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§275.4

§275.4 Record retention.

(a) The State agency shall maintain
Performance Reporting System records
to permit ready access to, and use of,
these records. Performance Reporting
System records include information
used in data analysis and evaluation,
corrective action plans, corrective ac-
tion monitoring records in addition to
ME review records and QC review
records as explained in paragraphs (b)
and (c) of this section. To be readily ac-
cessible, system records shall be re-
tained and filed in an orderly fashion.
Precautions should be taken to ensure
that these records are retained without
loss or destruction for the 3-year period
required by these regulations. Informa-
tion obtained on individual households
for Performance Reporting System
purposes shall be safeguarded in ac-
cordance with FNS policies on disclo-
sure of information for SNAP.

(b) ME review records consist of thor-
ough documentation of review findings,
sources from which information was
obtained, procedures used to review
SNAP requirements including sampling
techniques and lists, and ME review
plans. The State agency must submit
documented evidence of review findings
to the FNS Regional Office upon re-
quest for purposes of evaluating State
corrective action plans.

(c) QC review records consist of
Forms FNS-380, Worksheet for Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,
FNS-380-1, Quality Control Review
Schedule, FNS-245, Negative Quality
Control Review Schedule; other mate-
rials supporting the review decision,
including all correspondence with the
household and all case notes, digital or
otherwise, taken or used by the eligi-
bility worker that are applicable to the
review period; sample lists; sampling
frames; tabulation sheets; and reports
of the results of all quality control re-
views during each review period.

[Amdt. 160, 45 FR 15898, Mar. 11, 1980, as
amended by Amdt. 260, 49 FR 6304, Feb. 17,
1984; Amdt. 262, 49 FR 50597, Dec. 31, 1984; 75
FR 33436, June 11, 2010; 86 FR 44586, Aug. 13,
2021]
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Subpart B—Management
Evaluation (ME) Reviews

§275.5 Scope and purpose.

(a) Objectives. Each State agency
shall ensure that project areas operate
SNAP in accordance with the Act, reg-
ulations, and FNS-approved State Plan
of Operation. To ensure compliance
with program requirements, ME re-
views shall be conducted to measure
compliance with the provisions of FNS
regulations. The objectives of an ME
review are to:

(1) Provide a systematic method of
monitoring and assessing program op-
erations in the project areas;

(2) Provide a basis for project areas
to improve and strengthen program op-
erations by identifying and correcting
deficiencies; and

(3) Provide a continuing flow of infor-
mation between the project areas, the
States, and FNS, necessary to develop
the solutions to problems in program
policy and procedures.

(b) Frequency of review. (1) State
agencies shall conduct a review once
every year for large project areas, once
every two years for medium project
areas, and once every three years for
small project areas, unless an alternate
schedule is approved by FNS. The most
current and accurate information on
active monthly caseload available at
the time the review schedule is devel-
oped shall be used to determine project
area size.

(2) A request for an alternate review
schedule shall be submitted for ap-
proval in writing with a proposed
schedule and justification. In any al-
ternate schedule, each project area
must be reviewed at least once every
three years. Approval of an alternate
schedule is dependent upon a State
agency’s justification that the project
areas that will be reviewed less fre-
quently than required in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section are performing
adequately and that previous reviews
indicate few problems or that known
problems have been corrected. FNS re-
tains the authority for approving any
alternate schedule and may approve a
schedule in whole or in part. Until FNS
approval of an alternate schedule is ob-
tained, the State agency shall conduct

978



Food and Nutrition Service, USDA

reviews in accordance with paragraph
(b)(1) of this section.

(3) FNS may require the State agen-
cy to conduct additional on-site re-
views when a serious problem is de-
tected in a project area which could re-
sult in a substantial dollar or service
loss.

(4) State agencies shall also establish
a system for monitoring those project
areas’ operations which experience a
significant influx of migratory workers
during such migrations. This require-
ment may be satisfied by either sched-
uling ME reviews to coincide with such
migrations or by conducting special re-
views. As part of the review the State
agency shall contact local migrant
councils, advocate groups, or other or-
ganizations in the project area to en-
sure that migrants are receiving the
required services.

[Amdt. 160, 45 FR 15900, Mar. 11, 1980, as
amended by Amdt. 262, 49 FR 50597, Dec. 31,
1984; Amdt. 266, 52 FR 3408, Feb. 4, 1987]

§275.6 Management units.

(a) Establishment of management units.
For the purpose of ME reviews, State
agencies may, subject to FNS approval,
establish ‘“‘management units’” which
are different from project areas des-
ignated by FNS for participation in the
program. For example, State-estab-
lished welfare districts, regions or
other administrative structures within
a State may be so designated. Manage-
ment units can be designated as either
large, medium, or small for purposes of
frequency of review. However, estab-
lishment of management units solely
for the purpose of reducing the fre-
quency of review will not be approved
by FNS.

(b) FNS approval of management units.
State agencies shall submit requests
for establishment of management units
to FNS, which shall have final author-
ity for approval of such units as well as
any changes in those previously ap-
proved by FNS.

(1) The following minimum criteria
must be met prior to requesting FNS
approval:

(i) The proposed management unit
must correspond with existing State-
established welfare districts, regions,
or other administrative structures; and

§275.7

(ii) The unit must have supervisory
control over SNAP operations within
that geographic area and have author-
ity for implementation of corrective
action.

(2) In submitting the request for FNS
approval, the State agency shall in-
clude the following information regard-
ing the proposed management unit:

(i) That the proposed management
unit meets the minimum criteria de-
scribed in paragraphs (b)(1) (i) and (ii)
of this section;

(ii) Geographic coverage, including
the names of the counties/project areas
within the unit and the identification
(district or region number) and loca-
tion (city) of the office which has su-
pervisory control over the management
unit;

(iii) SNAP participation, including
the number of persons and number of
households;

(iv) The number of certification of-
fices;

(v) The number of issuance units;

(vi) The dollar value of allotments
issued as reflected in the most recent
available data; and

(vii) Any other relevant information.

[Amdt. 160, 45 FR 15900, Mar. 11, 1980; 45 FR
23637, Apr. 8, 1980, as amended by Amdt. 266,
52 FR 3408, Feb. 4, 1987]

§275.7 Selection of sub-units for re-
view.

(a) Definition of sub-units. Sub-units
are the physical locations of organiza-
tional entities within project areas re-
sponsible for operating various aspects
of SNAP and include but are not lim-
ited to certification offices, call cen-
ters, and employment and training of-
fices.

(b) Selection of Sub-units for Review.
State agencies shall select a represent-
ative number of sub-units of each cat-
egory for review in order to determine
a project area’s compliance with pro-
gram standards.

[Amdt. 160, 45 FR 15900, Mar. 11, 1980; 45 FR
23638, Apr. 8, 1980; 45 FR 46784, July 11, 1980,
as amended by Amdt. 266, 52 FR 3408, Feb. 4,
1987; 81 FR 2741, Jan. 19, 2016]
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