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Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.106 

flounder is 14 inches (35.6 cm) TL for all 
vessels issued a moratorium permit 
under § 648.4(a)(3), except on board 
party and charter boats carrying pas-
sengers for hire or carrying more than 
three crew members, if a charter boat, 
or more than five crew members, if a 
party boat. 

(b) Party/charter permitted vessels and 
recreational fishery participants. The 
minimum size for summer flounder is 
18 inches (45.72 cm) total length for all 
vessels that do not qualify for a sum-
mer flounder moratorium permit under 
§ 648.4(a)(3), and charter boats holding a 
summer flounder moratorium permit if 
fishing with more than three crew 
members, or party boats holding a 
summer flounder moratorium permit if 
fishing with passengers for hire or car-
rying more than five crew members, 
unless otherwise specified in the con-
servation equivalency regulations at 
§ 648.107. If conservation equivalency is 
not in effect in any given year, posses-
sion of smaller (or larger, if applicable) 
summer flounder harvested from state 
waters is allowed for state-only per-
mitted vessels when transiting Federal 
waters within the Block Island Sound 
Transit Area provided they follow the 
provisions at § 648.111 and abide by 
state regulations. 

(c) Measurement. The size limits in 
this section apply to whole fish or to 
any part of a fish found in possession, 
e.g., fillets, except that party and char-
ter vessels fishing exclusively in state 
waters possessing valid state permits 
authorizing filleting at sea may possess 
fillets smaller than the size specified if 
all state requirements are met. 

[76 FR 60629, Sept. 29, 2011, as amended at 78 
FR 37479, June 21, 2013; 82 FR 31494, July 7, 
2017; 84 FR 65702, Nov. 29, 2019; 87 FR 35116, 
June 9, 2022; 88 FR 55418, Aug. 15, 2023] 

§ 648.105 Summer flounder rec-
reational fishing season. 

No person may fish for summer 
flounder in the EEZ from May 15 
through September 22 unless that per-
son is the owner or operator of a fish-
ing vessel issued a commercial summer 
flounder moratorium permit, or is 
issued a summer flounder dealer per-
mit, or unless otherwise specified in 
the conservation equivalency measures 
at § 648.107. Persons aboard a commer-

cial vessel that is not eligible for a 
summer flounder moratorium permit 
are subject to this recreational fishing 
season. This time period may be ad-
justed pursuant to the procedures in 
§ 648.102. Possession of summer flounder 
harvested from state waters during 
this time is allowed for state-only per-
mitted vessels when transiting Federal 
waters within the Block Island Sound 
Transit Area provided they follow the 
provisions at § 648.111 and abide by 
state regulations. 

[88 FR 55418, Aug. 15, 2023] 

§ 648.106 Summer flounder possession 
restrictions. 

(a) Party/charter and recreational pos-
session limits. No person shall possess 
more than three summer flounder in, 
or harvested from, the EEZ, per trip 
unless that person is the owner or oper-
ator of a fishing vessel issued a sum-
mer flounder moratorium permit, or is 
issued a summer flounder dealer per-
mit, or unless otherwise specified in 
the conservation equivalency measures 
at § 648.107. Persons aboard a commer-
cial vessel that is not eligible for a 
summer flounder moratorium permit 
are subject to this possession limit. 
The owner, operator, and crew of a 
charter or party boat issued a summer 
flounder moratorium permit are sub-
ject to the possession limit when car-
rying passengers for hire or when car-
rying more than five crew members for 
a party boat, or more than three crew 
members for a charter boat. This pos-
session limit may be adjusted pursuant 
to the procedures in § 648.102. Posses-
sion of summer flounder harvested 
from state waters above this possession 
limit is allowed for state-only per-
mitted vessels when transiting Federal 
waters within the Block Island Sound 
Transit Area provided they follow the 
provisions at § 648.111 and abide by 
state regulations. 

(b) If whole summer flounder are 
processed into fillets, the number of 
fillets will be converted to whole sum-
mer flounder at the place of landing by 
dividing the fillet number by two. If 
summer flounder are filleted into sin-
gle (butterfly) fillets, each fillet is 
deemed to be from one whole summer 
flounder. 
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