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(D) The vessel is in compliance with
the video monitoring requirements de-
scribed at §679.28(k).

(E) The Observer Program is notified
by phone at 1 (907) 581-2060 (Dutch Har-
bor, AK) or 1 (907) 481-1770 (Kodiak, AK)
at least 24 hours prior to departure
when the vessel will be carrying an ob-
server who has not previously been de-
ployed on that vessel within the last 12
months. Subsequent to the vessel’s de-
parture notification, but prior to de-
parture, NMFS may contact the vessel
to arrange for a pre-cruise meeting.
The pre-cruise meeting must mini-
mally include the vessel operator or
manager and any observers assigned to
the vessel.

(ii) NMFS will use the weight of all
catch that passes over the scale for the
purposes of accounting for Pacific cod
catch.

(iii) At the time NMFS approves the
scale used to weigh Pacific cod, NMFS
will provide the vessel owner or oper-
ator with one of the following designa-
tions on the scale inspection report
that will be used for catch accounting
of Pacific cod for the duration of the
approval period:

(A) Scale prior to bleeding. If the scale
is located before the location where
Pacific cod are bled, a PRR of 1.00 will
be applied to all catch weighed on the
motion-compensated scale.

(B) Scale between bleeding and holding
area. If Pacific cod are bled before
being weighed and prior to the bleeding
holding area, a PRR of 0.99 will be ap-
plied to all catch weighed on the scale.

(C) Scale after holding area. If Pacific
cod are bled and placed in a bleeding
holding area before being weighed, a
PRR of 0.98 will be applied to all catch
weighed on the scale.

(c) Electronic logbooks. The operator
of a vessel subject to paragraph (b) of
this section at any time during a year
must comply with the requirements for
electronic logbooks at §679.5(f) at all
times during that year.

[77 FR 59061, Sept. 26, 2012, as amended at 77
FR 70103, Nov. 21, 2012; 79 FR 68616, Nov. 18,
2014; 83 FR 30533, June 29, 2018]

Subpart J [Reserved]

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-23 Edition)
Subpart K—Halibut Deck Sorting

SOURCE: 84 FR 55054, Oct. 15, 2019, unless
otherwise noted.

§679.120 Halibut deck sorting.

(a) Applicability. The owner and oper-
ator of a mothership or catcher/proc-
essor using trawl gear in the non-pol-
lock groundfish fisheries in the Gulf of
Alaska and the Bering Sea and Aleu-
tian Islands Management Area must
comply with the requirements of this
section when participating in halibut
deck sorting as defined at §679.2.

(b) Catch monitoring requirements—(1)
Catch weighing. When halibut deck
sorting, all catch, except halibut sorted
on deck, must be weighed on a NMFS-
approved scale in compliance with the
scale requirements at §679.28(b). Each
haul must be weighed separately, all
catch must be made available for sam-
pling by a NMFS-certified observer,
and no sorting of catch, except halibut
sorted on deck, may take place prior to
weighing. When halibut deck sorting,
no fish may be weighed on a NMFS-ap-
proved scale used to weigh catch at sea
unless two observers are available to
complete data collection duties, one on
deck and one in the factory. A visual
signal, specified in paragraph (e)(8) of
this section, must be used to indicate
when catch may not be weighed.

(2) Observer sampling station. An ob-
server sampling station meeting the re-
quirements at §679.28(d) must be avail-
able at all times.

(3) Observer coverage requirements.
Comply with the observer coverage re-
quirements at §679.51(a)(2).

(4) Sample storage. Provide a storage
space sufficient to accommodate a
minimum of 10 observer sampling bas-
kets. This space must be within or ad-
jacent to the observer sampling sta-
tion.

(5) Vessel crew in tanks or bins. Com-
ply with the bin monitoring standards
at §679.28(1)(1).

(6) Observer deck sampling station. An
observer deck sampling station meet-
ing the requirements at §679.28(d)(9)
must be available at all times.

(T) Video monitoring. Comply with the
video monitoring standards specified at
§679.28(1).
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(c) Pre-cruise meeting. Notify the Ob-
server Program by phone at 1 (907) 581-
2060 (Dutch Harbor, AK) or 1 (907) 481-
1770 (Kodiak, AK) at least 24 hours
prior to departure when the vessel will
be carrying an observer who has not
previously been deployed on that vessel
within the last 12 months. Subsequent
to the vessel’s departure notification,
but prior to departure, NMFS may con-
tact the vessel to arrange for a pre-
cruise meeting. The pre-cruise meeting
must minimally include the vessel op-
erator or manager and any observers
assigned to the vessel.

(d) Deck Safety Plan. Annually submit
and have an approved Deck Safety Plan
prior to participating in halibut deck
sorting. The owner and operator must
comply with all the requirements de-
scribed in the NMFS-approved Deck
Safety Plan.

(1) Deck Safety Plan requirements. A
Deck Safety Plan must:

(i) Describe the route for observers to
safely access and leave the deck sam-
pling station and specify locations
where observers may shelter during
gear retrieval and movement.

(i1) Describe hazardous areas and po-
tentially hazardous conditions that
could be encountered on deck.

(iii) Describe communication proce-
dures to inform the observer when it is
safe to access the deck. These proce-
dures must identify who will tell the
observer it is safe to access the deck,
how that communication will happen,
and how they will communicate with
the observer if a new safety hazard
arises while on deck.

(iv) List personal protective equip-
ment that must be worn by the ob-
server while on deck.

(v) List all personnel the observer
may contact to report safety issues, in-
cluding safety hazards identified by the
observer that are not covered by the
Deck Safety Plan, deviations from the
Deck Safety Plan, and any conditions
that would require the suspension of
halibut deck sorting.

(vi) Provide procedures to ensure the
observer’s safety while working in the
deck sampling station.

(vii) Include a scale drawing showing
the deck sampling station, the routes
to access and exit the deck sampling
station, emergency muster location,

§679.120

and safety hazards that could be en-
countered on deck.

(2) Approval. NMFS will approve a
Deck Safety Plan if it meets the re-
quirements specified in paragraph
(d)(1) of this section. The vessel must
be inspected by NMFS prior to ap-
proval of the Deck Safety Plan to en-
sure that the vessel conforms to the
elements addressed in the Deck Safety
Plan. NMFS will normally complete its
review of the Deck Safety Plan within
14 working days of receiving a com-
plete Deck Safety Plan and conducting
a Deck Safety Plan inspection. If
NMF'S disapproves a Deck Safety Plan,
the vessel owner and operator may re-
submit a revised Deck Safety Plan or
file an administrative appeal as set
forth under the administrative appeals
procedures set out at 15 CFR part 906.

(3) Deck Safety Plan inspection. The
vessel owner and operator must submit
a complete Deck Safety Plan to NMFS
by fax (206-526-4066) or email
(station.inspections@noaa.gov) at least
10 working days in advance of the re-
quested date of inspection.

(4) Location. Deck Safety Plan inspec-
tions will be conducted on vessels tied
up at docks in Kodiak, Alaska, Dutch
Harbor, Alaska, and in the Puget
Sound area of Washington State.

(5) Changes to the Deck Safety Plan.
The vessel owner and operator may
propose a change to the Deck Safety
Plan by submitting a Deck Safety Plan
addendum to NMFS. NMFS may re-
quire a Deck Safety Plan inspection
described at paragraph (d)(3) of this
section before approving the adden-
dum.

(e) Vessel operator responsibilities. The
operator of a vessel subject to this sec-
tion must comply with the following:

(1) Deck sorting safety meeting. Provide
the observer with a copy of the NMFS-
approved Deck Safety Plan and make
available all other applicable inspec-
tion reports described at §679.28. The
deck sorting safety meeting must be
conducted prior to departing port and
must include the observer, vessel oper-
ator, and key crew member who will be
responsible for providing notification
or reasonable assistance during halibut
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deck sorting. All elements of the ves-
sel’s Deck Safety Plan must be re-
viewed with the observer during this
meeting.

(2) Observer notification. Before hal-
ibut deck sorting, notify the observer
at least 15 minutes prior to bringing
fish on board.

(3) Observer present. Conduct halibut
deck sorting only when an observer is
present in the deck sampling station.

(4) Time limit. Conduct halibut deck
sorting only within the time limit indi-
cated on the Observer Sampling Sta-
tion Inspection Report. The time limit
begins when the codend is opened on
deck. When the time limit is reached,
all halibut deck sorting must stop.

(5) Single sorting pathway. Convey all
halibut sorted on deck to the observer
deck sampling station via a single
pathway.

(6) Careful handling. Handle all hal-
ibut sorted on deck with a minimum of
injury.

(7 Sorting pace. Do not pressure or
rush the observer to move halibut
through the sampling process faster
than the observer can handle.

(8) Visual signal. Use a visual signal
to indicate to vessel crew when catch
may not to be weighed on a NMFS-ap-
proved scale specified in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section. The visual signal
must be on the conveyor belt adjacent
to the flow scale and visible in the view
of a camera required at §679.28(b)(8).

§679.121 [Reserved]

Subpart L—Pacific Cod Trawl
Cooperative Program

SOURCE: 88 FR 53735, Aug. 8, 2023, unless
otherwise noted.

§679.130 Allocation, use, and transfer
of PCTC Program QS permits.

(a) Applicable areas and seasons. (1)
The PCTC Program applies to the Pa-
cific cod trawl catcher vessel sector in
the BSAI as defined at
§679.20(a)(7)(ii)(A).

(2) The following fishing seasons
apply to fishing under this subpart sub-
ject to other provisions of this part:

(i) Fishing by vessels participating in
a cooperative is authorized for the
PCTC Program A season from 1200

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-23 Edition)

hours, A.l.t., January 20 through 1200
hours, A.l.t., April 1.

(ii) Fishing by vessels participating
in a cooperative is authorized for the
PCTC Program B season from 1200
hours, A.l.t., April 1 through 1200
hours, A.l.t., June 10.

(iii) The PCTC Program does not
apply to the Pacific cod trawl catcher
vessel C season, as defined at
§679.23(e)(5)({1)(C)(T).

(b) Pacific cod legal landings. Pacific
cod legal landings means the retained
catch of Pacific cod caught using trawl
gear in a management area in the BSAI
by a catcher vessel during the directed
fishing season for Pacific cod that:

(1) Was made in compliance with
State and Federal regulations in effect
at that time; and

(2) Was recorded on a State of Alaska
fish ticket for shoreside deliveries or in
observer data for mothership deliv-
eries; and

(3) Was the predominately retained
species on the fishing trip; and

(4) Was authorized by:

(i) An LLP license and caught in the
A or B season of a Federal or parallel
groundfish fishery during the quali-
fying years 2009 through 2019; or

(ii) An LLP license with a transfer-
able AI endorsement prior to receiving
the AI endorsement and was caught in
a parallel fishery between January 20,
2004, and September 13, 2009; and

(5) Was not made in a CDQ fishery;
and

(6) Was not made in a State of Alaska
GHL fishery.

(c) Eligible PCTC Program harvesters.
NMFS will assign Pacific cod legal
landings to an LLP license only if the
qualifying Pacific cod legal landings of
BSAI trawl catcher vessel Pacific cod
were made under the authority of a
fully transferable LLP license endorsed
for BS or AI Pacific cod with a trawl
gear designation from 2009 through 2019
or under the authority of an LLP li-
cense endorsed for Pacific cod with a
trawl gear designation prior to earning
a transferable AI endorsement from
2004 through September 13, 2009;

(d) Assigning trawl catcher vessel Pa-
cific cod legal landings to an LLP license.
(1) NMFS will assign Pacific cod legal
landings to an LLP license in the form
of PCTC Program QS only if the holder
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