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year at the level of the prior year’s 
ACT, unless the best scientific infor-
mation available determines that 
maintaining the prior year’s ACT is 
unnecessary. In addition, the notifica-
tion will reduce the length of the rec-
reational gag fishing season the fol-
lowing fishing year by the amount nec-
essary to ensure gag recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACT in the following fishing year. 

(iii) If gag are overfished, based on 
the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, and gag rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the applicable ACL speci-
fied in paragraph (r)(2)(iv) of this sec-
tion, the following measures will apply. 
In addition to the measures specified in 
paragraphs (r)(2)(i) and (ii) of this sec-
tion, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year to reduce the ACL 
for that following year by the amount 
of the ACL overage in the prior fishing 
year, and reduce the ACT, as deter-
mined in paragraph (r)(2)(ii) of this sec-
tion, by the amount of the ACL over-
age in the prior fishing year, unless the 
best scientific information available 
determines that a greater, lesser, or no 
overage adjustment is necessary. 

(iv) The recreational ACL in gutted 
weight is 403,759 lb (183,142 kg). The rec-
reational ACT in gutted weight is 
362,374 lb (164,370 kg). 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 622.41, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 88 FR 27708, May 
3, 2023, § 622.41 was amended by suspending 
paragraph (d) and adding paragraph (r), ef-
fective May 3, 2023 to Oct. 30, 2023. 

§ 622.42 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for the Reef 
Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico, 
the RA may establish or modify the 
items specified in paragraph (a) of this 
section for Gulf reef fish, or paragraph 
(b) of this section for sea turtles and 
other protected species. 

(a) For a species or species group: Re-
porting and monitoring requirements, 
permitting requirements, bag and pos-
session limits (including a bag limit of 
zero), size limits, vessel trip limits, 
closed seasons or areas and reopenings, 
annual catch limits (ACLs), annual 
catch targets (ACTs), quotas (including 
a quota of zero), accountability meas-
ures (AMs), MSY (or proxy), OY, man-
agement parameters such as overfished 
and overfishing definitions, gear re-
strictions (ranging from regulation to 
complete prohibition), gear markings 
and identification, vessel markings and 
identification, acceptable biological 
catch (ABC) and ABC control rules, re-
building plans, and restrictions rel-
ative to conditions of harvested fish 
(maintaining fish in whole condition, 
use as bait). 

(b) Possession, specifications, and use 
of required release gear and handling 
requirements for sea turtles and other 
protected species. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 84 
FR 22386, May 17, 2019] 

§ 622.43 Commercial trip limits. 

Commercial trip limits are limits on 
the amount of the applicable species 
that may be possessed on board or 
landed, purchased, or sold from a vessel 
per day. A person who fishes in the 
EEZ may not combine a trip limit 
specified in this section with any trip 
or possession limit applicable to state 
waters. A species subject to a trip limit 
specified in this section taken in the 
EEZ may not be transferred at sea, re-
gardless of where such transfer takes 
place, and such species may not be 
transferred in the EEZ. Commercial 
trip limits apply as follows: 

(a) Gulf greater amberjack. (1) Until 75 
percent of the quota specified in 
§ 622.39(a)(1)(v) is reached, 1,000 lb (454 
kg), gutted weight; 1,040 lb (472 kg), 
round weight. 

(2) After 75 percent of the quota is 
reached or projected to be reached, 250 
lb (113 kg), gutted weight; 260 lb (118 
kg), round weight. See § 622.39(b) for the 
limitations regarding greater 
amberjack after the quota is reached. 
When the conditions in this paragraph 
(a)(2) have been reached, the Assistant 
Administrator will implement this trip 
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