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(3) Mutilation restrictions. (i) A vessel 
may not retain, possess, or land red 
crab claws and legs separate from crab 
bodies. 

(ii) A vessel may not retain, possess, 
or land more than two claws and eight 
legs per crab. 

[67 FR 63233, Oct. 10, 2002, as amended at 74 

FR 20557, May 4, 2009; 76 FR 60384, Sept. 29, 
2011] 

§ 648.264 Gear requirements/restric-
tions. 

(a) Limited access red crab permitted 
vessels. (1) Limited access red crab ves-
sel may not harvest red crab from any 
fishing gear other than red crab traps/ 
pots, marked as specified by paragraph 
(a)(5) of this section. 

(2) A vessel owner or operator of a 
vessel that holds a valid limited access 
red crab permit may fish with, deploy, 
possess, haul, harvest red crab from, or 
carry on board a vessel, up to a total of 
600 traps/pots when fishing for, catch-
ing, or landing red crab. A vessel owner 
is required to declare, on the annual 
permit application, the maximum 
number of traps/pots used per string 
and the maximum number of strings 
employed, such that the product of the 
maximum number of traps/pots per 
string and the maximum number of 
strings declared is no more than 600 
traps/pots. The vessel is restricted to 
the product of the maximum number of 
traps/pots per string multiplied by the 
maximum number of strings declared 
on the annual vessel permit applica-
tion. 

(3) Parlor traps/pots. No person may 
haul or remove lobster, red crab or fish 
from parlor traps/pots when fishing 
under a red crab DAS. 

(4) Maximum trap/pot size. The max-
imum allowable red crab trap/pot size 
of red crab traps/pots used or deployed 
on a red crab DAS is 18 cubic feet (0.51 
cubic meters) in volume. Red crab 
traps/pots may be rectangular, trape-
zoidal or conical only, unless other red 
crab trap/pot designs whose volume 
does not exceed 18 cubic feet (0.51 cubic 
meters) are authorized by the Regional 
Administrator. 

(5) Gear markings. The following is re-
quired on all buoys used at the end of 
each red crab trawl: 

(i) The letters ‘‘RC’’ in letters at 
least 3 inches (7.62 cm) in height must 
be painted on top of each buoy. 

(ii) The vessel’s permit number in nu-
merals at least 3 inches (7.62 cm) in 
height must be painted on the side of 
each buoy to clearly identify the ves-
sel. 

(iii) The number of each trap trawl 
relative to the total number of trawls 
used by the vessel (i.e., ‘‘3 of 6’’) must 
be painted in numerals at least 3 inches 
(7.62 cm) in height on the side of each 
buoy. 

(iv) High flyers and radar reflectors 
are required on each trap trawl. 

(6) Additional gear requirements. (i) 
Vessels must comply with the gear reg-
ulations found at § 229.32 of this title. 

(ii) Red crab traps/pots, fished in 200 
fathoms (365.8 m) or less by a vessel 
issued a limited access lobster permit 
under § 697.4(a), must comply with the 
trap tagging requirements specified at 
§ 697.19. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[67 FR 63233, Oct. 10, 2002, as amended at 72 
FR 57194, Oct. 5, 2007; 76 FR 60384, Sept. 29, 
2011] 

Subpart N—Management Meas-
ures for the Golden Tilefish 
and Blueline Tilefish Fisheries 

SOURCE: 66 FR 49145, Sept. 26, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 648.290 Tilefish Annual Catch Limits 
(ACL). 

(a) Golden tilefish. The Tilefish Moni-
toring Committee shall recommend to 
the MAFMC an ACL for the commer-
cial golden tilefish fishery, which shall 
be equal to the ABC recommended by 
the SSC. 

(1) [Reserved] 

(2) Periodicity. The tilefish commer-
cial ACL may be established on an an-
nual basis for up to three years at a 
time, dependent on whether the SSC 
provides single or multiple-year ABC 
recommendations. 

(b) Blueline tilefish. The Tilefish Mon-
itoring Committee shall recommend to 
the MAFMC separate ACLs for the 
commercial and recreational blueline 
tilefish fisheries, the sum total of 
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which shall be equal to the ABC rec-
ommended by the SSC. 

(1) Sector allocations. The ACL for the 
commercial sector of the blueline 
tilefish fishery shall be 27 percent of 
the ABC, and the ACL for the rec-
reational sector of the fishery shall be 
73 percent of the ABC. 

(2) Periodicity. The blueline tilefish 
commercial and recreational ACLs 
may be established on an annual basis 
for up to three years at a time, depend-
ent on whether the SSC provides single 
or multiple-year ABC recommenda-
tions. 

(c) Performance review. The Tilefish 
Monitoring Committee shall conduct a 
detailed review of golden tilefish and 
blueline tilefish fishery performance 
relative to the appropriate sector ACLs 
at least every 5 years. 

(1) If an ACL is exceeded with a fre-
quency greater than 25 percent (i.e., 
more than once in 4 years or in any 2 
consecutive years), the Tilefish Moni-
toring Committee will review fishery 
performance information and make 
recommendations to the MAFMC for 
changes in measures intended to ensure 
ACLs are not as frequently exceeded. 

(2) The MAFMC may specify more 
frequent or more specific ACL perform-
ance review criteria as part of a stock 
rebuilding plan following a determina-
tion that either the golden tilefish or 
blueline tilefish stock has become 
overfished. 

(3) Performance reviews shall not 
substitute for annual reviews that 
occur to ascertain if prior year ACLs 
have been exceeded, but may be con-
ducted in conjunction with such re-
views. 

[82 FR 52857, Nov. 15, 2017] 

§ 648.291 Tilefish Annual Catch Tar-
gets (ACT). 

(a) Golden tilefish. The Tilefish Moni-
toring Committee shall identify and re-
view the relevant sources of manage-
ment uncertainty to recommend ACTs 
for the individual fishing quota (IFQ) 
and incidental sectors of the fishery as 
part of the golden tilefish specification 
process. The Tilefish Monitoring Com-
mittee recommendations shall identify 
the specific sources of management un-
certainty that were considered, tech-
nical approaches to mitigating these 

sources of uncertainty, and any addi-

tional relevant information considered 

in the ACT recommendation process. 

(1) ACT allocation. (i) The ACT shall 

be less than or equal to the ACL. 

(ii) The Tilefish Monitoring Com-

mittee shall include the fishing mor-

tality associated with the recreational 

fishery in its ACT recommendations 

only if this source of mortality has not 

already been accounted for in the ABC 

recommended by the SSC. 

(iii) The Tilefish Monitoring Com-

mittee shall allocate 5 percent of the 

ACT to the incidental sector of the 

fishery and the remaining 95 percent to 

the IFQ sector. 

(2) Periodicity. ACTs may be estab-

lished on an annual basis for up to 

three years at a time, dependent on 

whether the SSC provides single or 

multiple-year ABC recommendations. 

(b) Blueline tilefish. The Tilefish Mon-

itoring Committee shall identify and 

review the relevant sources of manage-

ment uncertainty to recommend ACTs 
for the commercial and recreational 
fishing sectors as part of the blueline 
tilefish specification process. The 
Tilefish Monitoring Committee rec-
ommendations shall identify the spe-
cific sources of management uncer-
tainty that were considered, technical 
approaches to mitigating these sources 
of uncertainty, and any additional rel-
evant information considered in the 
ACT recommendation process. 

(1) Sectors. Commercial and rec-
reational specific ACTs shall be less 
than or equal to the sector-specific 
ACLs. The Tilefish Monitoring Com-
mittee shall recommend any reduction 
in catch necessary to address sector- 
specific management uncertainty, con-
sistent with paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) Periodicity. ACTs may be estab-
lished on an annual basis for up to 
three years at a time, dependent on 
whether the SSC provides single or 
multiple-year ABC recommendations. 

(c) Performance review. The Tilefish 
Monitoring Committee shall conduct a 
detailed review of golden tilefish and 
blueline tilefish fishery performance 
relative to the appropriate ACTs in 
conjunction with any ACL performance 
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