
215 

RHS, RBS, RUS, FSA, USDA § 1948.68 

and items required prior to grant clos-

ing or construction starts. 

[44 FR 35984, June 19, 1979, as amended at 80 

FR 9888, Feb. 24, 2015] 

§ 1948.62 Environmental impact re-
quirements. 

(a) Issuance of grants and other ac-

tions taken under this subpart must 

comply with the environmental review 

requirements in accordance with 7 CFR 

part 1970. 

(b) Subsequent to an energy impact 

area designation by the Governor and 

establishment of priorities, the Rural 

Development State Director, in con-

sultation with the Governor, shall de-

fine the geographic boundaries or oth-

erwise delineate the areas which will 

be studied for environmental impacts. 

(c) Boundaries shall define the area 

within which the environmental im-

pacts of the proposed action can be rea-

sonably studied. Proper delineation of 

impact areas will avoid duplication of 

effort by using one assessment or im-

pact statement to study a broad area 

rather than numerous overlapping doc-

uments prepared for smaller projects. 

[44 FR 35984, June 19, 1979, as amended at 49 

FR 3764, Jan. 30, 1984; 81 FR 11032, Mar. 2, 

2016] 

§ 1948.63 Historic preservation re-
quirements. 

The policies and regulations con-

tained in part 1901, subpart F, of this 

chapter apply to this program. 

§ 1948.64 Equal opportunity require-
ments. 

The policies and regulations con-

tained in part 1901, subpart E, of this 

chapter apply to grants made under 

this program. 

§ 1948.65 Relocation Act requirements. 

The policies and regulations con-

tained in title 7, subtitle A, part 21 of 

the Code of Federal Regulations (Uni-

form Relocation Assistance and Real 

Property Acquisition Policies Act of 

1970) will apply to site development and 

acquisition grants and other actions 

under this program. 

§ 1948.66 [Reserved] 

§ 1948.67 Procedure for designation. 

(a) Local governments may request 
the Governor of the State in which 
they are located to designate an area 
served by them as an energy impacted 
area. 

(b) The Governor will define the geo-
graphic area of a designated area con-
sistent with the nature of the impact 
and the socio-economic integration of 
the area. 

(c) The Governor may designate an 
area as an energy impacted area based 
on the criteria contained in this sub-
part. 

§ 1948.68 Criteria for designation. 

(a) An area designated by the Gov-
ernor must have the following charac-
teristics: 

(1) During the most recent calendar 
year, the eligible employment in coal 
or uranium development activities 
within the area has increased by eight 
percent or more from the preceding 
year, or such employment (as projected 
by generally acceptable estimates) will 
increase by eight percent (of the eligi-
ble employment in the year of the des-
ignation) or more per year during each 
of the next three calendar years. 

(2) Because of increased employment 
in coal or uranium development activi-
ties, a shortage of housing, inadequate 
public facilities, or services exists or 
will exist in the area. Such shortages 
or inadequacies may be demonstrated 
by: Housing shortage statistics; higher 
occupancy rates of substandard houses 
than has historically occurred within 
the area; an increase (for which data or 
projected data is available) in eligible 
employment from the year of the des-
ignation of at least 100 workers and 
one-half of one percent of the des-
ignated area’s population; or data 
showing that available public facilities 
and services in the area are below gen-
erally accepted standards due to the in-
creased demand resulting from coal 
and uranium development activities. 

(3) Available State and local finan-
cial resources are inadequate to meet 
the public need for housing or public 
facilities and services at present or in 
the next three years. In making this 
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