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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.6 

report so stating must be submitted for 
that reporting week. In addition, dur-
ing the open season, dealers must sub-
mit daily reports for Gulf migratory 
group king mackerel harvested by the 
run-around gillnet component in the 
Florida west coast southern subzone 
via the port agents, telephone, inter-
net, or other similar means determined 
by NMFS. From the beginning of the 
open season until the commercial ACL 
(commercial quota) for the run-around 
gillnet sector for Gulf migratory group 
king mackerel is reached, dealers must 
submit a daily report if no king mack-
erel were received during the previous 
day. NMFS will provide written notice 
to dealers that first receive Gulf king 
mackerel harvested by the run-around 
gillnet component prior to the begin-
ning of each fishing year if the report-
ing methods or deadline change from 
the previous year. 

(ii) Dealers must retain either the 
paper forms or electronic reports for at 
least 1 year after the submittal date 
and must provide such records for in-
spection upon the request of an author-
ized officer or the SRD. 

(iii) During catastrophic conditions 
only, the ACL monitoring program pro-
vides for use of paper-based compo-
nents for basic required functions as a 
backup. The RA will determine when 
catastrophic conditions exist, the dura-
tion of the catastrophic conditions, and 
which participants or geographic areas 
are deemed affected by the cata-
strophic conditions. The RA will pro-
vide timely notice to affected partici-
pants via publication of notification in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, NOAA weather 
radio, fishery bulletins, and other ap-
propriate means and will authorize the 
affected participants’ use of paper- 
based components for the duration of 
the catastrophic conditions. The paper 
forms will be available from NMFS. 
During catastrophic conditions, the RA 
has the authority to waive or modify 
reporting time requirements. 

(iv) Gulf and South Atlantic dealers 
are not authorized to first receive Gulf 
reef fish, Gulf red drum, South Atlan-
tic golden crab, South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper, South Atlantic wreckfish, 
South Atlantic rock shrimp, coastal 
migratory pelagic fish, spiny lobster, 
or Atlantic dolphin or wahoo from a 

federally permitted vessel if the re-
quired reports have not been submitted 
and received by NMFS according to the 
reporting requirements under this sec-
tion. Delinquent reports automatically 
result in a Gulf and South Atlantic 
dealer becoming ineligible to first re-
ceive such fish, regardless of any noti-
fication to dealers by NMFS. Gulf and 
South Atlantic dealers who become in-
eligible to receive such fish due to de-
linquent reports are authorized to first 
receive such fish only after all required 
and delinquent reports have been sub-
mitted and received by NMFS accord-
ing to the reporting requirements 
under this section. 

(2) Non-permitted dealers. See § 622.51 
for a person who purchases Gulf shrimp 
from a vessel, or person, that fishes for 
shrimp in the Gulf EEZ or in adjoining 
state waters, or that lands shrimp in 
an adjoining state. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 19493, Apr. 9, 2014; 80 FR 78674, Dec. 17, 
2015; 87 FR 56215, Sept. 13, 2022] 

§ 622.6 Vessel identification. 
This section does not apply to sub-

part R of this part, which has its own 
specific vessel identification require-
ments in § 622.402. 

(a) Applicability—(1) Official number. A 
vessel for which a permit has been 
issued under subparts B through U of 
this part, except for subpart R, and a 
vessel that fishes for or possesses pe-
lagic sargassum in the South Atlantic 
EEZ, must display its official number— 

(i) On the port and starboard sides of 
the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels 
over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be clearly 
visible from an enforcement vessel or 
aircraft. 

(ii) In block arabic numerals perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel in contrasting color to the back-
ground. 

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in 
height for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) 
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in 
height for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) 
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in 
height for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or 
less. 

(2) Official number and color code. The 
following vessels must display their of-
ficial number as specified in paragraph 
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(a)(1) of this section and, in addition, 
must display their assigned color code: 
A vessel for which a permit has been 
issued to fish with a sea bass pot, as re-
quired under § 622.170(a)(1); and, in the 
EEZ around Puerto Rico, St. Croix, or 
St. Thomas and St. John, a vessel fish-
ing commercially with traps for reef 
fish, as defined in subparts S through U 
of this part, or a vessel fishing for 
spiny lobster, when color codes are re-
quired and have been assigned to the 
vessel by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, as applicable. Color codes 
required for vessels fishing in the EEZ 
around Puerto Rico, St. Croix, or St. 
Thomas and St. John are assigned by 
Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
as applicable. Color codes required in 
all other fisheries are assigned by the 
RA. The color code must be displayed— 

(i) On the port and starboard sides of 
the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels 
over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be clearly 
visible from an enforcement vessel or 
aircraft. 

(ii) In the form of a circle perma-
nently affixed to or painted on the ves-
sel. 

(iii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) 
long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in di-
ameter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) 
long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in 
diameter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or 
less. 

(b) Duties of operator. The operator of 
a vessel specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section must keep the official 
number and the color code, if applica-
ble, clearly legible and in good repair 
and must ensure that no part of the 
fishing vessel, its rigging, fishing gear, 
or any other material on board ob-
structs the view of the official number 
or the color code, if applicable, from an 
enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, amended at 87 FR 
56215, Sept. 13, 2022] 

§ 622.7 Fishing years. 

The fishing year for species or species 
groups governed in this part is January 
1 through December 31 except for the 
following: 

(a) Allowable octocoral—October 1 
through September 30. 

(b) King and Spanish mackerel. The 
fishing year for the king and Spanish 
mackerel bag limits specified in 
§ 622.382 is January 1 through December 
31. The following fishing years apply 
only for the king and Spanish mackerel 
quotas specified in § 622.384: 

(1) Gulf migratory group king mack-
erel—(i) Southern zone—July 1 through 
June 30. 

(ii) Northern zone—October 1 through 
September 30. 

(iii) Western zone—July 1 through 
June 30. 

(2) Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel—April through March. 

(3) South Atlantic migratory group king 
and Spanish mackerel—March through 
February. 

(c) Wreckfish—April 16 through April 
15. 

(d) South Atlantic greater amberjack— 
March 1 through the end of February. 

(e) South Atlantic black sea bass rec-
reational sector—April 1 through March 
31. (Note: The fishing year for the com-
mercial sector for black sea bass is 
January 1 through December 31). 

(f) South Atlantic yellowtail snapper— 
August 1 through July 31. 

(g) Gulf of Mexico yellowtail snapper— 
August 1 through July 31. 

(h) Gulf of Mexico greater amberjack 
recreational sector—August 1 through 
July 31. (Note: The fishing year for the 
commercial sector for greater 
amberjack is January 1 through De-
cember 31). 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 66322, Nov. 7, 2014; 80 FR 4218, Jan. 27, 
2015; 81 FR 45248, July 13, 2016; 81 FR 10311, 
Feb. 10, 2017; 82 FR 17394, Apr. 11, 2017; 83 FR 
13428, Mar. 29, 2018] 

§ 622.8 Quotas—general. 

(a) Applicability. Quotas apply for the 
fishing year for each species, species 
group, sector, or sector component un-
less accountability measures are im-
plemented during the fishing year pur-
suant to the applicable annual catch 
limits (ACLs) and accountability meas-
ures (AMs) sections within subparts B 
through U of this part due to a quota 
overage occurring in the previous year, 
in which case a reduced quota will be 
specified through notification in the 
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