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state, or for anadromous species. The 
Memorandum of Agreement developed 
in accordance with § 600.1415(b)(2) will 
specify the timetable for a state to 
compile and submit complete informa-
tion telephone numbers and dates of 
birth for its license holders/registrants. 
The waters of the state for which such 
license-holder data must be submitted 
will be specified in the Memorandum of 
Agreement. 

(b) A state is eligible to be designated 
as an exempted state even if its licens-
ing program excludes anglers who are: 

(1) Under 17 years of age; 
(2) Over age 59 (see § 600.1416(d)(1)); 
(3) Customers on licensed for-hire 

vessels; 
(4) Customers on state-licensed fish-

ing piers, provided that the pier license 
holder provides to the state complete 
angler contact information or angler 
effort information for users of the pier; 

(5) On active military duty while on 
furlough; or 

(6) Disabled or a disabled Veteran as 
defined by the state. 

(7) Fishing on days designated as 
‘‘free fishing days’’ by states. ‘‘Free 
fishing days’’ means fishing promotion 
programs by which states allow new 
anglers to fish for a specified day with-
out a license or registration. 

(c) Unless the state can demonstrate 
that a given category of anglers is so 
small it has no significant probability 
of biasing estimates of fishing effort if 
these anglers are not included in a rep-
resentative sample, a state may not be 
designated as an exempted state if its 
licensing or registration program ex-
cludes anglers in any category other 
than those listed in paragraph (b) of 
this section. 

(d) Required enhancements to ex-
empted state license-holder data. An 
exempted state must submit the fol-
lowing angler identification data by 
Jan. 1, 2012, or within two years of the 
effective date of the Memorandum of 
Agreement, whichever is later, and 
thereafter in accordance with the 
Memorandum of Agreement. States 
that provide NMFS with notice that 
they are required to enact legislation 
or to enter into formal memoranda of 
agreement or contracts with other 
state agencies to comply with this re-
quirement must submit the data with-

in three years of the effective date of 
the Memorandum of Agreement: 

(1) Name, address and telephone num-
ber, updated annually, of excluded an-
glers over age 59, unless the state can 
demonstrate that the number of an-
glers excluded from the license or reg-
istration requirement based on having 
a date of birth before June 1, 1940 is so 
small it has no significant probability 
of biasing estimates of fishing effort if 
these anglers are not included in a rep-
resentative sample; 

(2) Name, address and telephone num-
ber, updated annually, of holders of 
state lifetime and multi-year licenses; 

(3) Name, address and telephone num-
ber of state combination license hold-
ers who fished in tidal waters in the 
prior year, or who intend to fish in 
tidal waters. The Memorandum of 
Agreement will define the boundaries 
of the state’s tidal waters for this pur-
pose. 

[73 FR 79717, Dec. 30, 2008, as amended at 77 
FR 42191, July 18, 2012] 

§ 600.1417 Requirements for exempted 
state designation based on submis-
sion of recreational survey data. 

(a) To be designated as an exempted 
state based on the state’s participation 
in a regional survey of marine and 
anadromous recreational fishing catch 
and effort, a state may submit to 
NMFS a proposal that fully describes 
the state’s participation in a qualifying 
regional survey, and the survey’s sam-
ple design, data collection and avail-
ability. 

(b) A qualifying regional survey 
must: 

(1) Include all of the states within 
each region as follows: 

(i) Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Georgia and Flor-
ida (Atlantic coast); 

(ii) Florida (Gulf of Mexico coast), 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
Texas; 

(iii) Puerto Rico; 
(iv) U.S. Virgin Islands; 
(v) California, Oregon and Wash-

ington; 
(vi) Alaska; 
(vii) Hawaii; or 
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(viii) American Samoa, Guam and 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

(2) Utilize angler registry data, or di-
rect field counts to obtain angler ef-
fort, or other appropriate statistical 
means to obtain fishing effort; 

(3) Utilize angler registry data to 
identify individuals to be surveyed by 
telephone, mail or Internet if such re-
gional survey includes a telephone sur-
vey component; and 

(4) Meet NMFS survey design and 
data collection standards. 

[73 FR 79717, Dec. 30, 2008, as amended at 77 
FR 42192, July 18, 2012] 

Subpart Q—Vessel Monitoring 
System Type-Approval 

SOURCE: 85 FR 40921, July 8, 2020, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 600.1500 Definitions and acronyms. 

In addition to the definitions in the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act and in § 600.10, 
and the acronyms in § 600.15, the terms 
and acronyms in this subpart have the 
following meanings: 

Authorized entity means a person, de-
fined at 16 U.S.C. 1802(36), authorized to 
receive data transmitted by a VMS 
unit. 

Bench configuration means the con-
figuration of a VMS unit after it has 
been customized to meet the Federal 
VMS requirements. 

Bundle means a mobile communica-
tions service and VMS unit sold as a 
package and considered one product. If 
a bundle is type-approved, the re-
questor will be the type-approval hold-
er for the bundled MCS and VMS unit. 

Cellular communication means the 
wireless transmission of VMS data via 
a cellular network. 

Communication class means the sat-
ellite or cellular communications oper-
ator from which communications serv-
ices originate. 

Electronic form means a pre-formatted 
message transmitted by a VMS unit 
that is required for the collection of 
data for a specific fishery program 
(e.g., declaration system, catch effort 
reporting). 

Enhanced Mobile Transceiver Unit 
(EMTU) means a type of MTU that is 

capable of supporting two-way commu-
nication, messaging, and electronic 
forms transmission via satellite. An 
EMTU is a transceiver or communica-
tions device, including an antenna, and 
dedicated message terminal and dis-
play which can support a dedicated 
input device such as a tablet or key-
board, installed on fishing vessels par-
ticipating in fisheries with a VMS re-
quirement. 

Enhanced Mobile Transceiver Unit, Cel-
lular Based (EMTU-C) means an EMTU 
that transmits and receives data via 
cellular communications, except that 
it may not need a dedicated message 
terminal and display component at the 
time of approval as explained at 
§ 600.1502(a)(6). An EMTU–C only needs 
to be capable of transmission and re-
ception when in the range of a cellular 
network. 

Latency means the state of untimely 
delivery of Global Positioning System 
position reports and electronic forms 
to NMFS (i.e., information is not deliv-
ered to NMFS consistent with timing 
requirements of this subpart). 

Mobile Communications Service (MCS) 
means the satellite and/or cellular 
communications services used with 
particular VMS units. 

Mobile Communications Service Pro-
vider (MCSP) means an entity that sells 
VMS satellite and/or cellular commu-
nications services to end users. 

Mobile Transmitter Unit (MTU) means 
a VMS unit capable of transmitting 
Global Positioning System position re-
ports via satellite. (MTUs are no longer 
approved for new installations on VMS 
vessels). 

Notification Letter means a letter 
issued by NMFS to a type-approval 
holder identifying an alleged failure of 
a VMS unit, MCS, or the type-approval 
holder to comply with the require-
ments of this subpart. 

Position report means the unique glob-
al positioning system (GPS) report 
generated by a vessel’s VMS unit, 
which identifies the vessel’s latitude/ 
longitude position at a point in time. 
Position reports are sent from the VMS 
unit via the MCS, to authorized enti-
ties. 

Requestor means a vendor seeking 
type-approval. 
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