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Fishery Conservation and Management § 600.520 

(2) The level of financial assurances 
will be guided by the level of penalties 
assessed and costs to the U.S. Govern-
ment. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998; 64 FR 39020, July 21, 
1999; 66 FR 28132, May 22, 2001; 76 FR 59305, 
Sept. 26, 2011] 

§ 600.520 Northwest Atlantic Ocean 
fishery. 

(a) Purpose. Sections 600.520 and 
600.525 regulate all foreign fishing con-
ducted under a GIFA within the EEZ in 
the Atlantic Ocean north of 35°00′ N. 
lat. 

(b) Authorized fishery—(1) Allocations. 
Foreign vessels may engage in fishing 
only in accordance with applicable na-
tional allocations. 

(2) Time and area restrictions. (i) Fish-
ing, including processing, scouting, and 
support of foreign or U.S. vessels, is 
prohibited south of 35°00′ N. lat., and 
north and east of a line beginning at 
the shore at 44°22′ N. lat., 67°52′ W. long. 
and intersecting the boundary of the 
EEZ at 44°11′12″ N. lat., 67°16′46″ W. 
long. 

(ii) The Regional Administrator will 
consult with the Council prior to giv-
ing notice of any area or time restric-
tion. NMFS will also consult with the 
USCG if the restriction is proposed to 
reduce gear conflicts. If NMFS deter-
mines after such consultation that the 
restriction appears to be appropriate, 
NMFS will publish the proposed re-
striction in the FEDERAL REGISTER, to-
gether with a summary of the informa-
tion on which the restriction is based. 
Following a 30-day comment period, 
NMFS will publish a final action. 

(iii) The Regional Administrator may 
rescind any restriction if he/she deter-
mines that the basis for the restriction 
no longer exists. 

(iv) Any notice of restriction shall 
operate as a condition imposed on the 
permit issued to the foreign vessels in-
volved in the fishery. 

(3) TALFF. The TALFFs for the fish-
eries of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean 
are published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. Current TALFFs are also avail-
able from the Regional Administrator. 

(4) Species definitions. The category 
‘‘other finfish’’ used in TALFFs and in 
allocations includes all species except: 

(i) The other allocated species, name-

ly: Short-finned squid, long-finned 

squid, Atlantic herring, Atlantic mack-

erel, river herring (includes alewife, 

blueback herring, and hickory shad), 

and butterfish. 

(ii) The prohibited species, namely: 

American plaice, American shad, At-

lantic cod, Atlantic menhaden, Atlan-

tic redfish, Atlantic salmon, all mar-

lin, all spearfish, sailfish, swordfish, 

black sea bass, bluefish, croaker, had-

dock, ocean pout, pollock, red hake, 

scup, sea turtles, sharks (except 

dogfish), silver hake, spot, striped bass, 

summer flounder, tilefish, yellowtail 

flounder, weakfish, white hake, win-

dowpane flounder, winter flounder, 

witch flounder, Continental Shelf fish-

ery resources, and other invertebrates 

(except nonallocated squids). 

(5) Closures. The taking of any species 

for which a Nation has an allocation is 

permitted, provided that: 

(i) The vessels of the foreign nation 

have not caught the allocation of that 

Nation for any species or species group 

(e.g., ‘‘other finfish’’). When vessels of 

a foreign nation have caught an appli-

cable allocation of any species, all fur-

ther fishing other than scouting, proc-

essing, or support by vessels of that 

Nation must cease, even if other allo-

cations have not been reached. There-

fore, it is essential that foreign nations 

plan their fishing strategy to ensure 
that the reaching of an allocation for 
one species does not result in the pre-
mature closing of a Nation’s fishery for 
other allocated species. 

(ii) The fishery has not been closed 
for other reasons under § 600.511. 

(6) Allocation utilization. Foreign fish-
ing vessels may elect to retain or dis-
card allocated species; however, the 
computation of allocation utilization 
and fee refunds will be based on the 
total quantity of that species that was 
caught. Prohibited species must always 
be returned to the sea as required 
under § 600.509. 

(c) Fishing areas. For the purposes of 
the Northwest Atlantic Ocean fishery, 
fishing areas are that portion of the 
EEZ shown inside the boundaries of the 
‘‘three digit statistical areas’’ de-
scribed in Figure 1 to this section. 
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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–23 Edition) § 600.525 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

§ 600.525 Applicability of subpart F to 
Canadian Albacore Fishing Vessels 
off the West Coast. 

Fishing by vessels of Canada under 

the 1981 Treaty Between the Govern-

ment of the United States of America 

and the Government of Canada on Pa-

cific Coast Albacore Tuna Vessels and 

Port Privileges is regulated only under 

this section and § 600.530 of this subpart 

F, and is exempt from any other re-

quirements of this subpart F. Regula-

tions governing fishing by U.S. vessels 

in waters under the fisheries jurisdic-

tion of the Canada more than 12 nau-

tical miles from the baseline from 

which the territorial sea is measured 
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