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§271.1 General purpose and scope.

(a) Purpose of SNAP. SNAP is designed to
promote the general welfare and to safeguard
the health and well-being of the Nation’s
population by raising the levels of nutrition
among low-income households. In keeping
with section 2 of the Food and Nutrition Act
of 2008, the USDA established SNAP under
the Act as the limited food purchasing power
of low-income households contributes to
hunger and malnutrition among members of
such households. The increased utilization of
food in establishing and maintaining ade-
quate national levels of nutrition also pro-
motes the distribution in a beneficial man-
ner of the Nation’s agricultural abundance
and strengthens the Nation’s agricultural
economy, as well as result in more orderly
marketing and distribution of foods. To al-
leviate hunger and malnutrition, SNAP per-
mits low-income households to obtain a
more nutritious diet through normal chan-
nels of trade by increasing food purchasing
power for all eligible households who apply
for participation. SNAP includes as a pur-
pose to assist low-income adults in obtaining
employment and increasing their earnings.
Such employment and earnings, along with
program benefits, permits low-income house-
holds to obtain a more nutritious diet
through normal channels of trade by increas-
ing food purchasing power for all eligible
households who apply for participation.

* * * * *

§271.2 Definitions.

Access device means any card, plate,
code, account number, or other means
of access that can be used alone, or in
conjunction with another access de-
vice, to obtain payments, allotments,
benefits, money, goods, or other things
of value, or that can be used to initiate
a transfer of funds under the Food and
Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended.

Active case means a household which
was certified prior to, or during, the
sample month and issued SNAP bene-
fits for the sample month.

Active case error rate means an esti-
mate of the proportion of cases with an
error in the determination of eligi-
bility or basis of issuance. This esti-
mate will be expressed as a percentage
of the completed active quality control
reviews excluding all results from
cases processed by SSA personnel or
participating in a demonstration
project identified by FNS as having
certification rules that are signifi-

§271.2

cantly different from standard require-
ments.

Adequate notice in a periodic report-
ing system such as monthly reporting
or quarterly reporting means a written
notice that includes a statement of the
action the agency has taken or intends
to take; the reason for the intended ac-
tion; the household’s right to request a
fair hearing; the name of the person to
contact for additional information; the
availability of continued benefits; and
the liability of the household for any
overissuances received while awaiting
a fair hearing if the hearing official’s
decision is adverse to the household.
Depending on the timing of a State’s
system and the timeliness of report
submission by participating house-
holds, such notice may be received
prior to agency action, at the time re-
duced benefits are received, or, if bene-
fits are terminated, at the time bene-
fits would have been received if they
had not been terminated. In all cases,
however, participants will be allowed
ten days from the mailing date of the
notice to contest the agency action and
to have benefits restored to their pre-
vious level. If the 10-day period ends on
a weekend or a holiday and a request is
received the day after the weekend or
holiday, the State agency shall con-
sider the request to be timely.

Alien Status Verification Index (ASVI)
means the automated database main-
tained by the United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS)
which may be accessed by State agen-
cies to verify immigration status.

Allotment means the total value of
benefits a household is authorized to
receive during each month or other
time period.

Application form means: (1) The appli-
cation form designed or approved by
FNS, which is completed by a house-
hold member or authorized representa-
tive; or

(2) For households consisting solely
of public assistance or general assist-
ance recipients, it may also mean the
application form used to apply for pub-
lic assistance or general assistance, in-
cluding attachments approved by FNS,
which is completed by a household
member or authorized represen- tative.

Assessment an in-depth evaluation of
employability skills coupled with
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