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English speaking persons are aware of 
other program information? If a signifi-
cant proportion of the population in an 
area is comprised of non-English or 
limited-English speaking persons with 
a common language, the State agency 
must ensure that local agencies pro-
vide other program information, except 
application forms, to such persons in 
their appropriate language. 

§ 247.14 Other public assistance pro-
grams. 

(a) What information on other public 
assistance programs must the local agency 
provide to applicants? The local agency 
must provide applicants with written 
information on the following programs, 
and make referrals, as appropriate: 

(1) Supplemental security income 
benefits provided under Title XVI of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 
et seq.); 

(2) Medical assistance provided under 
Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396 et seq.), including medical 
assistance provided to a qualified Medi-
care beneficiary (42 U.S.C. 1395(p) and 
1396d(5)); and 

(3) The Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.). 

(b) Is the value of CSFP benefits count-
ed as income or resources for any other 
public assistance programs? No. The 
value of benefits received in CSFP may 
not be considered as income or re-
sources of participants or their fami-
lies for any purpose under Federal, 
State, or local laws, including laws re-
lating to taxation and public assist-
ance programs. 

[70 FR 47063, Aug. 11, 2005, as amended at 79 
FR 38751, July 9, 2014; 85 FR 68721, Oct. 30, 
2020] 

§ 247.15 Notification of eligibility or in-
eligibility of applicant. 

(a) What is the timeframe for notifying 
an applicant of eligibility or ineligibility 
for CSFP benefits? Local agencies must 
notify applicants of their eligibility or 
ineligibility for CSFP benefits, or their 
placement on a waiting list, within 10 
days from the date of application. 

(b) What must be included in the notifi-
cation of eligibility or ineligibility? The 
notification of eligibility must include 
information on the time, location, and 
means of food distribution, and the 

length of the certification period. Noti-
fication of ineligibility must be in 
writing, and must include the reason 
the applicant is not eligible, a state-
ment of the individual’s right to a fair 
hearing to appeal the decision, and a 
statement that informs the applicant 
that program standards are applied 
without discrimination by race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, or disability. 

§ 247.16 Certification period. 

(a) How long is the certification pe-
riod—(1) Minimum certification period. 
The State agency must establish cer-
tification periods that are not less than 
one year but not more than three years 
in duration. If the State agency choos-
es to establish a certification period 
that exceeds one year, the State must 
first receive approval from FNS by sub-
mitting a State Plan amendment. FNS 
shall approve State requests for a cer-
tification period exceeding one year on 
the condition that, on an annual basis, 
local agencies do the following: 

(i) Verify the address and continued 
interest of the participant; and 

(ii) Have sufficient reason to deter-
mine that the participant still meets 
the income eligibility standards, which 
may include a determination that the 
participant has a fixed income. 

(2) Temporary certification. An eligible 
CSFP applicant, including individuals 
on waiting lists, may be provided with 
a temporary monthly certification to 
fill any caseload slot resulting from 
nonparticipation by certified partici-
pants. 

(3) Recertification. Participants must 
be recertified following the application 
procedures outlined at § 247.8 in order 
to continue receiving program benefits 
beyond the expiration of their certifi-
cation period. 

(b) On what day of the final month 
does the certification period end? The cer-
tification period extends to the final 
day of the month in which eligibility 
expires. 

(c) Does the certification period end 
when a participant moves from the local 
area in which he or she was receiving 
benefits? No. The State agency must en-
sure that local agencies serve a CSFP 
participant who moves from another 
area to an area served by CSFP and 
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