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information to address the reasons for
disapproval identified in the NMFS
OLE letter. The requestor must submit
this response within 21 calendar days of
the date of the OLE letter sent under
paragraph (e)(2)(i) of this section.

(iii) If any additional information is
submitted under paragraph (e)(2)(ii) of
this section, NMFS OLE, after review-
ing such information, may either take
action under paragraph (e)(1) of this
section or determine that the request
should continue to be disapproved or
partially disapproved. In the Ilatter
case, the NMFS OLE Director will send
a letter to the requestor that explains
the reasons for the continued dis-
approval/partial disapproval. The
NMFS OLE Director’s decision is final
upon issuance of this letter and is not
appealable.

§600.1502 Communications
functionality.

(a) Unless otherwise specified, this
subsection applies to all VMS units.
Units that can operate as both an
EMTU and EMTU-C must meet the re-
quirements for both an EMTU and an
EMTU-C in order to gain type-approval
as both. The VMS unit must:

(1) Be able to transmit all automati-
cally-generated position reports.

(2) Provide visible or audible alarms
onboard the vessel to indicate malfunc-
tioning of the VMS unit.

(3) Be able to disable non-essential
alarms in non-Global Maritime Dis-
tress and Safety System (GMDSS) in-
stallations.

(4) EMTU/EMTU-Cs must be able to
send communications that function
uniformly throughout the geographic
area(s) covered by the type-approval,
except an EMTU-C only needs to be ca-
pable of transmission and reception
when in the range of a cellular net-
work.

(6) EMTU/EMTU-Cs must have two-
way communications between the unit
and authorized entities, via MCS, or be
able to connect to a device that has
two-way communications.

(6) EMTU/EMTU-Cs must be able to
run or to connect to a dedicated mes-
sage terminal and display component
that can run software and/or applica-
tions that send and receive electronic
forms and internet email messages for

§600.1503

the purpose of complying with VMS re-
porting requirements in Federal fish-
eries. Depending on the reporting re-
quirements for the fishery(s) in which
the requester is seeking type-approval,
an EMTU-C type-approval may not re-
quire the inclusion of a dedicated mes-
sage terminal and display component
at the time of approval, but the capa-
bility to support such a component
must be shown.

(7) Have messaging and communica-
tions mechanisms that are completely
compatible with NMFS vessel moni-
toring and surveillance software.

(b) In addition, messages and commu-
nications from a VMS unit must be
able to be parsed out to enable clear
billing of costs to the government and
to the owner of a vessel or EMTU/
EMTU-C, when necessary. Also, the
costs associated with position report-
ing and the costs associated with other
communications (for example, personal
email or communications/reports to
non-NMFS Office of Law Enforcement
entities) must be parsed out and billed
to separate parties, as appropriate.

§600.1503 Position report data formats
and transmission.

Unless otherwise specified, this sub-
section applies to all VMS units, MCSs
and bundles. Units that can operate as
both an EMTU and EMTU-C must meet
the requirements for both an EMTU
and an EMTU-C in order to gain type-
approval as both. To be type-approved
in any given fishery, a VMS unit must
also meet any additional positioning
information as required by the applica-
ble VMS regulations and requirements
in effect for each fishery or region for
which the type-approval applies. The
VMS unit must meet the following re-
quirements:

(a) Transmit all automatically-gen-
erated position reports, for vessels
managed individually or grouped by
fleet, that meet the latency require-
ment under §600.1504.

(b) When powered up, must automati-
cally re-establish its position reporting
function without manual intervention.

(c) Position reports must contain all
of the following:

(1) Unique identification of an EMTU/
EMTU-C and clear indication if the
unit is an EMTU-C.
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