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Subpart J—Management Measures for the 
Atlantic Bluefish Fishery 

648.160 Bluefish Annual Catch Limit (ACL). 

648.161 Bluefish Sector ACLs and Annual 
Catch Targets (ACTs). 

648.162 Bluefish specifications. 

648.163 Bluefish Accountability Measures 
(AMs). 

648.164 Bluefish possession restrictions. 

648.165 Bluefish minimum fish sizes. 

648.166 Bluefish gear restrictions. 

648.167 Bluefish framework adjustment to 
management measures. 

Subpart K—Management Measures for the 
Atlantic Herring Fishery 

648.200 Specifications. 

648.201 AMs and harvest controls. 

648.202 Season and area restrictions. 

648.203 Gear restrictions. 

648.204 Possession restrictions. 

648.205 VMS requirements. 

648.206 Framework provisions. 

648.207 Herring Research Set-aside (RSA) 

Subpart L—Management Measures for the 
Spiny Dogfish Fishery 

648.230 Spiny dogfish Annual Catch Limits 
(ACLs). 

648.231 Spiny dogfish Annual Catch Target 
(ACT) and Total Allowable Level of 
Landings (TAL). 

648.232 Spiny dogfish specifications. 

648.233 Spiny dogfish Accountability Meas-
ures (AMs). 

648.234 Gear restrictions. [Reserved] 

648.235 Spiny dogfish possession and landing 
restrictions. 

648.236 Special Management Zones. [Re-
served] 

648.237–648.238 [Reserved] 

648.239 Spiny dogfish framework adjust-
ments to management measures. 

Subpart M—Management Measures for the 
Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab Fishery 

648.260 Specifications. 

648.261 Framework adjustment process. 

648.262 Accountability measures for red 
crab limited access vessels. 

648.263 Red crab possession and landing re-
strictions. 

648.264 Gear requirements/restrictions. 

Subpart N—Management Measures for the 
Golden Tilefish and Blueline Tilefish 
Fisheries 

648.290 Tilefish Annual Catch Limit (ACL). 

648.291 Tilefish Annual Catch Target (ACT). 

648.292 Tilefish specifications. 

648.293 Tilefish accountability measures. 

648.294 Golden tilefish individual fishing 
quota (IFQ) program. 

648.295 Tilefish commercial trip limits and 
landing condition. 

648.296 Tilefish recreational possession lim-
its and gear restrictions. 

648.297 Tilefish gear restricted areas. 
648.299 Tilefish framework specifications. 

Subpart O—Management Measures for the 
NE Skate Complex Fisheries 

648.320 Skate FMP review and monitoring. 
648.321 Framework adjustment process. 
648.322 Skate allocation, possession, and 

landing provisions. 
648.323 Accountability measures. 

Subpart P—Mid-Atlantic Forage Species 

648.350 Mid-Atlantic forage species landing 
limits. 

648.351 Mid-Atlantic forage species posses-
sion limits. 

648.352 Mid-Atlantic forage species frame-
work measures. 

Subpart Q—Habitat-Related Management 
Measures 

648.370 Habitat Management Areas. 
648.371 Dedicated Habitat Research Areas. 
648.372 Frank R. Lautenberg Deep-Sea Coral 

Protection Area. 
648.373 New England Deep-Sea Coral Protec-

tion Areas 

FIGURE 1 TO PART 648 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

SOURCE: 61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 648 appear at 62 FR 14651, Mar. 27, 1997. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 648.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) This part implements the fishery 
management plans (FMPs) for the At-
lantic mackerel, Atlantic chub mack-
erel, longfin squid, Illex squid, and 
butterfish fisheries (Mackerel, Squid, 
and Butterfish FMP); Atlantic salmon 
(Atlantic Salmon FMP); the Atlantic 
sea scallop fishery (Scallop FMP); the 
Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog 
fisheries (Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean 
Quahog FMP); the NE multispecies and 
monkfish fisheries ((NE Multispecies 
FMP) and (Monkfish FMP)); the sum-
mer flounder, scup, and black sea bass 
fisheries (Summer Flounder, Scup, and 
Black Sea Bass FMP); the Atlantic 
bluefish fishery (Atlantic Bluefish 
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FMP); the Atlantic herring fishery (At-
lantic Herring FMP); the spiny dogfish 
fishery (Spiny Dogfish FMP); the At-
lantic deep-sea red crab fishery (Deep- 
Sea Red Crab FMP); the golden and 
blueline tilefish fisheries (Tilefish 
FMP); and the NE skate complex fish-
eries (Skate FMP). These FMPs and 
the regulations in this part govern the 
conservation and management of the 
above named fisheries of the North-
eastern United States. 

(b) This part governs domestic fish-
ing only. Foreign fishing is governed 
under subpart F of part 600 of this 
chapter. 

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43424, Aug. 23, 1996; 62 FR 13299, Mar. 20, 
1997; 65 FR 1568, Jan. 11, 2000; 65 FR 77464, 
Dec. 11, 2000; 66 FR 49192, Sept. 26, 2001; 67 FR 
63229, Oct. 10, 2002; 68 FR 49699, Aug. 19, 2003; 
76 FR 60649, Sept. 29, 2011; 82 FR 52855, Nov. 
15, 2017; 85 FR 47109, Aug. 4, 2020] 

§ 648.2 Definitions. 

In addition to the definitions in the 
Magnuson Act and in § 600.10 of this 
chapter, the terms used in this part 
have the following meanings: 

Alewife means Alosa pseudoharengus. 
American lobster or lobster means 

Homarus americanus. 
American shad means Alosa 

sapidissima. 
Annual catch entitlement (ACE), with 

respect to the NE multispecies fishery, 
means the share of the annual catch 
limit (ACL) for each NE multispecies 
stock that is allocated to an individual 
sector or state-operated permit bank 
based upon the cumulative fishing his-
tory attached to each permit partici-
pating in that sector or held by a state- 
operated permit bank in a given year. 
This share may be adjusted due to pen-
alties for exceeding the sector’s ACE 
for a particular stock in earlier years, 
or due to other violations of the FMP, 
including the yearly sector operations 
plan. When a sector’s or state-operated 
permit bank’s share of a NE multispe-
cies stock, as determined by the fishing 
histories of vessels participating in 
that sector or permits held by a state- 
operated permit bank, is multiplied by 
the available catch, the result is the 
amount of ACE (live weight in pounds) 
that can be harvested (landings and 
discards) by participants in that sector 

or transferred by a state-operated per-
mit bank, during a particular fishing 
year. 

At-sea monitor, with respect to the NE 
multispecies fishery, means any person 
responsible for observing, verifying, 
and reporting area fished, catch, and 
discards of all species by gear type for 
sector trips as part of an approved sec-
tor at-sea monitoring program. 

Atlantic butterfish or butterfish means 
Peprilus triacanthus. 

Atlantic Chub Mackerel Management 
Unit means an area of the Atlantic 
Ocean in which the United States exer-
cises exclusive jurisdiction over all At-
lantic chub mackerel fished for, pos-
sessed, caught, or retained in or from 
that is bounded on the west and north 
by the coastline of the United States; 
bounded on the east by the outer limit 
of the U.S. EEZ; and bounded on the 
south by a line following the lateral 
seaward boundary between North Caro-
lina and South Carolina from the coast 
to the Submerged Lands Act line, ap-
proximately 33°48′46.37″ N lat., 
78°29′46.46″ W long., and then heading 
due east along 33°48′46.37″ N lat. to the 
outer limit of the U.S. Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone. 

Atlantic croaker means Micropogonias 
undulatus. 

Atlantic deep-sea red crab (red crab) 
means Chaceon quinquedens. 

Atlantic hagfish means Myxine 
glutinosa. 

Atlantic herring means Clupea 
harengus. 

Atlantic herring carrier means a fish-
ing vessel that may receive and trans-
port herring caught by another fishing 
vessel, provided the vessel has been 
issued a herring permit, does not have 
any gear on board capable of catching 
or processing herring, and that has on 
board a letter of authorization from 
the Regional Administrator to trans-
port herring caught by another fishing 
vessel or has declared an Atlantic her-
ring carrier trip via VMS consistent 
with the requirements at 
§ 648.4(a)(10)(ii). 

Atlantic herring dealer means: 

(1) Any person who purchases or re-
ceives for a commercial purpose other 
than solely for transport or pumping 
operations any herring from a vessel 
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