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part or whole carcass of a mobulid ray, 
as described in § 300.27(i). 

(dd) Fail to handle or release a 
mobulid ray as required in § 300.27(j). 

(ee) Fail to ensure characters of a 
unique code are marked indelibly on a 
FAD deployed or modified on or after 
January 1, 2017, in accordance with 
§ 300.28(a)(2). 

(ff) Fail to provide information to an 
observer or record or report data on 
FADs as required in § 300.22(c). 

(gg) Use a commercial purse seine or 
longline fishing vessel of the United 
States to retain on board, transship, 
store, or land any part or whole carcass 
of a silky shark (Carcharhinus 
falciformis) in contravention of 
§ 300.27(e). 

(hh) Fail to follow observer safety re-
quirements as specified under § 300.29. 

(ii) Fail to handle or release a shark 
as required in § 300.27(k). 

(jj) Use a shark line in contravention 
of § 300.27(l). 

(kk) When deploying a FAD, activate 
the satellite buoy attached to a FAD in 
a location other than on a purse seine 
vessel at sea as required in § 300.28(b). 

(ll) Fail to activate a satellite buoy 
before deploying a FAD at sea as re-
quired in § 300.28(b). 

(mm) Deploy a FAD in the IATTC 
Convention Area that is not an Active 
FAD. 

(nn) Have more Active FADs than 
specified in § 300.28(c) in the IATTC 
Convention Area at any one time. 

(oo) Deploy a FAD in the IATTC Con-
vention Area during a period of 15 days 
prior to the start of the selected clo-
sure period in contravention of 
§ 300.28(d)(1). 

(pp) Fail to timely remove from the 
water a number of FADs in the IATTC 
Convention Area equal to the number 
of FADs set upon by the vessel during 
the 15 days prior to the start of the se-
lected closure period as required in 
§ 300.28(d)(2). 

(qq) Deploy, or have onboard a vessel, 
a FAD in the IATTC Convention Area 
that fails to comply with the FAD de-
sign requirements in § 300.28(e). 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 300.24, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 

Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 300.25 Fisheries management. 

(a) Longline tuna catch limits. (1) Fish-
ing seasons for all tuna species begin 
on 0000 hours Coordinated Universal 
Time (UTC) January 1 and end either 
on 2400 hours UTC December 31 or when 
NMFS closes the fishery for a specific 
species. 

(2) There is a limit of 750 metric tons 
of bigeye tuna that may be caught by 
longline gear in the Convention Area 
by U.S. commercial fishing vessels that 
are over 24 meters in overall length. 
The catch limit within a calendar year 
is subject to increase if the United 
States receives a transfer of catch 
limit from another IATTC member or 
cooperating non-member, per para-
graph (a)(5) of this section. 

(3) NMFS will project a date the 
limit of bigeye tuna established under 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section will be 
reached (i.e., a closure date) by moni-
toring longline landings, data sub-
mitted in logbooks, and other available 
information. NMFS will publish a no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER at least 
7 calendar days in advance of that pro-
jected closure date announcing that 
the limit has been reached. The FED-
ERAL REGISTER notice will specify that 
the restrictions described in paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section will be in effect 
through the end of the calendar year. 

(4) Once the closure date is an-
nounced, pursuant to paragraph (a)(3) 
of this section the following restric-
tions will apply during the period spec-
ified in the announcement: 

(i) A fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length 
may not be used to retain on board, 
transship, or land bigeye tuna captured 
by longline gear in the Convention 
Area, except as follows: 

(A) Any bigeye tuna already on board 
a U.S. fishing vessel upon the effective 
closure date may be retained on board, 
transshipped, and/or landed, to the ex-
tent authorized by applicable laws and 
regulations, provided that the bigeye 
tuna is landed within 14 days after the 
effective closure date. 

(B) The 14-day limit is waived in the 
case of a U.S. fishing vessel that has al-
ready declared to NMFS, pursuant to 
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§ 665.803(a) of this title, that the cur-
rent trip type is shallow-setting. How-
ever, the number of bigeye tuna re-
tained on board, transshipped, or land-
ed must not exceed the number on 
board the vessel upon the effective clo-
sure date, as recorded by the NMFS ob-
server on board the vessel. 

(ii) Bigeye tuna caught by a vessel of 
the United States over 24 meters in 
overall length and using longline gear 
in the Convention Area may not be 
transshipped to a fishing vessel unless 
that fishing vessel is operated in com-
pliance with a valid permit issued 
under § 660.707 or § 665.801 of this title. 

(iii) A fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length 
may not be used to fish in the Pacific 
Ocean using longline gear both inside 
and outside the Convention Area dur-
ing the same fishing trip. The only ex-
ceptions are: a fishing trip during 
which the closure date was announced 
under paragraph (a)(3) of this section, 
and a trip for which a declaration has 
been made to NMFS, pursuant to 
§ 665.803(a) of this title, that the cur-
rent trip is shallow-setting. 

(iv) If a fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length 
is used to fish in the Pacific Ocean 
using longline gear outside the Conven-
tion Area and the vessel enters the 
Convention Area at any time during an 
effective closure period on the same 
fishing trip, the longline gear on the 
fishing vessel must be stowed in a man-
ner so as not to be readily available for 
fishing. Specifically, the hooks, branch 
or dropper lines, and floats used to 
buoy the mainline must be stowed and 
not available for immediate use, and 
any power-operated mainline hauler on 
deck must be covered in such a manner 
that it is not readily available for use. 
This provision does not apply to trips 
in which vessels have made a declara-
tion to NMFS, pursuant to § 665.803(a) 
of this title, that the trip type is shal-
low-setting. 

(5) If the United States engages in a 
transfer of a bigeye tuna catch limit 
with another IATTC member or cooper-
ating non-member, NMFS will publish 
a notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER an-
nouncing the new catch limit that is 
available to U.S. commercial fishing 
vessels that are over 24 meters in over-

all length. All restrictions described in 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (3) through (4) of 
this section will continue to apply. 

(b) Use of tender vessels. No person 
subject to these regulations may use a 
tender vessel in the Convention Area. 

(c) Transshipments at sea. No person 
subject to these regulations may trans-
ship purse seine-caught tuna from one 
vessel to another vessel at sea within 
the Convention Area. 

(d) Observer requirements—(1) Purse 
seine vessels. (i) The holder of an east-
ern tropical Pacific Ocean vessel per-
mit, as required by § 216.24(b) of this 
title, must allow an observer duly au-
thorized by the Administrator, West 
Coast Region, to accompany the vessel 
on all fishing trips in the IATTC Con-
vention Area for the purpose of con-
ducting research and observing oper-
ations, including collecting informa-
tion that may be used in civil or crimi-
nal penalty proceedings, forfeiture ac-
tions, or permit sanctions, pursuant to 
the requirements in § 216.24(e) of this 
title. A vessel that fails to carry an ob-
server in accordance with these re-
quirements may not engage in fishing 
operations unless an exemption has 
been granted from these requirements 
as provided for in § 216.24(e)(1)(i) of this 
title. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(2) [Reserved] 
(e) Purse seine closures—(1) 72-day clo-

sure. A U.S. commercial purse seine 
fishing vessel that is of class size 4–6 
(more than 182 metric tons carrying ca-
pacity) may not be used to fish with 
purse seine gear in the Convention 
Area for 72 days during one of the fol-
lowing two periods: 

(i) From 0000 hours Coordinated Uni-
versal Time (UTC) July 29 to 2400 hours 
UTC October 8; or 

(ii) From 0000 hours UTC November 9 
to 2400 hours UTC January 19 of the fol-
lowing year. 

(2) Additional closure days for vessels 
that exceed bigeye tuna catch levels. (i) In 
2023 and 2024, U.S. purse seine vessels 
that exceed a certain annual catch 
level of bigeye tuna must increase the 
number of closure days they observe in 
the following year, as specified in table 
1 to this paragraph (e)(2). 

(ii) The additional days of closure 
must be added to one of the two closure 
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periods indicated in paragraph (e)(1) of 
this section. For vessels observing the 
first closure period, the additional days 
must be added at the beginning of the 
closure period. For vessels observing 
the second closure period, the addi-
tional days must be added to the end of 
the closure period. The HMS Branch 
will confirm the determination of an-
nual catch levels for U.S. purse vessels 
based on information provided by the 
IATTC and notify any U.S. vessel that 
exceeds a given catch level. 

TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (e)(2) 

Catch level 
(mt) 

exceeded 

Additional 
closure days 

observed 

1,200 .............................................................. 10 
1,500 .............................................................. 13 
1,800 .............................................................. 16 
2,100 .............................................................. 19 
2,400 .............................................................. 22 

(3) Choice of closure period. A vessel 
owner, manager, or association rep-
resentative of a vessel that is subject 
to the requirements of paragraph (e)(1) 
of this section must provide written 
notification to the Regional Adminis-
trator declaring which one of the two 
closure periods identified in paragraph 
(e)(1) their vessel will observe in that 
year. This written notification must be 
submitted by email to 
wcr.hms@noaa.gov and must be received 
no later than May 15 of the relevant 
calendar year. The written notification 
must include the vessel name and reg-
istration number, the closure dates 
that will be observed by that vessel, 
and the vessel owner or managing own-
er’s name, signature, business address, 
and business telephone number. 

(4) Default closure period. If written 
notification is not submitted per para-
graph (e)(3) of this section for a vessel 
subject to the requirements under 
paragraph (e)(1) of this section, that 
vessel must observe the second closure 
period under paragraph (e)(1)(ii) of this 
section. 

(5) Request for exemption due to force 
majeure. A vessel may request a re-
duced closure period if a force majeure 
event renders the vessel unable to pro-
ceed to sea outside one of the two clo-
sure periods specified in paragraph 
(e)(1) of this section for at least 75 con-
tinuous days. A vessel will only be eli-

gible for an exemption due to force 
majeure if the vessel was disabled in the 
course of fishing operations by me-
chanical and/or structural failure, fire, 
or explosion. 

(i) A request for an exemption due to 
force majeure must be made to the 
Highly Migratory Species Branch no 
later than 20 calendar days after the 
end of the period of inactivity due to 
force majeure. The request must be 
made via email to wcr.hms@noaa.gov or 
by contacting the HMS Branch. The re-
quest must include the name and offi-
cial number of the vessel, vessel owner 
or manager’s name and signature, and 
evidence to support the request, which 
may include but is not limited to pho-
tographs, repair bills, certificates of 
departure from port, and in the case of 
a marine casualty, a completed copy of 
the U.S. Coast Guard Form CG–2692A 
(See 46 CFR 4.05–10). 

(ii) If accepted by the Sustainable 
Fisheries Division, the request for ex-
emption due to force majeure will be 
forwarded to the IATTC Director. If de-
clined by the Sustainable Fisheries Di-
vision, the applicant may provide addi-
tional information or documentation 
to the Sustainable Fisheries Division 
with a request that the initial decision 
be reconsidered by email to 
wcr.hms@noaa.gov, or by contacting the 
HMS Branch Chief. 

(iii) If the request for an exemption 
due to force majeure is accepted by the 
IATTC, the vessel may observe a re-
duced closure period of 40 consecutive 
days in the same year during which the 
force majeure event occurred, in one of 
the two closure periods described in 
paragraph (e)(1) of this section. After a 
request is accepted by the IATTC, the 
vessel owner or manager must specify 
to the HMS Branch which 40 consecu-
tive days the vessel will observe for 
their reduced closure period. 

(iv) If the request for an exemption 
due to force majeure is accepted by the 
IATTC and the vessel has already ob-
served a closure period described in 
paragraph (e)(1) of this section in the 
same year during which the force 
majeure event occurred, the vessel may 
observe a reduced closure period of 40 
consecutive days the following year, in 
one of the two closure periods de-
scribed in paragraph (e)(1). 
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(v) An exemption due to force majeure 
will only apply to the 72-day closure 
period required under paragraph (e)(1) 
of this section. Vessels that are both 
granted a reduced 40-day initial closure 
period due to force majeure under this 
paragraph (e)(5) and required to ob-
serve additional closure days for ex-
ceeding bigeye tuna catch levels under 
paragraph (e)(2) of this section must 
observe the reduced closure period con-
secutively with the additional closure 
days by adding the additional closure 
days to either the beginning of the first 
reduced closure period or the end of the 
second reduced closure period. 

(vi) Any purse seine vessel for which 
a force majeure request is accepted by 
the IATTC must carry an observer 
aboard authorized pursuant to the 
International Agreement on the Inter-
national Dolphin Conservation Pro-
gram, unless that vessel has been 
granted an exemption from the Re-
gional Administrator. 

(6) 31-day area closure. A U.S. fishing 
vessel of class size 4–6 (more than 182 
metric tons carrying capacity) may not 
be used from 0000 hours on October 9 to 
2400 hours on November 8 to fish with 
purse seine gear within the area bound-
ed at the east and west by 96° and 110° 
W longitude and bounded at the north 
and south by 4° N and 3° S latitude. 

(7) Requirement to stow gear. At all 
times while a vessel is in a time/area 
closed period established under para-
graph (e)(1) or (6) of this section, unless 
fishing under the exception under para-
graph (e)(5) of this section, the fishing 
gear of the vessel must be stowed in a 
manner as not to be readily available 
for fishing. In particular, the boom 
must be lowered as far as possible so 
that the vessel cannot be used for fish-
ing, but so that the skiff is accessible 
for use in emergency situations; the 
helicopter, if any, must be tied down; 
and launches must be secured. 

(f) Restrictions on fishing in proximity 
to data buoys. (1) A longline or purse 
seine fishing vessel of the United 
States may not be used to fish for HMS 
within one nautical mile of an an-
chored data buoy in the Convention 
Area. The one-nautical-mile distance 
shall be measured from the data buoy 
to the nearest portion of the fishing 
vessel or items associated with the 

fishing vessel, such as gear or 
watercraft deployed by the fishing ves-
sel, to the data buoy. This prohibition 
shall not apply if and when the fishing 
vessel is operated as part of a scientific 
research program that has received 
specific authorization by the IATTC or 
is conducting work on behalf of the 
IATTC. 

(2) A fishing vessel of the United 
States used to fish for HMS, or any 
fishing gear, equipment, or watercraft 
deployed by such a fishing vessel, may 
not be used to interact with a data 
buoy while the fishing vessel is in the 
Convention Area. Interact with a data 
buoy means to engage in conduct that 
could impair the functioning of a data 
buoy through actions that include but 
that are not limited to the following: 
encircling the buoy with fishing gear; 
tying up to or attaching the vessel, or 
any fishing gear, part or portion of the 
fishing vessel, including equipment 
such as watercraft, to a data buoy or 
its mooring; or cutting a data buoy an-
chor line. 

(3) A vessel operator, crew member, 
or other persons on board a fishing ves-
sel of the United States that is used to 
fish for HMS may not remove a data 
buoy or any parts thereof from the 
water and place it on board the fishing 
vessel or tow a data buoy when in the 
Convention Area unless authorized to 
do so by the owner of the data buoy or 
an authorized representative or agent 
of the owner. When practicable, ad-
vance written authorization must be 
available onboard a U.S. fishing vessel 
that has taken on board or tows a data 
buoy. In all other cases, a written doc-
ument (e.g., fax, email) verifying the 
authorization must be obtained by the 
vessel owner or operator within 15 days 
of landing. 

(4) In the event that a fishing vessel 
of the United States that is used to fish 
for HMS or any of its fishing gear, 
equipment, or associated watercraft, 
becomes entangled with a data buoy 
while the fishing vessel is in the Con-
vention Area, the owner and operator 
of the fishing vessel must promptly re-
move the entangled fishing vessel, fish-
ing gear, equipment, or associated 
watercraft with as little damage to the 
data buoy and its mooring and anchor 
lines as possible. 
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(5) A vessel operator, crew member, 

or other persons on board a fishing ves-

sel of the United States that is used to 

fish for HMS must take all reasonable 

measures to avoid fishing gear entan-

glement or interaction with drifting 

data buoys. 

(g) Pacific bluefin tuna (Thunnus 

orientalis) commercial catch limits in the 

eastern Pacific Ocean for 2022–2024—(1) 

Biennial catch limit for 2021–2022. The bi-

ennial catch limit for 2021–2022 is 739 

metric tons. 

(2) Biennial catch limit for 2023–2024. 

The biennial catch limit for 2023–2024 is 

either: 

(i) 1,017 metric tons increased by the 
amount, not to exceed 37 metric tons, 
of Pacific bluefin tuna catch remaining 
from the 2021–2022 U.S. commercial 
catch limit; or, 

(ii) 1,017 metric tons reduced by the 
amount of Pacific bluefin tuna caught 
in excess of the 2021–2022 U.S. commer-
cial biennial catch limit. 

(3) Annual catch and trip limits for 
2022. For the calendar year 2022, all 
commercial fishing vessels of the 
United States combined may capture, 
retain, transship, or land no more than 
523 metric tons. A 20-metric ton trip 
limit will be in effect until any of the 
following criteria are met: 

If the time of year is . . . And NMFS anticipates 
cumulative catch will be . . . Then the trip limit will be . . . 

(mt) (mt) 

(i) January through June ........................................................... 200 
300 

15 
3 

(ii) July through September ....................................................... 250 
325 

15 
3 

(iii) October through December ................................................. 300 
423 

15 
3 

(4) Annual catch and trip limits for 
2023. For the calendar year 2023, all 
commercial fishing vessels of the 
United States combined may capture, 

retain, transship, or land no more than 
720 metric tons. A 30-metric ton trip 
limit will be in effect until any of the 
following criteria are met: 

If the time of year is . . . And NMFS anticipates 
cumulative catch will be . . . Then the trip limit will be . . . 

(mt) (mt) 

(i) January through June ........................................................... 400 
500 

20 
3 

(ii) July through September ....................................................... 430 
520 

20 
3 

(iii) October through December ................................................. 470 
620 

20 
3 

(5) Annual catch and trip limits for 
2024. (i) If the 2024 catch limit is be-
tween 525 and 720 metric tons, a 30-met-

ric ton trip limit will be in effect until 

any of the following criteria are met: 

If the time of year is . . . And NMFS anticipates the 
cumulative catch is within . . . Then the trip limit will be . . . 

(mt of the annual catch limit) (mt) 

(A) January through June ......................................................... 320 
220 
150 

20 
10 

3 
(B) July through September ...................................................... 300 

200 
140 

20 
10 

3 
(C) October through December ................................................ 250 

100 
20 

3 
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(ii) If the 2024 catch limit is between 
400 and 524 metric tons, a 20-metric ton 

trip limit will be in effect until any of 
the following criteria are met: 

If the time of year is . . . 
And NMFS 
anticipates cumulative catch is 
within . . . 

Then the trip limit will be . . . 

(mt of the annual catch limit) (mt) 

(A) January through June ......................................................... 300 
200 

15 
3 

(B) July through September ...................................................... 250 
150 

15 
3 

(C) October through December ................................................ 200 
100 

15 
3 

(iii) If the 2024 catch limit is between 
297 and 399 metric tons, a 15-metric ton 

trip limit will be in effect until any of 
the following criteria are met: 

If the time of year is . . . And NMFS anticipates 
cumulative catch is within . . . Then the trip limit will be . . . 

(mt of the annual catch limit) (mt) 

(A) January through June ......................................................... 220 3 
(B) July through September ...................................................... 200 3 
(C) October through December ................................................ 100 3 

(iv) If the 2024 catch limit is 296 met-
ric tons or less, the trip limit will be 5 
metric tons for the entire calendar 
year. 

(6) In-season actions for trip limits and 
closure of the fishery. If NMFS deter-
mines that action to change a trip 
limit needs to be taken under para-
graphs (g)(3) through (5) of this section, 
the revised trip limit will be effective 
upon the date provided in a notifica-
tion of in-season action in accordance 
with paragraph (g)(7) of this section. 
Upon the effective date of an in-season 
action to change trip limits under 
paragraphs (g)(3) through (5), tar-
geting, retaining on board, trans-
shipping, or landing Pacific bluefin 
tuna in the Convention Area in viola-
tion of the in-season action shall be 
prohibited, with the exception that any 
Pacific bluefin tuna already on board a 
fishing vessel on the effective date of 
the notification of in-season action 
may be retained on board and landed or 
transshipped within 24 hours after the 
effective date of the notice, to the ex-
tent authorized by applicable laws and 
regulations. After NMFS determines 
that the annual catch limits under 
paragraphs (g)(3) through (5) are ex-
pected to be reached, NMFS will close 
the fishery effective upon the date pro-
vided in the notification in accordance 

with paragraph (g)(7). Upon the effec-
tive date in the notification, targeting, 
retaining on board, transshipping, or 
landing Pacific bluefin tuna in the 
Convention Area shall be prohibited 
through the end of the calendar year, 
with the exception that any Pacific 
bluefin tuna already on board a fishing 
vessel on the effective date of the no-
tice may be retained on board and 
landed or transshipped within 14 days 
after the effective date published in the 
fishing closure notification, to the ex-
tent authorized by applicable laws and 
regulations. 

(7) Announcement and effective dates of 
in-season actions. If in-season actions 
under paragraphs (g)(2) through (6) of 
this section are needed, NMFS will 
post a notice on the NMFS web page 
announcing the in-season action, in-
cluding effective dates. NMFS will also 
send emails with notice of the in-sea-
son action to affected vessel owners. 
This action will also be published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER as soon as prac-
ticable. The in-season action will be ef-
fective upon the earlier of either re-
ceipt by email of such notice or publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(8) Reversal of in-season actions. If an 
in-season action taken under para-
graphs (g)(2) through (6) of this section 
is based on overestimate of actual 
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catch, NMFS will reverse that action 
in the timeliest possible manner, pro-
vided NMFS finds that reversing that 
action is consistent with the manage-
ment objectives for the affected spe-
cies. The fishery will be subject to the 
change in trip limit or reopened effec-
tive on the date provided in the notice 
in accordance with paragraph (g)(7) of 
this section. 

(9) State of California fish landing re-
ceipts. If landing Pacific bluefin tuna 
into the State of California, fish land-
ing receipts must be submitted within 
24 hours to the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife in accordance with 
the requirements of applicable State 
regulations. 

[64 FR 44431, Aug. 16, 1999] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 300.25, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.govinfo.gov. 

§ 300.26 Vessel monitoring system 
(VMS). 

(a) Assistant Director (AD), NOAA Of-
fice of Law Enforcement, Pacific Islands 
Division (or designee) and VMS Helpdesk 
contact information and business hours. 
(1) The contact information for the AD 
for the purpose of this section: 1845 
Wasp Blvd., Building 176, Honolulu, HI 
96818; telephone: (808) 725–6100; fac-
simile: 808–725–6199; email: 
pidvms@noaa.gov; business hours: Mon-
day through Friday, except Federal 
holidays, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Hawaii 
Standard Time. 

(2) The contact information for the 
NOAA Office of Law Enforcement’s 
VMS Helpdesk is telephone: (888) 219– 
9228, ext. 2; email: 
ole.helpdesk@noaa.gov. The business 
hours of the VMS Helpdesk are Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holi-
days, 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., Eastern Time. 

(b) Applicability. This section applies 
to any U.S. commercial fishing vessel 
that is 24 meters or more in overall 
length and engaging in fishing activi-
ties for tuna or tuna-like species in the 
Convention Area, and for which either 
of the following permits is required: 
Pacific highly migratory species per-
mit under § 660.707, or high seas fishing 
permit under § 300.13 of this part. 

(c) Provisions for Installation, Activa-
tion and Operation—(1) VMS Unit Instal-
lation. The vessel owner or operator 
must obtain and have installed on the 
fishing vessel, in accordance with in-
structions provided by the AD and the 
VMS unit manufacturer, a VMS unit 
that is type-approved by NOAA for 
fisheries in the IATTC Convention 
Area. The vessel owner or operator 
shall arrange for a NOAA-approved mo-
bile communications service provider 
to receive and relay transmissions 
from the VMS unit to NOAA at a de-
fault reporting interval of at least once 
per hour. NOAA, the USCG, and other 
authorized entities are authorized to 
receive and relay transmissions from 
the VMS unit. The NOAA OLE VMS 
Helpdesk is available to provide in-
structions for VMS installation and a 
list of the current type-approved VMS 
units and mobile communication serv-
ice providers. 

(2) VMS Unit Activation. If the VMS 
unit has not yet been activated as de-
scribed in this paragraph, or if the 
VMS unit has been newly installed or 
reinstalled, or if the mobile commu-
nications service provider has changed 
since the previous activation, or if di-
rected by the AD, the vessel owner or 
operator must, prior to leaving port: 

(i) Turn on the VMS unit to make it 
operational; 

(ii) Submit a written activation re-
port to the AD, via mail, facsimile or 
email, that includes the vessel’s name; 
the vessel’s official number; the VMS 
unit manufacturer and identification 
number; and telephone, facsimile or 
email contact information for the ves-
sel owner or operator; and 

(iii) Receive verbal or written con-
firmation from the AD that the proper 
VMS unit transmissions are being re-
ceived from the VMS unit. 

(3) VMS Unit Operation. The vessel 
owner and operator shall continuously 
operate the VMS unit at all times, ex-
cept that the VMS unit may be shut 
down while the vessel is in port or oth-
erwise not at sea, or if, after the end of 
the fishing season, the vessel will no 
longer be engaging in fishing activities 
in the Convention Area for which ei-
ther a Pacific highly migratory species 
permit or a high seas fishing permit is 
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