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measures necessary to rebuild an over-
fished stock or stock complex (if any) 
in the fishery to a level consistent with 
producing the MSY in that fishery. 

(ii) Information on sources of fishing 
mortality (both landed and discarded), 
including commercial and recreational 
catch and bycatch in other fisheries 
and a description of data collection and 
estimation methods used to quantify 
total catch mortality, as required by 
the National Standard 1 Guidelines 
(§ 600.310(i)). 

(iii) Information on bycatch of non- 
target species for each fishery. 

(iv) Information on EFH to be in-
cluded in accordance with the EFH pro-
visions (§ 600.815(a)(10)) . 

(v) Pertinent economic, social, com-
munity, and ecological information for 
assessing the success and impacts of 
management measures or the achieve-
ment of objectives of each FMP. 

(4) Transparency in the fishery man-
agement process is enhanced by com-
plementing the SAFE report with the 
documentation of previous manage-
ment actions taken by the Council or 
Secretary including a summary of the 
previous ACLs, ACTs, and account-
ability measures (AMs), and assess-
ment of management uncertainty. 

(5) To facilitate the use of the infor-
mation in the SAFE report, and its 
availability to the Council, NMFS, and 
the public: 

(i) The SAFE report should contain, 
or be supplemented by, a summary of 
the information and an index or table 
of contents to the components of the 
report. Sources of information in the 
SAFE report should be referenced, un-
less the information is proprietary. 

(ii) The SAFE report or compilation 
of documents that comprise the SAFE 
report and index must be made avail-
able by the Council or NMFS on a read-
ily accessible Web site. 

(e) FMP development. (1) FMPs must 
take into account the best scientific 
information available at the time of 
preparation. Between the initial draft-
ing of an FMP and its submission for 
final review, new information often be-
comes available. This new information 
should be incorporated into the final 
FMP where practicable; but it is un-
necessary to start the FMP process 
over again, unless the information in-

dicates that drastic changes have oc-
curred in the fishery that might re-
quire revision of the management ob-
jectives or measures. 

(2) The fact that scientific informa-
tion concerning a fishery is incomplete 
does not prevent the preparation and 
implementation of an FMP (see related 
§§ 600.320(d)(2) and 600.340(b)). 

(3) An FMP must specify whatever 
information fishermen and processors 
will be required or requested to submit 
to the Secretary. Information about 
harvest within state waters, as well as 
in the EEZ, may be collected if it is 
needed for proper implementation of 
the FMP and cannot be obtained other-
wise. Scientific information collections 
for stocks managed cooperatively by 
Federal and State governments should 
be coordinated with the appropriate 
state jurisdictions, to the extent prac-
ticable, to ensure harvest information 
is available for the management of 
stocks that utilize habitats in state 
and federal managed waters. The FMP 
should explain the practical utility of 
the information specified in moni-
toring the fishery, in facilitating 
inseason management decisions, and in 
judging the performance of the man-
agement regime; it should also con-
sider the effort, cost, or social impact 
of obtaining it. 

(4) An FMP should identify scientific 
information needed from other sources 
to improve understanding and manage-
ment of the resource, marine eco-
system, the fishery, and fishing com-
munities. 

(5) The information submitted by 
various data suppliers should be com-
parable and compatible, to the max-
imum extent possible. 

(6) FMPs should be amended on a 
timely basis, as new information indi-
cates the necessity for change in objec-
tives or management measures con-
sistent with the conditions described in 
paragraph (d) of this section (SAFE re-
ports). Paragraphs (e)(1) through (5) of 
this section apply equally to FMPs and 
FMP amendments. 

[78 FR 43086, July 19, 2013] 

§ 600.320 National Standard 3—Man-
agement Units. 

(a) Standard 3. To the extent prac-
ticable, an individual stock of fish 
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shall be managed as a unit throughout 
its range, and interrelated stocks of 
fish shall be managed as a unit or in 
close coordination. 

(b) General. The purpose of this 
standard is to induce a comprehensive 
approach to fishery management. The 
geographic scope of the fishery, for 
planning purposes, should cover the en-
tire range of the stocks(s) of fish, and 
not be overly constrained by political 
boundaries. 

(c) Unity of management. Cooperation 
and understanding among entities con-
cerned with the fishery (e.g., Councils, 
states, Federal Government, inter-
national commissions, foreign nations) 
are vital to effective management. 
Where management of a fishery in-
volves multiple jurisdictions, coordina-
tion among the several entities should 
be sought in the development of an 
FMP. Where a range overlaps Council 
areas, one FMP to cover the entire 
range is preferred. 

(d) Management unit. The term 
‘‘management unit’’ means a fishery or 
that portion of a fishery identified in 
an FMP as relevant to the FMP’s man-
agement objectives. 

(1) Basis. The choice of a manage-
ment unit depends on the focus of the 
FMP’s objectives, and may be orga-
nized around biological, geographic, 
economic, technical, social, or ecologi-
cal perspectives. 

(2) Conservation and management meas-
ures. FMPs should include conservation 
and management measures for that 
part of the management unit within 
U.S. waters, although the Secretary 
can ordinarily implement them only 
within the EEZ. The measures need not 
be identical for each geographic area 
within the management unit, if the 
FMP justifies the differences. A man-
agement unit may contain stocks of 
fish for which there is not enough in-
formation available to specify MSY 
and OY or their proxies. 

(e) Analysis. An FMP should include 
discussion of the following: 

(1) The range and distribution of the 
stocks, as well as the patterns of fish-
ing effort and harvest. 

(2) Alternative management units 
and reasons for selecting a particular 
one. A less-than-comprehensive man-
agement unit may be justified if, for 

example, complementary management 

exists or is planned for a separate geo-

graphic area or for a distinct use of the 

stocks, or if the unmanaged portion of 

the resource is immaterial to proper 

management. 

(3) Management activities and habi-

tat programs of adjacent states and 

their effects on the FMP’s objectives 

and management measures. Where 

state action is necessary to implement 

measures within state waters to 

achieve FMP objectives, the FMP 

should identify what state action is 

necessary, discuss the consequences of 

state inaction or contrary action, and 

make appropriate recommendations. 

The FMP should also discuss the im-

pact that Federal regulations will have 

on state management activities. 

(4) Management activities of other 

countries having an impact on the fish-

ery, and how the FMP’s management 

measures are designed to take into ac-

count these impacts. International 

boundaries may be dealt with in sev-

eral ways. For example: 

(i) By limiting the management 

unit’s scope to that portion of the 

stock found in U.S. waters; 

(ii) By estimating MSY for the entire 

stock and then basing the determina-

tion of OY for the U.S. fishery on the 

portion of the stock within U.S. 

waters; or 

(iii) By referring to treaties or coop-

erative agreements. 

[81 FR 71903, Oct. 18, 2016] 

§ 600.325 National Standard 4—Alloca-
tions. 

(a) Standard 4. Conservation and 

management measures shall not dis-

criminate between residents of dif-

ferent states. If it becomes necessary 

to allocate or assign fishing privileges 

among various U.S. fishermen, such al-

location shall be: 

(1) Fair and equitable to all such fish-

ermen. 

(2) Reasonably calculated to promote 

conservation. 

(3) Carried out in such manner that 

no particular individual, corporation, 

or other entity acquires an excessive 

share of such privileges. 
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