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National Marine Fisheries Service/NOAA, Commerce § 223.203 

[79 FR 20806, Apr. 14, 2014, as amended at 79 FR 38240, July 3, 2014; 79 FR 40015, July 11, 2014; 
79 FR 54122, Sept. 10, 2014; 80 FR 7978, Feb. 13, 2015; 80 FR 60564, Oct. 7, 2015; 81 FR 3030, Jan. 
20, 2016; 81 FR 9276, Feb. 24, 2016; 81 FR 17403, Mar. 29, 2016; 81 FR 20089, Apr. 6, 2016; 81 FR 
42284, June 29, 2016; 81 FR 62319, Sept. 8, 2016; 81 FR 72549, Oct. 20, 2016; 82 FR 6316, Jan. 19, 
2017; 82 FR 7719, Jan. 23, 2017; 82 FR 21740, May 10, 2017; 82 FR 43710, Sept. 19, 2017; 83 FR 2931, 
Jan. 22, 2018; 83 FR 4164, Jan. 30, 2018; 83 FR 48984, Sept. 28, 2018; 85 FR 81832, Dec. 17, 2020; 
86 FR 21152, Apr. 21, 2021; 87 FR 19228, 19286, Apr. 1, 2022; 87 FR 22141, Apr. 14, 2022; 87 FR 79817, 
Dec. 28, 2022; 88 FR 54054, Aug. 9, 2023; 88 FR 58519, Aug. 28, 2023] 

Subpart B—Restrictions Applicable 
to Threatened Marine and 
Anadromous Species 

§ 223.201 Guadalupe fur seal. 

(a) Prohibitions. The prohibitions of 
section 9 of the Act (16 U.S.C. 1538) re-
lating to endangered species apply to 
the Guadalupe fur seal except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Exceptions. (1) The Assistant Ad-
ministrator may issue permits author-
izing activities which would otherwise 
be prohibited under paragraph (a) of 
this section subject to the provisions of 
part 222 subpart C, General Permit Pro-
cedures. 

(2) Any Federal, State or local gov-
ernment official, employee, or des-
ignated agent may, in the course of of-
ficial duties, take a stranded Guada-
lupe fur seal without a permit if such 
taking: 

(i) Is accomplished in a humane man-
ner; 

(ii) Is for the protection or welfare of 
the animal, is for the protection of the 
public health or welfare, or is for the 
salvage or disposal of a dead specimen; 

(iii) Includes steps designed to ensure 
the return of the animal to its natural 
habitat, if feasible; and 

(iv) Is reported within 30 days to the 
Regional Administrator, Southwest 
Region, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, 501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite 
4200, Long Beach, CA 90802. 

(3) Any animal or specimen taken 
under paragraph (b)(2) of this section 
may only be retained, disposed of, or 
salvaged in accordance with directions 
from the Director, Southwest Region. 

[50 FR 51258, Dec. 16, 1985. Redesignated and 
amended at 64 FR 14068, Mar. 23, 1999, as 
amended at 79 FR 20812, Apr. 14, 2014] 

§ 223.202 [Reserved] 

§ 223.203 Anadromous fish. 

Available guidance documents cited 
in the regulatory text are listed in Ap-
pendix A to this section. 

(a) Prohibitions. The prohibitions of 
section 9(a)(1) of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 
1538(a)(1)) relating to endangered spe-
cies apply to fish with an intact 
adipose fin that are part of the threat-
ened West Coast salmon ESUs and 
steelhead DPSs (of the genus 
Oncorhynchus) listed in § 223.102. 

(b) Limits on the prohibitions. The 
limits to the prohibitions of paragraph 
(a) of this section relating to threat-
ened West Coast salmon ESUs and 
steelhead DPSs (of the genus 
Oncorhynchus) listed in § 223.102 are de-
scribed in the following paragraphs: 

(1) The exceptions of section 10 of the 
ESA (16 U.S.C. 1539) and other excep-
tions under the Act relating to endan-
gered species, including regulations in 
part 222 of this chapter implementing 
such exceptions, also apply to the 
threatened West Coast salmon ESUs 
and steelhead DPSs (of the genus 
Oncorhynchus) listed in § 223.102. 

(2) The prohibitions of paragraph (a) 
of this section relating to threatened 
Puget Sound steelhead listed in 
§ 223.102 do not apply to: 

(i) Activities specified in an applica-
tion for a permit for scientific purposes 
or to enhance the conservation or sur-
vival of the species, provided that the 
application has been received by the 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
NOAA (AA), no later than November 14, 
2008. The prohibitions of this section 
apply to these activities upon the AA’s 
rejection of the application as insuffi-
cient, upon issuance or denial of a per-
mit, or June 1, 2009, whichever occurs 
earliest, or 

(ii) Steelhead harvested in tribal or 
recreational fisheries prior to June 1, 
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