubing shall be capped when not in use. 

[40 FR 47911, Oct. 10, 1975. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 67 FR 48975, July 29, 2002] 

QUALITY SPECIFICATIONS FOR RAW MILK 

§ 58.132 Basis for classification. 

The quality classification of raw 
milk for manufacturing purposes from 
each producer shall be based on an 
organoleptic examination for appear-
ance and odor, a drug residue test, and 
quality control tests for sediment con-
tent, bacterial estimate and somatic 
cell count. All milk received from pro-
ducers shall not exceed the Food and 
Drug Administration’s established lim-
its for pesticide, herbicide and drug 
residues. Producers shall be promptly 
notified of any shipment or portion 
thereof of their milk that fails to meet 
any of these quality specifications. 

[58 FR 26912, May 6, 1993] 

§ 58.133 Methods for quality and 
wholesomeness determination. 

(a) Appearance and odor. The appear-
ance of acceptable raw milk shall be 
normal and free of excessive coarse 
sediment when examined visually or by 
an acceptable test procedure. The milk 
shall not show any abnormal condition 
(including, but not limited to, curdled, 
ropy, bloody or mastitic condition), as 
indicated by sight or other test proce-
dures. The odor shall be fresh and 
sweet. The milk shall be free from ob-
jectionable feed and other off-odors 

that adversely affect the finished prod-
uct. 

(b) Somatic cell count. (1) A laboratory 
examination to determine the level of 
somatic cells shall be made at least 
four times in each 6-month period at ir-
regular intervals on milk received from 
each patron. 

(2) A screening test may be con-
ducted on goat herd milk. When a goat 
herd screening sample test exceeds ei-
ther of the following results, a confirm-
atory test identified in paragraph (b)(3) 
of this section shall be conducted. 

(3) Milk shall be tested for somatic 
cell content by using one of the fol-
lowing procedures or by any other 
method approved by Standard Methods 
for the Examination of Dairy Products 
(confirmatory test for somatic cells in 
goat milk): 

(i) Direct Microscopic Somatic Cell 
Count (Single Strip Procedure). 
Pyronin Y-methyl green stain or ‘‘New 
York’’ modification shall be used as 
the confirmatory test for goat’s milk. 

(ii) Electronic Somatic Cell Count 
(particle counter). 

(iii) Electronic Somatic Cell Count 
(fluorescent dye). 

(4) The somatic cell test identified in 
paragraph (b)(3) of this section shall be 
considered as the official results. 

(5) Whenever the official test indi-
cates the presence of more than 750,000 
somatic cells per ml. (1,500,000 per ml. 
for goat milk), the following proce-
dures shall be applied: 

(i) The producer shall be notified 
with a warning of the excessive so-
matic cell count. 

(ii) Whenever two out of the last four 
consecutive somatic cell counts exceed 
750,000 per ml. (1,500,000 per ml. for goat 
milk), the appropriate State regulatory 
authority shall be notified and a writ-
ten notice given to the producer. This 
notice shall be in effect as long as two 
of the last four consecutive samples ex-
ceed 750,000 per ml. (1,500,000 per ml. for 
goat milk). 

(6) An additional sample shall be 
taken after a lapse of 3 days but within 
21 days of the notice required in para-
graph (b)(5)(ii) of this section. If this 
sample also exceeds 750,000 per ml. 
(1,500,000 per ml. for goat milk), subse-
quent milkings shall not be accepted 
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