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the non-payment, non-collection, non-
deposit, and/or non-disbursement in ac-
cordance with §600.1013 and/or §600.1014
to enforce the United States’ receipt
from such party of any fee—including
penalties and all costs of collection—
due and owing the United States on ac-
count of the reduction loan that such
party should have, but did not, pay,
collect, deposit, and/or disburse in ac-
cordance with §600.1013 and/or §600.1014.
All such reduction loan recoveries shall
be applied to reduce the unpaid bal-
ances of reduction loans.

Subpart M—Specific Fishery or
Program Fishing Capacity Re-
duction Regulations

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 561, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et
seq., 16 U.S.C. 186la(b) through (e), 46 App.
U.S.C. 53735, section 144(d) of Division B of
Pub. L. 106-554, section 2201 of Pub. L. 107-20,
and section 205 of Pub. L. 107-117, Pub. L.
107-206, Pub. L. 108-7, Pub. L. 108-199, and
Pub. L. 108-447.

SOURCE: 69 FR 53361, Sept. 1, 2004, unless
otherwise noted.

§600.1100 [Reserved]

§600.1101 Inshore fee system for re-
payment of the loan to harvesters
of Pollock from the directed fishing
allowance allocated to the inshore
component under section 206(b)(1)
of the AFA.

(a) Definition. In addition to the defi-
nitions in the Magnuson-Stevens Act
and in §679.2 of this title, the terms
used in this subpart have the following
meanings:

American Fisheries Act (AFA) means
Title II of Pub.L. 105-277.

Borrower means (individually and col-
lectively) all persons who, after Janu-
ary 1, 2000, harvest fee fish from the IC
directed fishing allowance.

Business week means a 7-day period,
Saturday through Friday.

Delivery value means the gross ex-ves-
sel value of all fee fish at fish delivery.

Deposit principal means all collected
fee revenue that a fish buyer deposits
in a segregated deposit account main-
tained in a federally chartered national
bank for the sole purpose of aggre-
gating collected fee revenue before
sending the fee revenue to NMFS for
repaying the loan.
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Fee means the six-tenths (0.6) of one
cent that fish buyers deduct at fish de-
livery from the delivery value of each
pound of round weight fee fish.

Fee fish means all pollock harvested
from the IC directed fishing allowance
beginning on February 10, 2000 and end-
ing at such time as the loan’s principal
and interest are fully repaid.

Fish buyer means the first ex-vessel
fish buyer who purchases fee fish from
a fish seller.

Fish delivery means the point at
which a fish buyer first takes delivery
or possession of fee fish from a fish
seller.

Fish seller means the harvester who
catches and first sells fee fish to a fish
buyer.

IC directed fishing allowance means
the directed fishing allowance allo-
cated to the inshore component under
section 206(b)(1) of the AFA.

Loan means the loan authorized by
section 207(a) of the AFA.

Net delivery value means the delivery
value minus the fee.

Subaccount means the Inshore Com-
ponent Pollock Subaccount of the
Fishing Capacity Reduction Fund in
the U.S. Treasury for the deposit of all
funds involving the loan.

(b) Loan—1) Principal amount. The
loan’s principal amount is $75,000,000
(seventy five million dollars).

(2) Interest. Interest shall, from De-
cember 30, 1998, when NMFS disbursed
the loan, until the date the borrower
fully repays the loan, accrue at a fixed
rate of 7.09 percent. Interest shall be
simple interest and shall accrue on the
basis of a 365-day year.

(3) Repayment. The fee shall be the
exclusive source of loan repayment.
The fee shall be paid on all fee fish.

(4) Application of fee receipts. NMFS
shall apply all fee receipts it receives,
first, to payment of the loan’s accrued
interest and, second, to reduction of
the loan’s principal balance.

(5) Obligation. The borrower shall
repay the loan in accordance with the
AFA and this subpart.

(c) Fee payment and collection—(1)
Payment and collection. (i) The fee is
due and payable at the time of fish de-
livery. Each fish buyer shall collect the
fee at the time of fish delivery by de-
ducting the fee from the delivery value
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before paying or promising later to pay
the net delivery value. Each fish seller
shall pay the fee at the time of fish de-
livery by receiving from the fish buyer
the net delivery value or the fish buy-
er’s promise later to pay the net deliv-
ery value rather than the delivery
value. Regardless of when the fish
buyer pays the net delivery value, the
fish buyer shall collect the fee at the
time of fish delivery;

(ii)(A) EBEach fish seller shall be
deemed, for the purpose of the fee col-
lection, deposit, disbursement, and ac-
counting requirements of this subpart,
to be both the fish seller and the fish
buyer—and all requirements and pen-
alties under this subpart applicable to
both a fish seller and a fish buyer shall
equally apply to the fish seller—each
time that the fish seller sells fee fish
to:

(I) Any fish buyer whose place of
business is not located in the United
States, who does not take delivery or
possession of the fee fish in the United
States, who is not otherwise subject to
this subpart, or to whom or against
whom NMFS cannot otherwise apply or
enforce this subpart,

(2) Any fish buyer who is a general
food-service wholesaler or supplier, a
restaurant, a retailer, a consumer,
some other type of end-user, or some
other fish buyer not engaged in the
business of buying fish from fish sellers
for the purpose of reselling the fish, or

(3) Any other fish buyer who the fish
seller has good reason to believe is a
fish buyer not subject to this subpart
or to whom or against whom NMFS
cannot otherwise apply or enforce this
subpart,

(B) In each such case the fish seller
shall, with respect to the fee fish in-
volved in each such case, discharge, in
addition to the fee payment require-
ments of this subpart, all the fee col-
lection, deposit, disbursement, ac-
counting, recordkeeping, and reporting
requirements that this subpart other-
wise imposes on the fish buyer, and the
fish seller shall be subject to all the
penalties this subpart provides for a
fish buyer’s failure to discharge such
requirements;

(2) Notification. (i) NMFS will send an
appropriate fee payment and collection
commencement notification to each af-
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fected fish seller and fish buyer of
whom NMFS has knowledge.

(ii) When NMF'S determines that the
loan is fully repaid, NMFS will publish
a FEDERAL REGISTER notification that
the fee is no longer in effect and should
no longer be either paid or collected.
NMFS will then also send an appro-
priate fee termination notification to
each affected fish seller and fish buyer
of whom NMFS has knowledge;

(3) Failure to pay or collect. (i) If a fish
buyer refuses to collect the fee in the
amount and manner that this subpart
requires, the fish seller shall then ad-
vise the fish buyer of the fish seller’s
fee payment obligation and of the fish
buyer’s fee collection obligation. If the
fish buyer still refuses to properly col-
lect the fee, the fish seller, within the
next 7 calendar days, shall forward the
fee to NMFS. The fish seller at the
same time shall also advise NMFS in
writing of the full particulars, includ-
ing:

(A) The fish buyer’s and fish seller’s
name, address, and telephone number,

(B) The name of the fishing vessel
from which the fish seller made fish de-
livery and the date of doing so,

(C) The quantity and delivery value
of fee fish that the fish seller delivered,
and

(D) The fish buyer’s reason (if known)
for refusing to collect the fee in ac-
cordance with this subpart;

(ii) If a fish seller refuses to pay the
fee in the amount and manner that this
subpart requires, the fish buyer shall
then advise the fish seller of the fish
buyer’s collection obligation and of the
fish seller’s payment obligation. If the
fish seller still refuses to pay the fee,
the fish buyer shall then either deduct
the fee from the delivery value over
the fish seller’s protest or refuse to buy
the fee fish. The fish buyer shall also,
within the next 7 calendar days, advise
NMFS in writing of the full particu-
lars, including:

(A) The fish buyer’s and fish seller’s
name, address, and telephone number,

(B) The name of the fishing vessel
from which the fish seller made or at-
tempted to make fish delivery and the
date of doing so,

(C) The quantity and delivery value
of fee fish the fish seller delivered or
attempted to deliver,
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(D) Whether the fish buyer deducted
the fee over the fish seller’s protest or
refused to buy the fee fish, and

(E) The fish seller’s reason (if known)
for refusing to pay the fee in accord-
ance with this subpart.

(d) Fee collection deposits, disburse-
ments, records, and reports—(1) Deposit
accounts. Bach fish buyer that this sub-
part requires to collect a fee shall
maintain a segregated account at a fed-
erally insured financial institution for
the sole purpose of depositing collected
fee revenue and disbursing the fee rev-
enue directly to NMFS in accordance
with paragraph (c) of this section.

(2) Fee collection deposits. BEach fish
buyer, no less frequently than at the
end of each business week, shall de-
posit, in the deposit account estab-
lished under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, all fee revenue, not previously de-
posited, that the fish buyer has col-
lected through a date not more than 2
calendar days before the date of de-
posit. Neither the deposit account nor
the principal amount of deposits in the
account may be pledged, assigned, or
used for any purpose other than aggre-
gating collected fee revenue for dis-
bursement to the subaccount in accord-
ance with paragraph (c) of this section.
The fish buyer is entitled, at any time,
to withdraw deposit interest, if any,
but never deposit principal, from the
deposit account for the fish buyer’s
own use and purposes.

(3) Deposit principal disbursement. On
the last business day of each month, or
more frequently if the amount in the
account exceeds the account limit for
insurance purposes, the fish buyer shall
disburse to NMFS the full amount of
deposit principal then in the deposit
account. The fish buyer shall do this by
check made payable to “NOAA Inshore
Component Pollock Loan Subaccount.”
The fish buyer shall mail each such
check to the subaccount lockbox ac-
count that NMFS establishes for the
receipt of the disbursements of deposit
principal. Each disbursement shall be
accompanied by the fish buyer’s settle-
ment sheet completed in the manner
and form that NMFS specifies. NMFS
will specify the subaccount’s lockbox
and the manner and form of settlement
sheet by means of the notification in
§600.1101(c).
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(4) Records maintenance. Each fish
buyer shall maintain, in a secure and
orderly manner for a period of at least
3 years from the date of each trans-
action involved, at least the following
information:

(i) For all deliveries of fee fish that
the fish buyer buys from each fish sell-
er:

(A) The date of delivery,

(B) The fish seller’s identity,

(C) The round weight of fee fish deliv-
ered,

(D) The identity of the fishing vessel
that delivered the fee fish,

(E) The delivery value,

(F) The net delivery value,

(G) The identity of the party to
whom the net delivery value is paid, if
other than the fish seller,

(H) The date the net delivery value
was paid, and

(I) The total fee amount collected;

(ii) For all fee collection deposits to
and disbursements from the deposit ac-
count:

(A) The dates and amounts of depos-
its,

(B) The dates and amounts of dis-
bursements to the subaccount’s
lockbox account, and

(C) The dates and amounts of dis-
bursements to the fish buyer or other
parties of interest earned on deposits.

(5) Annual report. By January 15, 2001,
and by each January 15 thereafter until
the loan is fully repaid, each fish buyer
shall submit to NMFS a report, on or
in the form NMF'S specifies, containing
the following information for the pre-
ceding year for all fee fish each fish
buyer purchases from fish sellers:

(i) Total round weight bought;

(ii) Total delivery value paid;

(iii) Total fee amount collected;

(iv) Total fee collection amounts de-
posited by month;

(v) Dates and amounts of monthly
disbursements to the subaccount
lockbox;

(vi) Total amount of interest earned
on deposits; and

(vii) Depository account balance at
year-end.

(6) State records. If landing records
that a state requires from fish sellers
contain some or all of the data that
this section requires and state con-
fidentiality laws or regulations do not
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prevent NMFS’ access to the records
maintained for the state, then fish buy-
ers can use such records to meet appro-
priate portions of this section’s record-
keeping requirements. If, however,
state confidentiality laws or regula-
tions make such records unavailable to
NMF'S, then fish buyers shall maintain
separate records for NMFS that meet
the requirements of this section.

(7) Audits. NMFS or its agents may
audit, in whatever manner NMFS be-
lieves reasonably mnecessary for the
duly diligent administration of the
loan, the financial records of the fish
buyers and the fish sellers in order to
ensure proper fee payment, collection,
deposit, disbursement, accounting, rec-
ordkeeping, and reporting. Fish buyers
and fish sellers shall make all records
of all transactions involving fee fish
catches, fish deliveries, and fee pay-
ments, collections, deposits, disburse-
ments, accounting, recordkeeping, and
reporting available to NMFS or its
agents at reasonable times and places
and promptly provide all requested in-
formation reasonably related to these
records that such fish sellers and fish
buyers may otherwise lawfully provide.
Trip tickets (or similar accounting
records establishing the round weight
pounds of fee fish that each fish buyer
buys from each fish seller each time
that each fish buyer does so) are essen-
tial audit documentation.

(8) Confidentiality of records. NMFS
and its auditing agents shall maintain
the confidentiality of all data to which
NMFS has access under this section
and shall neither release the data nor
allow the data’s use for any purpose
other than the purpose of this subpart,
unless otherwise required by law; pro-
vided, however, that NMFS may aggre-
gate such data so as to preclude their
identification with any fish buyer or
any fish seller and use them in the ag-
gregate for other purposes.

(9) Refunds. When NMFS determines
that the loan is fully repaid, NMFS
will refund any excess fee receipts, on a
last-in/first-out basis, to the fish buy-
ers. Fish buyers shall return the re-
funds, on a last-in/first-out basis, to
the fish sellers who paid the amounts
refunded.

(e) Late charges. The late charge to
fish buyers for fee payment, collection,
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deposit, and/or disbursement shall be
one and one-half (1.5) percent per
month, or the maximum rate per-
mitted by state law, for the total
amount of the fee not paid, collected,
deposited, and/or disbursed when due to
be paid, collected, deposited, and/or
disbursed within 5 days of the date due.
The full late charge shall apply to the
fee for each month or portion of a
month that the fee remains unpaid, un-
collected, undeposited, and/or
undisbursed.

(f) Enforcement. In accordance with
applicable law or other authority,
NMFS may take appropriate action
against each fish seller and/or fish
buyer responsible for non-payment,
non-collection, non-deposit, and/or
non-disbursement of the fee in accord-
ance with this subpart to enforce the
collection from such fish seller and/or
fish buyer of any fee (including pen-
alties and all costs of collection) due
and owing the United States on ac-
count of the loan that such fish seller
and/or fish buyer should have, but did
not, pay, collect, deposit, and/or dis-
burse in accordance with this subpart.
All such loan recoveries shall be ap-
plied to reduce the unpaid balance of
the loan.

(g) Prohibitions and penalties. (1) The
following activities are prohibited, and
it is unlawful for anyone to:

(i) Avoid, decrease, interfere with,
hinder, or delay payment or collection
of, or otherwise fail to fully and prop-
erly pay or collect, any fee due and
payable under this subpart or convert,
or otherwise use for any purpose other
than the purpose this subpart intends,
any paid or collected fee;

(ii) Fail to fully and properly deposit
on time the full amount of all fee rev-
enue collected under this subpart into
a deposit account and disburse the full
amount of all deposit principal to the
subaccount’s lockbox account—all as
this subpart requires;

(iii) Fail to maintain full, timely,
and proper fee payment, collection, de-
posit, and/or disbursement records or
make full, timely, and proper reports
of such information to NMFS-all as
this subpart requires;

(iv) Fail to advise NMFS of any fish
seller’s refusal to pay, or of any fish
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buyer’s refusal to collect, any fee due
and payable under this subpart;

(v) Refuse to allow NMFS or agents
that NMFS designates to review and
audit at reasonable times all books and
records reasonably pertinent to fee
payment, collection, deposit, disburse-
ment, and accounting under this sub-
part or otherwise interfere with,
hinder, or delay NMFS or it agents in
the course of their activities under this
subpart;

(vi) Make false statements to NMF'S,
any of the NMFS’ employees, or any of
NMFS’ agents about any of the mat-
ters in this subpart;

(vii) Obstruct, prevent, or unreason-
ably delay or attempt to obstruct, pre-
vent, or unreasonably delay any audit
or investigation NMFS or its agents
conduct, or attempt to conduct, in con-
nection with any of the matters in this
subpart; and/or

(viii) Otherwise materially interfere
with the efficient and effective repay-
ment of the loan.

(2) Anyone who violates one or more
of the prohibitions of paragraph (a) of
this section is subject to the full range
of penalties the Magnuson-Stevens Act
and 15 CFR part 904 provide (including,
but not limited to: civil penalties,
sanctions, forfeitures, and punishment
for criminal offenses) and to the full
penalties and punishments otherwise
provided by any other applicable law of
the United States.

§600.1102
fee.

(a) Purpose. This section implements
the fee for repaying the reduction loan
financing the Pacific Coast Groundfish
Program authorized by section 212 of
Division B, Title II, of Public Law 108-
7 and implemented by a final notifica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER (July 18,
2003; 68 FR 42613).

(b) Definitions. Unless otherwise de-
fined in this section, the terms defined
in §600.1000 of subpart L expressly
apply to this section. The following
terms have the following meanings for
the purpose of this section:

Borrower means, individually and col-
lectively, each post-reduction fishing
permit holder and/or fishing vessel
owner fishing in the reduction fishery,
in any or all of the fee-share fisheries,

Pacific Coast groundfish
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or in both the reduction fishery and
any or all of the fee-share fisheries.

Deposit principal means all collected
fee revenue that a fish buyer deposits
in an account maintained at a federally
insured financial institution for the
purpose of aggregating collected fee
revenue before sending the fee revenue
to NMFS for repaying the reduction
loan.

Fee fish means all fish harvested from
the reduction fishery during the period
in which any portion of the reduction
fishery’s subamount is outstanding and
all fish harvested from each of the fee-
share fisheries during the period in
which any portion of each fee-share
fishery’s subamount is outstanding.

Fee-share fishery means each of the
fisheries for coastal Dungeness crab
and pink shrimp in each of the States
of California and Oregon and the fish-
ery for coastal Dungeness crab and
ocean pink shrimp in the State of
Washington.

Fee-share fishery subaccount means
each of the six subaccounts established
in the groundfish program’s fund sub-
account in which each of the six fee-
share fishery subamounts are depos-
ited.

Reduction fishery means all species in,
and that portion of, the limited entry
trawl fishery under the Federal Pacific
Coast Groundfish Fishery Management
Plan that is conducted under permits,
excluding those registered to whiting
catcher-processors, which are endorsed
for trawl gear operation.

Reduction fishery subaccount means
the subaccount established in the
groundfish program’s fund subaccount
in which the reduction fishery sub-
amount is deposited.

Subamount means each portion of the
reduction loan’s original principal
amount which is allocated either to the
reduction fishery or to any one of the
fee-share fisheries.

(¢) Reduction loan amount. The reduc-
tion loan’s original principal amount is
$35,662,471.

(d) Subamounts. The subamounts of
the reduction loan amount are:

(1) Reduction fishery, $28,428,719; and

(2) Fee-share fisheries:

(i) California coastal Dungeness crab
fee-share fishery, $2,334,334,
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