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accordance with §660.113(a). In addi-
tion, fish buyers shall retain records in
accordance with the following para-
graphs: §660.113(b)(5) for the
Shorebased IFQ Program, §660.113(c)(5)
for the MS Coop Program, and
§660.113(d)(5) for the C/P Coop Program.

(ii) Reporting, including annual report.
Each fish buyer shall submit reports in
accordance with the following para-
graphs: §660.113(b)(5) for the
Shorebased IFQ Program, §660.113(c)(5)
for the MS Coop Program, and
§660.113(d)(5) for the C/P Coop Program.
The fish buyer must submit a cost re-
covery form along with fee payment to
NMFS. By March 31 each year, fish
buyers in the MS Coop Program must
submit an annual report to NMFS con-
taining information from the preceding
calendar year as specified at
§660.113(c)(5).

(iii) Audits. NMFS or its agents may
audit, in whatever manner NMFS de-
termines reasonably necessary for the
duly diligent administration of the
cost recovery program, the financial
records of fish buyers and fish sellers in
order to ensure proper fee payment,
collection, deposit, disbursement, ac-
counting, recordkeeping, and report-
ing. Fish buyers and fish sellers must
respond to any inquiry by NMFS or a
NMFS agent within 20 calendar days of
the date of issuance of the inquiry, un-
less an extension is granted by NMFS.
Fish buyers and fish sellers shall make
all relevant records available to NMFS
or NMFS’ agents at reasonable times
and places and promptly provide all re-
quested information reasonably related
to these records. NMFS may employ a
third party agent to conduct the au-
dits. The NMFS auditor may review
and request copies of additional data
provided by the submitter, including
but not limited to, previously audited
or reviewed financial statements,
worksheets, tax returns, invoices, re-
ceipts, and other original documents
substantiating the data submitted.

[78 FR 75280, Dec. 11, 2013, as amended at 84
FR 68808, Dec. 17, 2019]
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§660.120 Trawl fishery—crossover pro-
visions.

The crossover provisions listed at
§660.60(h)(7), apply to vessels fishing in
the limited entry trawl fishery.

[76 FR 74740, Dec. 1, 2011]

§660.130 Trawl fishery—management
measures.

(a) General. This section applies to
the limited entry trawl fishery. Most
species taken in the limited entry
trawl fishery will be managed with
quotas (see §660.140), allocations or set-
asides (see §660.150 or §660.160), or cu-
mulative trip limits (see trip limits in
Tables 1 (North) and 1 (South) of this
subpart), size limits (see §660.60 (h)(5)),
seasons (see Pacific whiting at
§660.131(b), subpart D), gear restric-
tions (see paragraphs (b) and (c¢) of this
section) and closed areas (see para-
graphs (c) and (e) of this section and
§§660.70 through 660.79). The limited
entry trawl fishery has gear require-
ments and harvest limits that differ by
the type of groundfish trawl gear on
board and the area fished. Groundfish
vessels operating south of Point Con-
ception must adhere to CCA restric-
tions (see paragraph (e)(1) of this sec-
tion and §660.70). The trip limits in Ta-
bles 1 (North) and 1 (South) of this sub-
part applies to vessels participating in
the limited entry trawl fishery and
may not be exceeded. Federal commer-
cial groundfish regulations are not in-
tended to supersede any more restric-
tive state commercial groundfish regu-
lations relating to federally-managed
groundfish.

(b) Trawl gear requirements and restric-
tions. Trawl nets may be fished with or
without otter boards, and may use
warps or cables to herd fish.

(1) Bottom trawl gear—(i) Large
footrope trawl gear. Liines or ropes that
run parallel to the footrope may not be
augmented with material encircling or
tied along their length such that they
have a diameter larger than 19 inches
(48 cm). For enforcement purposes, the
footrope will be measured in a straight
line from the outside edge to the oppo-
site outside edge at the widest part on
any individual part, including any indi-
vidual disk, roller, bobbin, or any other
device.
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(ii) Small footrope trawl gear. Liines or
ropes that run parallel to the footrope
may not be augmented with material
encircling or tied along their length
such that they have a diameter larger
than 8 inches (20 cm). For enforcement
purposes, the footrope will be measured
in a straight line from the outside edge
to the opposite outside edge at the
widest part on any individual part, in-
cluding any individual disk, roller,
bobbin, or any other device.

(A) Selective flatfish trawl gear. Selec-
tive flatfish trawl gear is a type of
small footrope trawl gear. The selec-
tive flatfish trawl net must be either a
two-seamed or four-seamed net with no
more than four riblines, excluding the
codend. The breastline may not be
longer than 3 ft (0.92 m) in length.
There may be no floats along the cen-
ter third of the headrope or attached to
the top panel except on the riblines.
The footrope must be less than 105 ft
(32.26 m) in length. The headrope must
be not less than 30 percent longer than
the footrope. The headrope shall be
measured along the length of the
headrope from the outside edge to the
opposite outside edge. An explanatory
diagram of a selective flatfish trawl
net is provided as Figure 1 of part 660,
subpart D.

(B) [Reserved]

(2) Midwater (pelagic or off-bottom)
trawl gear. Midwater trawl gear must
have unprotected footropes at the
trawl mouth, and must not have roll-
ers, bobbins, tires, wheels, rubber discs,
or any similar device anywhere on any
part of the net. The footrope of
midwater gear may not be enlarged by
encircling it with chains or by any
other means. Ropes or lines running
parallel to the footrope of midwater
trawl gear must be bare and may not
be suspended with chains or any other
materials. Sweep lines, including the
bottom leg of the bridle, must be bare.
For at least 20 ft (6.15 m) immediately
behind the footrope or headrope, bare
ropes or mesh of 16-inch (40.6-cm) min-
imum mesh size must completely en-
circle the net.

(c) Restrictions by limited entry trawl
gear type. Management measures may
vary depending on the type of trawl
gear (i.e., large footrope, small
footrope, selective flatfish, or
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midwater trawl gear) used and/or on
board a vessel during a fishing trip, cu-
mulative limit period, and the area
fished. Trawl nets may be used on and
off the seabed. For some species or spe-
cies groups, Table 1 (North) and Table
1 (South) of this subpart provide trip
limits that are specific to different
types of trawl gear: Large footrope,
small footrope (including selective flat-
fish), selective flatfish, midwater, and
multiple types. If Table 1 (North) and
Table 1 (South) of this subpart provide
gear specific limits or closed areas for
a particular species or species group,
prohibitions at §§660.12 and 660.112(a)(b)
apply. Additional conservation areas
applicable to vessels registered to lim-
ited entry permits with trawl endorse-
ments are listed at paragraph (e) of
this section.

(1) Fishing with large footrope trawl
gear—(i) North of 46°16’ N lat. It is un-
lawful for any vessel using large
footrope gear to fish for groundfish
shoreward of the trawl RCA, defined at
§660.11 and with latitude and longitude
coordinates at §§660.71 through 660.74.
The use of large footrope gear is al-
lowed where bottom trawling is al-
lowed seaward of the trawl RCA.

(ii) South of 46°16” N lat. It is unlawful
for any vessel using large footrope gear
to fish for groundfish shoreward of the
boundary line approximating the 100
fm (183 m) depth contour defined with
latitude and longitude coordinates at
§660.73. The use of large footrope gear
is allowed where bottom trawling is al-
lowed seaward of the boundary line ap-
proximating the 100 fm (183 m) depth
contour.

(2) Fishing with small footrope trawl
gear. The use of small footrope bottom
trawl gear is allowed in all areas where
bottom trawling is allowed with the
following requirements:

(i) Fishing with selective flatfish trawl
gear. The use of selective flatfish trawl
gear, a type of small footrope trawl
gear, is allowed in all areas where bot-
tom trawling is allowed. Selective flat-
fish trawl gear is required shoreward of
the boundary line approximating the
100 fm (183 m) depth contour between
42° N lat. and 40°10" N lat. and fishing
with all other types of small footrope
trawl gear is prohibited in this area.
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(ii) Salmon bycatch mitigation restric-
tions. The use of small footrope trawl,
other than selective flatfish trawl gear,
is prohibited between 42° N lat. and
40°10" N lat.

(iii) Salmon conservation area restric-
tions. The use of small footrope trawl,
other than of selective flatfish trawl
gear, is prohibited inside the Klamath
River Salmon Conservation Zone and
the Columbia River Salmon Conserva-
tion Zone (defined at §660.131(e)(8)).

(3) Fishing with limited entry midwater
trawl gear—(i) North of 40°10° N lat., lim-
ited entry midwater trawl gear is re-
quired for vessels declared into the Pa-
cific whiting fishery; limited entry
midwater trawl gear is allowed for ves-
sels declared into the non-whiting
Shorebased IFQ Program during the
Pacific whiting primary season.

(i1) South of 40°10° N lat., vessels de-
clared into limited entry midwater
trawl are prohibited from operating,
other than for the purpose of contin-
uous transiting with prohibited gear
stowed, shoreward of the boundary line
approximating the 150 fm (274 m) depth
contour, as defined with latitude and
longitude coordinates at §660.73. Ves-
sels declared limited entry midwater
trawl may operate seaward of a bound-
ary line approximating the 150 fm (274
m) depth contour. See also paragraph
(c)(4)(ii) of this section for additional
restrictions.

(4) More than one type of trawl gear on
board. The trip limits in Table 1
(North) or Table 1 (South) of this sub-
part must not be exceeded. A vessel
may not have both groundfish trawl
gear and non-groundfish trawl gear on-
board simultaneously. A vessel may
have more than one type of limited
entry trawl gear on board (midwater,
large or small footrope, including se-
lective flatfish trawl), either simulta-
neously or successively, during a cu-
mulative limit period except between
42° N lat. and 40°10" N lat. as described
in this section. If a vessel fishes both
north and south of 40°10° N lat. with
any type of small or large footrope
gear onboard the vessel at any time
during the cumulative limit period, the
most restrictive cumulative limit asso-
ciated with the gear on board would
apply for that trip and all catch would
be counted toward that cumulative

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-23 Edition)

limit (See crossover provisions at
§660.60(h)(7)). When operating in an ap-
plicable GCA, all trawl gear must be
stowed, consistent with prohibitions at
§660.112(a)(5)(i), unless authorized in
this section.

(1) Vessels operating morth of 40°10° N
lat.—(A) Limited entry bottom trawl
gears. A vessel may have more than one
type of limited entry bottom trawl
gear on board (large or small footrope,
including selective flatfish trawl), ei-
ther simultaneously or successively,
during a cumulative limit period with
the following exception: between 42° N
lat. and 40°10" N lat. and shoreward of
the boundary line approximating the
100 fm (183 m) depth contour defined
with latitude and longitude coordi-
nates at §660.73. In this area, vessels
may not have any type of small
footrope trawl gear other than selec-
tive flatfish trawl gear on board when
fishing, per prohibitions at
§660.112(a)(5)(1).

(B) Limited entry midwater trawl gears.
A vessel may have more than one type
of midwater groundfish trawl gear on
board, either simultaneously or succes-
sively, during a cumulative limit pe-
riod.

(C) Limited entry selective flatfish trawl
gear. If a vessel fishes exclusively with
selective flatfish trawl gear during an
entire cumulative limit period, then
the vessel is subject to the selective
flatfish trawl gear-cumulative limits
during that limit period, regardless of
whether the vessel is fishing shoreward
or seaward of the trawl RCA or the
boundary line approximating the 100
fm (183 m) depth contour defined with
latitude and longitude coordinates at
§660.73.

(D) Cumulative limits. If a vessel fishes
exclusively with large or small
footrope trawl gear during an entire
cumulative limit period, the vessel is
subject to the cumulative limits for
that gear. If more than one type of
groundfish bottom trawl gear (selec-
tive flatfish, large footrope, or small
footrope) is on board, either simulta-
neously or successively, at any time
during a cumulative limit period, then
the most restrictive cumulative limit
associated with the groundfish bottom
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trawl gear on board during that cumu-
lative limit period applies for the en-
tire cumulative limit period.

(i1) Vessels operating south of 40°10° N
lat.—(A) Limited entry bottom trawl
gears. A vessel may have more than one
type of limited entry bottom trawl
gear on board (large or small footrope,
including selective flatfish trawl), ei-
ther simultaneously or successively,
during a cumulative limit period.

(B) Limited entry midwater trawl gear.
Vessels may not operate, other than
transiting through, with limited entry
midwater trawl gear on board that is
not stowed, consistent with
§660.112(a)(5), in the area shoreward of
the boundary line approximating the
150 fm (274 m) depth contour defined
with latitude and longitude coordi-
nates at §660.73. If a vessel fishes with
limited entry bottom trawl gear in this
area, vessels may have midwater trawl
gear on board that is stowed, con-
sistent with §660.112(a)(5), and may fish
seaward of the boundary line approxi-
mating the 150 fm (274 m) depth con-
tour on the same trip with appropriate
declaration changes. Vessels with
groundfish on board harvested using
limited entry midwater trawl gear may
transit the area shoreward of the
boundary line approximating the 150
fm (274 m) depth contour defined with
latitude and longitude coordinates at
§660.73 if the midwater gear is stowed
consistent with §660.112(a)(5).

(d) Sorting. In addition to the require-
ments at §660.12(a)(8), the States of
Washington, Oregon, and California
may also require that vessels record
their landings as sorted on their state
landing receipt. Sector-specific sorting
requirements and exceptions are listed
at paragraphs (d)(2) and (d)(3) of this
section.

(1) Species and areas—(i) Coastwide.
Widow rockfish, canary rockfish,
darkblotched rockfish, yelloweye rock-
fish, shortbelly rockfish, black rock-
fish, blue/deacon rockfish, minor near-
shore rockfish, minor shelf rockfish,
minor slope rockfish, shortraker rock-
fish, rougheye/blackspotted rockfish,
shortspine and longspine thornyhead,
Dover sole, arrowtooth flounder,
petrale sole, starry flounder, English
sole, other flatfish, lingcod, sablefish,
Pacific cod, spiny dogfish, other fish,
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longnose skate, Pacific whiting, and
big skate.
(ii) North of 40°10' N lat. POP,

yvellowtail rockfish, Washington cab-
ezon/kelp greenling complex, Oregon
cabezon/kelp greenling complex, cab-
ezon off California; and

(iii) South of 40°10° N. lat. Minor shal-
low nearshore rockfish, minor deeper
nearshore rockfish, California
scorpionfish, chilipepper, bocaccio,
splitnose rockfish, Pacific sanddabs,
cowcod, bronzespotted rockfish,
blackgill rockfish and cabezon.

(2) Sorting requirements for the
Shorebased IFQ Program—i@i) First receiv-
ers. Fish landed at IFQ first receivers
(including shoreside processing facili-
ties and buying stations that intend to
transport catch for processing else-
where) must be sorted, prior to first
weighing after offloading from the ves-
sel and prior to transport away from
the point of landing, with the following
exception: Catch from a Pacific whit-
ing IFQ trip may be sorted after weigh-
ing as specified at §660.140(j)(2).

(ii) Catcher vessels. All catch must be
sorted to the species groups specified in
paragraph (d)(1) of this section for ves-
sels with limited entry permits, except
those engaged in maximized retention
while declared into a Pacific whiting
IFQ trip. The catch must not be dis-
carded from the vessel and the vessel
must not mix catch from hauls until
the observer has sampled the catch, un-
less otherwise allowed under the EM
Program requirements at §660.604 of
subpart J. Prohibited species must be
sorted according to the following spe-
cies groups: Dungeness crab, Pacific
halibut, Chinook salmon, other salm-
on. Non-groundfish species must be
sorted as required by the state of land-
ing.

(3) Sorting requirements for the MS
Coop and the C/P Coop Programs. (i)
Processing vessels in the MS and C/P
Coop Programs may use a bulk weigh-
ing scale in compliance with the equip-
ment requirement at §660.15(b) to de-
rive an accurate total catch weight
prior to sorting. Immediately following
weighing of the total catch, the catch
must be sorted to the species groups
specified in paragraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion and all catch of-groundfish and
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non-groundfish species must be accu-
rately accounted for and the weight of
all catch other than a single predomi-
nant species deducted from the total
catch weight to derive the weight of a
single predominant species.

(ii) If sorting occurs on a catcher ves-
sel in the MS Co-op Program, the catch
must not be discarded from the vessel
and the vessel must not mix catch from
hauls until the observer has sampled
the catch, or unless otherwise allowed
under the EM Program requirements at
§660.604 of subpart J.

(e) Groundfish conservation areas
(GCAs). GCAs are closed areas, defined
at §660.11, and using latitude and lon-
gitude coordinates specified at §§660.70
through 660.74, and §660.76.

(1) Cowcod conservation areas (CCAs).
This closure applies to vessels with
limited entry trawl gear on board.
Limited entry trawl vessels may tran-
sit through the Western CCA within
the transit corridor, defined at §660.70.

(2) Farallon islands. Under California
law, commercial fishing for all ground-
fish is prohibited around the Farallon
Islands, as defined at §660.70. Vessels
may transit through with all trawl
gear stowed.

(3) Cordell Banks. Commercial fishing
for groundfish is prohibited in waters
of depths less than 100-fm (183-m)
around Cordell Banks, defined at
§660.70. Vessels may transit through
with all trawl gear stowed.

(4) Trawl RCA. This GCA is off the
coast of Washington, between the US/
Canada border and 46°16" N lat. Bound-
aries for the trawl RCA applicable to
groundfish trawl vessels throughout
the year are provided in the header to
Table 1 (North) of this subpart and may
be modified by NMFS inseason pursu-
ant to §660.60(c). Prohibitions at
§660.112(a)(5) do not apply under the
following conditions and when the ves-
sel has a valid declaration for the al-
lowed fishing:

(i) Limited entry midwater trawl gear.
Limited entry midwater trawl gear
may be used within the trawl RCA by
vessels targeting Pacific whiting or
non-whiting when it is an authorized
gear type for the area and season. If a
vessel fishes in the trawl RCA using
midwater trawl gear, it may also fish
outside the trawl RCA with limited

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-23 Edition)

entry trawl gear on the same trip with
appropriate declaration changes.

(ii) Transiting. A vessel authorized to
operate in the trawl RCA may continu-
ously transit through the trawl RCA,
with or without groundfish on board,
with prohibited trawl gear stowed, as
defined at §660.111.

(5) Block area closures or BACs. BACs,
defined at §660.111, are applicable to
vessels with groundfish bottom trawl
or midwater trawl gear on board that
is not stowed, per the prohibitions in
§660.112(a)(5). When in effect, BACs are
areas closed to bottom trawl and/or
midwater trawl fishing. A vessel oper-
ating, for any purpose other than con-
tinuous transiting, in the BAC must
have prohibited trawl gear stowed, as
defined at §660.111. Nothing in these
Federal regulations supersedes any
state regulations that may prohibit
trawling shoreward of the fishery man-
agement area, defined at §660.11. Prohi-
bitions at §660.112(a)(5) do not apply
under any of the following conditions
and when the vessel has a valid dec-
laration for the allowed fishing:

(i) Trawl gear. Limited entry
midwater trawl gear and bottom trawl
gear may be used within the BAC only
when it is an authorized gear type for
the area and season, and not prohibited
by the BAC.

(ii) Transiting. A vessel authorized to
operate in a BAC may continuously
transit through the BAC, with or with-
out groundfish on board, with prohib-
ited trawl gear stowed, as defined at
§660.111.

(iii) Multiple gears. If a vessel fishes
in a BAC with an authorized groundfish
trawl gear, it may fish outside the BAC
on the same trip using another author-
ized trawl gear type for that area and
season, provided it makes the appro-
priate declaration change.

(6) Bycatch reduction areas or BRAS.
Vessels using midwater groundfish
trawl gear during the applicable Pa-
cific whiting primary season may be
prohibited from fishing shoreward of a
boundary line approximating the 75 fm
(137 m), 100 fm (183 m), 150 fm (274 m),
or 200 fm (366 m) depth contours.

(7)) Eureka management area midwater
trawl trip limits. No more than 10,000-1b
(4,536 kg) of whiting may be taken and
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retained, possessed, or landed by a ves-
sel that, at any time during a fishing
trip, fished with midwater groundfish
trawl gear in the fishery management
area shoreward of the boundary line
approximating the 100 fm (183 m) depth
contour in the KEureka management
area, defined at §660.11. See also
midwater trawl depth restrictions in
paragraph (c) of this section.

(8) Salmon conservation zones. Fishing
with midwater trawl gear and bottom
trawl gear, other than selective flatfish
trawl gear, is prohibited in the Klam-
ath River Salmon Conservation Zone
and the Columbia River Salmon Con-
servation Zone (defined at §660.111).

(f) Essential fish habitat conservation
areas. EFHCAs are defined at §660.11
and at §§660.76 through 660.79. EFHCASs
apply to vessels using bottom trawl
gear or to vessels using bottom contact
gear, defined at §660.11. Vessels may
transit through, with or without
groundfish on board, with all prohib-
ited gear stowed. EFHCAs closed to
bottom trawl gear are listed at
§660.112(a)(5)(v). EFHCAs off California
that are closed to bottom trawl gear,
except vessels fishing with a valid dec-
laration for demersal seine gear, are
listed in §660.112(a)(5)(vi). EFHCAs
closed to bottom contact gear are list-
ed at §660.12(a)(4), (16) and (17).

(g) Salmon bycatch. This fishery may
be closed through automatic action at
§660.60(d)(1)(iv) and (V).

[75 FR 60897, Oct. 1, 2010, as amended at 75 FR
78389, Dec. 15, 2010; 75 FR 82305, Dec. 30, 2010;
76 FR 27546, May 11, 2011; 76 FR 53837, Aug. 30,
2011; 76 FR 74741, Dec. 1, 2011; 78 FR 629, Jan.
3, 2013; 78 FR 68769, Nov. 15, 2013; 79 FR 71343,
Dec. 2, 2014; 80 FR 12590, Mar. 10, 2015; 80 FR
31860, June 4, 2015; 80 FR 77272, Dec. 14, 2015;
82 FR 9658, Feb. 7, 2017; 83 FR 62277, Dec. 3,
2018; 83 FR 64002, Dec. 12, 2018; 83 FR 66638,
Dec. 27, 2018; 84 FR 31159, June 28, 2019; 84 FR
49962, Sept. 24, 2019; 84 FR 63986, Nov. 19, 2019;
86 FR 10870, Feb. 23, 2021]

§660.131 Pacific whiting fishery man-
agement measures.

(a) General. This section applies to
the MS sector, the C/P sector, the Pa-
cific whiting IFQ fishery, and
Shorebased IFQ vessels targeting Pa-
cific whiting under trip limits outside
the Pacific whiting primary season.

(b) Pacific whiting primary seasons and
Pacific whiting trip limits—(1) Pacific
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whiting fishery primary seasons. (i) For
the Pacific whiting IFQ fishery, the
primary season is the period(s) of the
large-scale Pacific whiting target fish-
ery conducted after the primary season
start date.

(ii) For the C/P sector, the primary
season is the period(s) when catching
and at-sea processing are allowed (after
the season closes, at-sea processing of
any fish already on board the proc-
essing vessel is allowed to continue).

(iii) For vessels delivering to
motherships, the primary season is the
period(s) when catching and at-sea
processing is allowed for the MS sector
(after the season closes, at-sea proc-
essing of any fish already on board the
processing vessel is allowed to con-
tinue).

(2) Different primary season start dates.
North of 40°30" N. 1lat., different primary
season starting dates may be estab-
lished for the C/P Coop Program, the
MS Coop Program, and the Pacific
whiting IFQ fishery for vessels deliv-
ering to IFQ first receivers north of 42°
N. lat. and vessels delivering to IFQ
first receivers between 42° and 40°30" N.
lat.

(i) Procedures. The Pacific whiting
primary seasons north of 40°30" N. lat.
generally will be established according
to the procedures of the PCGFMP for
developing and implementing harvest
specifications and apportionments. The
season opening dates remain in effect
unless changed.

(ii) Criteria. The start of a Pacific
whiting primary season may be
changed based on a recommendation
from the Council and consideration of
the following factors, if applicable:
Size of the harvest guidelines for whit-
ing and bycatch species; age/size struc-
ture of the whiting population; ex-
pected harvest of bycatch and prohib-
ited species; availability and stock sta-
tus of prohibited species; expected par-
ticipation by catchers and processors;
environmental conditions; timing of al-
ternate or competing fisheries; indus-
try agreement; fishing or processing
rates; and other relevant information.

(iii) Primary whiting season start dates
and duration. After the start of a pri-
mary season for a sector of the Pacific
whiting fishery, the primary season re-
mains open for that sector until the

203



		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-04-11T15:14:12-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




