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Fishery Conservation and Management § 679.1 

EXEMPT AFA CATCHER VESSELS IS PRO-
HIBITED 

TABLE 56 TO PART 679—GOA SPECIES AND 
SPECIES GROUPS FOR WHICH DIRECTED 
FISHING FOR SIDEBOARD LIMITS BY NON- 
EXEMPT AFA CATCHER VESSELS IS PRO-
HIBITED 

TABLE 57 TO PART 679—GROUNDFISH LLP LI-
CENSES WITH BERING SEA OR ALEUTIAN IS-
LANDS AREA AND CATCHER/PROCESSOR OP-
ERATION ENDORSEMENTS ELIGIBLE FOR A 
BSAI PACIFIC COD TRAWL MOTHERSHIP 
ENDORSEMENT 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq.; 1801 et seq.; 
3631 et seq.; Pub. L. 108–447; Pub. L. 111–281. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 679 appear at 61 FR 56438, Nov. 1, 1996; 62 
FR 2047, Jan. 15, 1997; 66 FR 27909, May 21, 
2001; 67 FR 79739, Dec. 30, 2002; and 77 FR 6502, 
Feb. 8, 2012. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 679.1 Purpose and scope. 
Regulations in this part were devel-

oped by the Council under the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) and the 
Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 
(Halibut Act). Along with part 600 of 
this chapter, these regulations imple-
ment the following: 

(a) Fishery Management Plan for 
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska. (1) Reg-
ulations in this part govern commer-
cial fishing for groundfish in the GOA 
by vessels of the United States (see 
subparts A, B, D, and E of this part). 

(2) The following State of Alaska reg-
ulations are not preempted by this part 
for vessels regulated under this part 
fishing for demersal shelf rockfish in 
the Southeast Outside District, and 
which are registered under the laws of 
the State of Alaska: 5 AAC 28.111, fish-
ing seasons; 5 AAC 28.130, gear; 5 AAC 
28.160, harvest guidelines; 5 AAC 28.190, 
harvest of bait by commercial permit 
holders. 

(b) Fishery Management Plan for 
Groundfish of the Bering Sea and Aleu-
tian Islands Management Area. Regula-
tions in this part govern commercial 
fishing for groundfish in the BSAI by 
vessels of the United States (see sub-
parts A, B, C, D, and E of this part). 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) IFQ Program for sablefish and hal-

ibut. The IFQ management measures 

for the commercial fisheries that use 
fixed gear to harvest sablefish and hal-
ibut (see subparts A, B, D, and E of this 
part). 

(1) Sablefish. (i) Regulations in this 
part govern commercial fishing for sa-
blefish by vessels of the United States: 

(A) Using fixed gear within that por-
tion of the GOA and the BSAI over 
which the United States exercises ex-
clusive fishery management authority; 
and 

(B) Using fixed gear in waters of the 
State of Alaska adjacent to the BSAI 
and the GOA, provided that aboard 
such vessels are persons who currently 
hold sablefish quota shares, sablefish 
IFQ permits, or sablefish IFQ hired 
master permits. 

(ii) Regulations in this part do not 
govern commercial fishing for sablefish 
in Prince William Sound or under a 
State of Alaska limited entry program. 

(2) Halibut. Regulations in this part 
govern commercial fishing for halibut 
by vessels of the United States using 
fixed gear, as that term is defined in 50 
CFR 679.2, in and off of Alaska. 

(e) Western Alaska Community Develop-
ment Quota (CDQ) Program. Regulations 
in this part govern the Western Alaska 
CDQ Program (see subparts A, B, C, D, 
and E of this part). The purpose of the 
program is specified in 16 U.S.C. 
1855(i)(1)(A). 

(f) Groundfish and Halibut Observer 
Program. Regulations in this part gov-
ern elements of the Groundfish and 
Halibut Observer Program. 

(g) Fishery Management Plan for Ber-
ing Sea/Aleutian Islands King and Tanner 
Crabs. Regulations in this part govern 
commercial fishing for king and Tan-
ner crab in the Bering Sea and Aleu-
tian Islands Area by vessels of the 
United States, and supersede State of 
Alaska regulations applicable to the 
commercial king and Tanner crab fish-
eries in the Bering Sea and Aleutians 
Islands Area EEZ that are determined 
to be inconsistent with the FMP (see 
subpart A, B, and E of this part). Addi-
tional regulations governing commer-
cial fishing for, and processing of, king 
and Tanner crab managed pursuant to 
section 313(j) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act and the Crab Rationalization Pro-
gram are codified at 50 CFR part 680. 
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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–22 Edition) § 679.2 

(h) Fishery Management Plan for the 
Scallop Fishery off Alaska. (1) Regula-
tions in this part govern commercial 
fishing for scallops in the Federal 
waters off Alaska by vessels of the 
United States (see subpart A of this 
part). 

(2) State of Alaska laws and regula-
tions that are consistent with the FMP 
and with the regulations in this part 
apply to vessels of the United States 
that are fishing for scallops in the Fed-
eral waters off Alaska. 

(i) Fishery Management Plan for the 
Salmon Fisheries in the EEZ Off Alaska 
(Salmon FMP)—(1) Regulations in this 
part govern commercial fishing for 
salmon by fishing vessels of the United 
States in the West Area of the Salmon 
Management Area. 

(2) State of Alaska laws and regula-
tions that are consistent with the 
Salmon FMP and with the regulations 
in this part apply to vessels of the 
United States that are commercial and 
sport fishing for salmon in the East 
Area of the Salmon Management Area. 

(j) License Limitation Program (LLP). 
(1) Regulations in this part implement 
the LLP for the commercial groundfish 
fisheries in the EEZ off Alaska and the 
LLP for the commercial crab fisheries 
in the Bering Sea and Aleutians Islands 
Area. 

(2) Regulations in this part govern 
the commercial fishing for groundfish 
under the LLP by vessels of the United 
States using authorized gear within 
the GOA and the Bering Sea and Aleu-
tians Islands Area and the commercial 
fishing for crab species under the LLP 
by vessels of the United States using 
authorized gear within the Bering Sea 
and Aleutians Islands Area. 

(k) American Fisheries Act and AI di-
rected pollock fishery measures. Regula-
tions in this part were developed by 
NMFS and the Council under the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Act, the American Fish-
eries Act (AFA), and the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2004 to govern 
commercial fishing for BSAI pollock 
according to the requirements of the 
AFA and the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act of 2004. This part also governs 
payment and collection of the loan, 
under the AFA, the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, and Title XI of the Merchant Ma-
rine Act, 1936, made to all those per-

sons who harvest pollock from the di-
rected fishing allowance allocated to 
the inshore component under section 
206(b)(1) of the AFA. 

(l) Fishery Management Plan for Fish 
Resources of the Arctic Management 
Area. Regulations in this part govern 
commercial fishing for Arctic fish in 
the Arctic Management Area by vessels 
of the United States (see this subpart 
and subpart B of this part). 

[61 FR 31230, June 19, 1996] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 679.1, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 679.2 Definitions. 
In addition to the definitions in the 

Magnuson-Stevens Act and in part 600 
of this chapter, the terms used in this 
part have the following meanings: 

ABC reserve means, for purposes of 
flathead sole, rock sole, and yellowfin 
sole in the BSAI, an amount, not to ex-
ceed the ABC surplus, that may be re-
duced for social, economic, or ecologi-
cal considerations according to 
§ 679.20(b)(1)(iii). 

ABC surplus means, for purposes of 
flathead sole, rock sole, and yellowfin 
sole in the BSAI, the difference be-
tween each species’ annual ABC and 
TAC. 

Active/inactive periods means for 
longline or pot gear catcher vessel, see 
§ 679.5(c)(3)(iv)(A)(1); for longline or pot 
gear catcher/processor, see 
§ 679.5(c)(3)(iv)(B)(1); for trawl gear 
catcher vessel, see § 679.5(c)(4)(iv)(A)(1); 
for trawl gear catcher/processor, see 
§ 679.5(c)(4)(iv)(B)(1); for shoreside proc-
essor or SFP, see § 679.5(c)(5)(ii); for 
mothership, see § 679.5(c)(6)(iv). 

Adequate evidence, for purposes of 
subpart E of this part, means informa-
tion sufficient to support the reason-
able belief that a particular act or 
omission has occurred. 

ADF&G means the State of Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game. 

ADF&G fish ticket number means a 
nine-digit number designated by one 
alphabet letter (i.e., G = groundfish), 
two numbers that identify the year 
(i.e., 98), followed by six numbers. 

ADF&G processor code means State of 
Alaska Department of Fish & Game 
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